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(Concluded from page 340.) 
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THE voyage of Mr. Bradford and 
his friends proved difficult and 
dangerous. The unwillingness of 
the master of one of the vessels to 
fulfil his engagement, compelled 
them to crowd their whole party 
into one ship. Subsequently” to 
this, they met with such dreadful 
storms as to occasion some delibe- 
rations on the propriety of return- 
ing; but, continuing their course, 
they arrived at length on the 
shores of North America. Their 
design was to have settled in the 
vicinity of the river Hudson; but 
some Dutch enterprizers, having 
determined on fixmg themselves 
on this spot, persuaded the master 
of the ship to convey the English 
Puritans to another part of the 
coast. They landed at Cape Cod, 
on the 9th of November; and; on 
reaching the shore, they immedi- 
ately fell on. their knees, with 
praises and prayers to Him whom 
they had fled into the wilderness to 
serve, and whose providence was, 
their only resource. toe 
The perfidiousness of the cap- 
tain, in conveying them to a dis- 
tance from the Hudson, was over- 
ruled for the preservation of those 
pious settlers; for the Indians in 
the neighbourhood of that river 
were too numerous and powerful 
to have allowed, without an al- 
most miraculous interposition, the 
occupancy of this feeble band ; 
New Serizs, No.20. 


whilst the Indians about the Ca 
had been afflicted with a dreadful 
pestilence, and the country was in 
some measure cleared for these 
Christian confessors. 

A great personal suffering oc- 
curred to Mr. Bradford, on his 
arrival at Cape Cod. His be- 
loved wife, falling overboard, was 
drowned in the harbour. 

But this good woman was 
‘taken away from the evil to 
come.” Inexpressible were the 
sufferings endured by these pious 
people p re the winter on which 
they were now entering: hard- 
ships, which were especially felt, 
as the most of those who bore 
them had, in their own country, 
been accustomed to comforts, 
spony induced disease ; and in 

e course of two or three months 
more than half of these weary pil- 
grims had fled from the wilderness 
to heaven. At the close of the 
winter, scarcely fifty remained 
alive; and, out of this fifty, there 
were sometimes not five in a ca- 
pacity to tend the sick. 

Yet, severe as were the dis- 
tresses of these holy sufferers, 
their trials were not unaccom- 
panied by mercies. But for the 
mortality which they so at- 
ly deplored, they would, in 
all probability, have been sub- 


jected to the horrors of famine; 


er throughout this gloomy 
3 
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winter, the Indians, who, though 
greatly reduced, were powerful, 
compared with the settlers, were 
providentially withheld from at- 
tacking this small and _ sickly 
band. Nor was the state of their 
personal religion among the least 
of their mercies. A ready sub- 
mission to the divine will, and a 
joyful anticipation of the heavenly 
country, tranquillized their minds, 
while a benevolentendeavour to di- 
minish each others’ distresses gave 
employment to their hands. Thus 
happy and thus active, scarcely 
a murmur was heard against the 
men whose. unrighteous severities 
had driven them from the land of 
their fathers, and the comforts of 
life. 

Through the good providence of 
God, the severities of the winter 
ceased at an earlier period than is 
usual in New England. With 
the advancing spriug, the sickly 
colonists gathered strength, and 
proceeded with the heavy labours 
which a supreme love to God, and 
a supreme regard to conscience 
had imposed on them. 

So far were these pious setilers 
from despising all law and order, 
that one of their first concerns was 
the establishment of a form of 
government. On November 11th, 
1620, they ‘signed an instrument, 
as a foundation of their future and 
needful government; wherein, de- 
claring themselves the loyal sub- 
jects of the crown of England, they 
did combine into a body politic, and 
solemnly engage submission and 
obedience to the laws, ordinances, 
acts, constitutions, and _ officers, 
that, from time to time, should 
be thought most convenient for 
the general good of the colony ;” 
and immediately afterwards they 
chose Mr. John Carver to be their 
Governor, This gentleman died 
in the course of the next year, 
when Mr. Bradford was elected 
unanimously to fill the same office ; 
an office to which, with an excep- 
tion of five times, he was chosen 
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annually during the remainder of 
his life, a period of thirty-seven 
years. 

Under the government of Mr, 
Bradford, the colony of Plymouth 
gradually emerged from the difli- 
culties into which the settlers, at 
first, found themselves plunged. 
Their chief annoyauce was from 
the Indians, with respect to whom 
Mr. Robinson devoutly wished 
‘‘ that some of the poor heathen 
had been converted before any 
of them had been slaughtered,”* 

Some few of the church at 
Leyden followed their brethren 
into the wilderness; but the la- 
mented death of Mr.. Robinson, 
combined with other disastrous 
events, prevented the re-union 
which was originally contemplated, 
In the mean time, the Christians 
at New Plymouth were favoured 
with the able and acceptable ser- 
vices of Mr. William Brewster, 
the ruling elder of the church at 
Leyden, of which they still consi- 
dered themselves as members; but 
they had no pastor till the year 
1629, when Mr. Ralph Smith un- 
dertook the office. So rapidly 
did the population increase, and 
so eminently did true religion ad- 
vance with it, that in the thirteen 
years which followed this period, 
not only had the feeble band of 
settlers become multiplied into the 
occupants of several towns, but 
these towns were blessed with 
more than twelve ministers, of 





* The paganism of the great body of 
American Indians is, perhaps, the greatest 
reproach of Transatlantic Christians. 
Good, and in many instances wise, 88 
were the early settlers, some of them 
seem to have too far regarded “ the 
bloody savages” rather as demons whom 
they were allowed to execrate, than as 
brethren whom they were bound to pity. 
Thre weak contempt of a. sable skin, 
which still exists in the United States, 
and which forbids, almost impiously, 
an Indian or a Negro to sit beside a white 
in the house of prayer, is probably 4 
result of the unworthy prejudices of for- 
mer days. 
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whom some ‘‘ were stars of the 
first magnitude.” 

Of the character of Mr. Brad- 
ford as a Governor, few memo- 
rials remain, beside his repeated 
election to the office, and the pros- 

rity of the people over whom 
e was appointed to watch. Not 
many years after the settlement of 
New Plymouth, the increase of 
oppressions in England, occa- 
sioned the colonization of Massa- 
chusetts; a country whose supe- 
tior and growing importance 
seemed to throw the little settle- 
ment of Plymouth into the shade.* 
For two years after Mr. Bradford 
was invested with the Government, 
the subsistence of the people was 
principally derived from the ocean ; 
often were they reminded of a 
scriptural promise, which they had 
scarcely noticed, when surrounded 
by plenty, ‘‘they shall seek of 
the abundance of the seas.” But 
the governor wisely encouraged 
agriculture, and in order to its im- 





* The colonizers of Massachusetts are 
described as ‘* gentlemen of ancient and 
worshipful families, and ministers of the 
gospel, then of great fame at home, and 
merchants, husbandmen, artificers to the 
number of some thousands.” ‘* It was, 
indeed, a banishment rather than a re- 
moval, which was undergone by this glo- 
rious generation, and you may be sure, 
sufficiently afflictive to men of estate, 
breeding, and conversation.’ ‘* By com- 
putation, the passage of the persons that 
peopled New England, cost at jeast ninety- 
five thousand pounds ;" the transportation 
of their fivst small stock of cattle, great 
and small, cost no less than twelve thou- 
sand pounds, besides the price of the 
cattle themselves; the provisions laid in 
for subsistence, till tillage might produce 
more, cost forty-five thousand pounds ; 
the materials for their first cottages cost 
eighteen thousand pounds; their arms, 
ammunition, and great artillery, cost 
twenty-two thousand pounds ;” the whole 
amounting to one hundred and ninety-two 
thousand pounds; an immense sum in 
those days. ‘‘About a hundred and 
ninety-eight ships weré employed in pass- 
ing the perils of the seas, in the accom- 
plishment of this renowned settlemenot, 
whereof but one miscarried in those pe- 
= eee New England, Book I. 
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provement, induced the colonists 
to relinquish the community of 
goods, which subsisted in the early 
period of their settlement, to di- 
vide the land, and thus to fix the 
boundaries, and to acknowledge 
the rights of private property. 

This good man was eminently 
disinterested. A patent was given 
to the Colony in his name, and in 
that of his heirs, associates, and 
assigns; but when the population 
had increased, and the General 
Court requested a surrender of 
the patent into their hands, Mr. 
Bradford, forgetting the claims 
which might have been urged on 
the ground of former sufferings, 
instantly complied; only reserving 
to himself the land, which by the 
general agreement had become his. 

But the disinterestedness of this 
excellent man did not impede his 
temporal prosperity. He was ac- 
customed devoutly to say, that 
‘« he had forsaken friends, houses, 
and lands, for the sake of the 
gospel, and the Lord gave them to 
him again.” 

Active as must necessarily have 
been the scenes of Mr. Bradford’s 
life, he found leisure for study. 
To a knowledge of the French 
and Dutch, he added that of the 
Latin, Greek, and especially of 
the Hebrew language. He was 
well acquainted with history and 
philosophy, and considering bis 
attainments and his connexions, 
the reader will be prepared to 
hear that he was a skilful theo- 
logist. But his chief praise was, 
that he was a real oA an exem- 
plary Christian; a Christian who 
ived in a devout intercourse with 
God, who adorned his profession 
by all the lovely graces of the 
gospel. 

The health of Mr. Bradford 
was, for some months before his 
death, in a declining state; but he 
was not seriously unwell till within 
three days of his removal. During 
the night which followed the first 
of these days, his consolations 
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were unspeakable. His state of 
mind seemed in some degree to 
resemble that of Paul, when ‘ he 
was caught up into Paradise.” 
On the succeeding morning, he 
told his attendants that “‘ the good 
Spirit of God had given him a 
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pledge of his happiness in another 
world, and the first-fruits of his 
eternal glory ;” and on the day 
following, May 9, 1657, he died 
lamented as a common father, not 
only at New Plymouth, but in the 
colonies which had risen around it, 


—[—— EEE 


ORIGINAL ESSAYS, COMMUNICATIONS, &c. 


Veeveseveses 


AN EXPOSURE OF THE PERNI- 
CIOUS PRINCIPLES, WITH RE- 
SPECT TO PERSONAL  RELI- 
GION, WHICH PREVAIL AMONG 
YOUNG PERSONS OF CULTI- 
VATED MINDS. 


Part I. 


* If then the light which is in thee be 
darkness, how great is that darkness ”’ 
Matt. vi. 23. 


‘© I wave laboured in vain! I 
have spent my strength for nought, 
and in vain! I have spread out 
my hands, all the day, unto a re- 
bellious people! Who hath be- 
lieved our report; and to whom is 
the arm of the Lord revealed ?” 
A serious mind cannot read these 
complaints of the most perspicu- 
ous, engaging, and sublime of the 
ancient prophets, without a very 
painful and melancholy feeling. 
Alas! it was not of the men of 
his own age only that they were 
descriptive ; but they were too 
true a picture of future times, and 
of the discouraging reception 
which the last, the fullest, the 
brightest, and most engaging re- 
presentation of eternal truths 
should meet with from this unrea- 
sonable and ungodly world. In 
our own eminently privileged 
country, and in this most enlight- 
ened and active period, the dis- 
proportion between the apparent 
efficacy of the Gospel and its just 
requirements, is a consideration 
which pierces the heart and weak. 
ens the hands of no small number 





among the faithful ministers of that 
Gospel. The manifest indifference 
and carelessness of some; the 
scarcely disguised contempt of 
others ; the dull formality of one 
class, and the giddy versatility of 
another; the readiness to be Lin. 
dled into admiration and enthu- 
siasm by adventitious circum- 
stances, and the absolute refusal 
of any becoming feeling responsive 
to the Saviour’s message of grace 
and authority, when it is presented 
in the mere and simple characters 
of his own word; the naked front 
of disbelief and irreligion in man 
who constantly. hear the Gospel, 
and who aad by no means be 
considered as infidels; the not 
less bold and habitual disregard 
shown to the most express and 
solemn precepts of that holy Gos- 
pel, by many who profess to love 
it; the rareness of sound conver- 
sion, as evinced by its proper 
fruits; the selfishness, carnality, 
and worldly-mindedness, the evil 
tempers and unlovely demeanour, 
of an awful number who rank 
among the converted; the busy 
readiness to hear for others, and 
the almost entire omission of self- 
application ;—O, these are facts 
which would overwhelm us with 
grief, were it not that their com- 
monness, their glaring notoriety, 
deadens our feeling by preventing 
our surprise ! 

But why is it so? Why are 
persons, not ignorant, not openly 
impious, not absolutely inattentive, 
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thus altogether or almost unmoved 
by the love of Jesus, the beauties 
ef balinces, and the vileness of sin ? 
Beneath what covering have they 
hid themselves, so that no ray 
reaches them from the Sun of hea- 
venly Righteousness; and no re- 
flection of his sanctifying lustre 
shows them to ‘“ shine as lights in 
the world, holding forth the word 
of life?” Ah! there are weighty 
reasons in this case. They have 
principles within, which set their 
minds at ease, steel them against 
the ordinary means of conviction, 
and endow them with a self-satis- 
fied consistency and firmness of 
character. But their principles 
are false. ‘‘They have chosen 
their own ways, and their soul 
delighteth in their abominations. 
A deceived heart hath turned 
them aside. The light that is in 
them is darkness; and How 
GREAT is that darkness !” 

In these words our divine Re- 
deemer, according to his frequent 
and admirable manner, makes an 
application of natural facts to the 
purpose of spiritual instruction. 
“The light of the body is the 
eye.” This was probably a pro- 
verbial saying among the ancient 
Jews; and upon it our Lord en- 
larges in a manner which may be 
thus paraphrased :—“ If your eye 
be sound and in a healthy state, 
your whole body will enjoy the 
Advantage, and will perform every 
action with certainty and plea- 
sure; but if your eye be diseased, 
if your power of vision be de- 
fective, or make redundant or dis- 
torted images, or be partial and 
obscure, or be altogether extinct, 
then all your bodily motions will 
be performed with difficulty, un- 
certainty, and danger, and, if not 
assisted by ‘others who see cor- 
rectly, you will fall into serious 
and probably fatal injury.” So iT 
18 in your souls, and with respect 
to your greatest and immortal con- 
cerns. If “the light that is in 
you,” those principles of opinion, 
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belief, or expectation, which are 
to the mind what the jorgan of 
sight is to the body, if these be 
false in themselves, or be used 
perversely, if they be erroneously 
assumed, or corruptly applied, the 
consequence will be most ruinous : 
your affections will be filled with 
sweet and soothing but deadly 
me your understanding will 

e depraved, the exercises of your 
judgment will be erroneous in the 
most important respects, your con- 
science will become misguided or 
hardened, and your course will 
become sure to strong delusions, 
aggravated guilt, and unutterable 
perdition. If the ‘light that is in 
you be darkness, HOW GREAT is 
that darkness! 

These important words call us 
to the consideration of the na- 
ture and the dangerous influence 
of false opinions, by which men 
fortify and sustain themselves in 
their enmity against the gracious 
and authoritative declarations of 
God in his law and in his gos- 
pel. 

But it may be necessary, or at 
least useful, to clear our way to 
this discussion, by showing that 
such false and dangerous sentiments 
may exist. The contrary notion 
is a favourite with many, who have 
learned to shelter loose principles, 
and generally loose practices also, 
under the authority of a great 
poet, but very incompetent teacher 
of religion, in the thread-bare 
couplet— 


*¢ For modes of faith let graceless zealots 
ht: 


His can’t be wrong whose life is in the 
right.”’ 

“Thought is free,” say they: 
‘* error is innocent: doctrines, and 
creeds, and religious opinions, 
make a man neither better nor 
worse: good men are to be found 
among all parties, and a good 
life is all in all.” 

This way of reasoning might be 
tolerated, if religion referred only 
to the form and appearance of 
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outward actions, if minds and mo- 
tives were never to be regarded, 
if there were no God, or if it were 
no part of our duty to treat Him 
with respect and homage. But, 
once admit the existence of a Su- 
preme and Eternal Being, infi- 
nitely glorious and amiable in 
the possession of every possible 
excellence, the Author, Supporter, 
and Benefactor of all other be- 
ings ;—only .admit this primary 
truth, uttered as it is by the voice 
of nature, and reason, and feel- 
ing, of tradition and authority, and 


of every species of argument, and - 


it immediately follows that HE is 
to be honoured, in a manner suited 
to his nature and proportioned to 
his moral worthiness. But a gpi- 
ritual being cannot be honoured 
by outward actions, except so far 
as they are demonstrations of a 
right state of soul towards himself, 
and are useful in promoting that 
state among social creatufes. 
** God is a spirit ;” and therefore 
«* he must be worshipped in spirit 
and truth,” with the inward affec- 
tions. of love, veneration, con- 
formity to his will, and delight in 
his dominion. Now the very jirst, 
and invariably and for ever the 
highest, object to which religion 
has reference, is GoD; and, since 
he can be served and honoured 
only by mental affections, and 
since all affections rest upon senti- 
ments as their previous and neces- 
sary ground, it follows that right 
sentiments concerning God are of 
infinite importance and necessity. 
But right sentiments concerning 
God is only another expression for 
faith in true religion, All essential 
doctrines of religion, such as the 
obligation of creatures to obey the 
divine law, the evil and desert of 
. sin, the loveliness and dignity of 
holiness, and the salvation of sin- 
ners by a divine process of redeem- 
ing and restoring grace,—all flow 
from right sentiments concerning 
God, and are necessary to the 
good order and harmony, not to 
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say the very existence, of right 
AFFECTIONS towards him. Qn 
the other hand, all material error 
respecting sentiments, affections, 
or practice, in matters of religion, 
may be demonstrated to have its 
origin in impure, degrading, and 
false opinions concerning the na- 
ture, the attributes, or thé govern. 
ment of the Supreme Being. 

The fact, also, of an existing 
divine revelation proves the evil 
of false opinions in the concerns 
of religion, and the duty of receiy- 
ing and obeying the truth. Has the 
wisdom and benevolence of the 
adorable Jehovah condescended to 
construct so magnificent a temple of 
inspiration and evidence in which 
to make known his will to men? 
and can it be thought a matter of 
indifference whether this message 
from heaven be received according 
to its proper character and inten- 
tion, or be admitted in such a way 
as nullifies, or at least greatly per- 
verts, that intention, or be rejected 
altogether ? 

The inference, which reason 
draws from the fact of revelation, 
is decisively maintained by the 
declarations of that revelation it- 
self. We find, in this sacred yo- 
lume, many carnest cautions 
against erroneous doctrines; and 
many commands to take heed lest 
we be deceived, to beware of false 
prophets, men who pervert. the 
right ways of the Lord, gain- 
sayers, subverters of souls, liers in 
wait to deceive, men of corrupt 
minds and destitute of the truth, 
liars, deceivers, antichrists, re- 
sisters of the truth, reprobate con- 
cerning the faith, evil men and 
seducers, deceiving and being de- 
ceived, false teachers who privily 
bring in damnable heresies, un- 
learned (by refusing to submit 
their minds to the teachings of the 
word and Spirit of God), unstable, 
wresting the Scriptures, causing 
the way of truth to be evil spoken 
of, and bringing upon themselves 
and their followers swift destrue- 
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tien. The same gracious Spirit 
who has given-us these awakening 
warnings, has also dictated such 
precepts and admonitions as the 
following: —‘‘ Now I beseech 
you, brethren, mark them which 
cause divisions and offences con- 
trary to the doctrine which ye 
have learned ; and avoid them.— 
For I am jealous over you with 
godly jealousy; for [have 
espoused you to one husband, that 
I may present you as a chaste 
virgin to Christ. But I fear, lest 
by any means, as the serpent be- 
guiled Eve, through his subtilty, 
so your minds should be corrupted 
from the simplicity that is in 
Christ.—For such are false apos- 
tles, deceitful workers, transform- 
ing themselves into the apostles of 
Christ. And no marvel; for Sa- 
tan himself is transformed into an 
angel of light. ‘Therefore it is no 
great thing if his ministers also be 
transformed as the ministers of 
righteousness ; whose end shall be 
according to their works, — But 
there be some that trouble you, 
and would pervert the gospel 
of Christ. But thongh we, or an 
angel from heaven, preach any 
other gospel unto you than that 
which we have preached unto 
you, let him be accursed.—And 
this I say, lest any man should 
beguile you with enticing words. 
As ye have therefore received 
Christ Jesus the Lord, so walk ye 
in him: rooted and built up in 
him, and stablished in the faith, 
as ye have been taught, abounding 
therein with thanksgiving. Be- 
ware lest any man spoil you 
through philosophy and vain de- 
ceit, after the tradition of men, 
after the rudiments of the world, 
and not affer Christ. For in him 
dwelleth all the fulness of the 
Godhead bodily.—N ow the Spirit 
speaketh expressly, that in the 
latter times some shall depart from 
the faith, giving heed to seducing 
spirits, and doctrines of devils; 
speaking lies in hypocrisy ; having 








1826.) which prevail amony Young People of cultivated Minds. 399 


their conscience seared with a hot 
iron.— For that day shall not 
come, except there come a falling 
away first, and that man of sin be 
revealed, the son of perdition; 
and with all deceivableness of un- 
righteousness in them that perish ; 
because they received not the love 
of the truth, that they might be 
saved, And for this cause God 
shall send them strong delusion, 
that they should believe a lie; 
that they all might be damned 
who believed not the truth, but 
had pleasure in unrighteousness.” 
These testimonies may suffice 
to show with what frequency and 
solemnity the Lord Jesus and the 
apostles, whom he inspired to re- 
cord his will for the use of all 
future ages, taught the possibility, 
the actual occurrence, and the 
melancholy prevalency, of errors 
in religion, highly pernicious in 
their present effect on the spiritual 
state-of the soul, and in their final 
consequences most dangerous and 
even fatal to our hopes of salva- 
tion. Surely this is abundant evi- 
dence to satisfy us that the dan- 
gers against which the Bible warns 
us are not imaginary or trivial; 
that, while some are ruined by 
careless and scornful ignorance, 
‘* darkening their understandings, 
and thus alienating them from -the 
life of God,” ethers are beguiled 
by enticing words, profane and 
vain babblingswhich corrode likea 
deadly cancer, and are dashed 
down to the bottomless gulf of 
perdition by false knowledge, 
flattering and deceptive opinions, 
misapplied science, perverted phi- 
losophy, that of which they are so 
proud as “ the light which is in 
them,” and which is of their own 
kindling, but which is, - indeed, 
‘* darkness” of the most awful kind, 
the darkness of fell delusion now, 
and, in the invisible world which 
is just about to open before them, 
the darkness of despair and ever- 
lasting woe. QO God, the infi- 
nitely merciful Sovereign! grant 
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us to be preserved from all de- 
ceivableness of unrighteousness, 
and to receive the love of the 
truth that we may be saved! 

Hoping for this heavenly gui- 
dance and efficacious blessing, I 
proceed to lay before your serious 
consideration some remarks upon 
what I conceive to be, in the pre- 
sent circumstances of the Christian 
church, the most prevalent and 
dangerous delusions of religious 
opinion. They are,—a secret dis- 
belief of the truth and authority 
of Christianity ;—a supposition of 
being able, at some future time, 
that may be convenient to carnal 

assions and worldly pursuits, to 
ay hold of the securities and com- 
forts of religion;—an expecta- 
tion, in the case of dying in an 
impenitent and unpardoned state, 
of an eventual restitution to vir- 
tue and happiness ;—making the 
doctrines of sovereign and effi- 
cacious grace a reason for conti- 
nuing in a state of sin;—view- 
ing religion as a system of outward 
erformances ;—looking upon re- 
igion as a kind of necessary 
evil, unwelcome on its own ac- 
count, and only desirable as a 
resourse from something still worse ; 
and—confidence of a safe state 
without the proportionate evi- 
dences of sanctification. The 
first only of these ways of dark- 
ness can we now treat upon. The 
others will remain for or con- 
sideration. 

I. The dark principle which is 
cherished in the hearts of some, is 
a secret, ardent wish, sometimes a 
strong hope, and, insome instances, 
a fond persuasion, that the decla- 
tions and authority of revealed 
religion have no foundation in 
truth. 

It is too well known that there 
are, in all classes’ and ranks of 
society, open, audacious, and pub- 
licly blaspheming infidels; ‘‘ raging 
waves of the sea, foaming out their 
own shame.” But there is reason 
to fear that more than a few are 
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concealed infidels, or wishing to 
be such. ‘These are commonly 
young persons of better education, 
and possessing some degree of re- 
ligious knowledge superior to that 
of the other class, though even 
this knowledge is extremely poor 
and defective. They are, proha- 
bly, under the influence of parents, 
or other superiors, whom vene- 
ration, fear, or interest, makes them 
unwilling to offend and distress; 
and they have often some remain- 
ing convictions, some occasional 
heavings, and, as it were, convul- 
sive throes of conscience, which 
further operate to prevent their 
walking openly in the way of 
sinners, and sitting down, with 
bold defiance, in the seat of the 
scorner. But they are, ina very 
awful manner, living ‘‘ without 
God in the world.” Their hearts 
are filled with thoughts and con- 
trivances of wickedness, their ima- 
gination delights in framing scenes 
and acts of criminality, their mind 
and conscience are defiled, and 
so far as they can and dare, they 
live in practical.sin. Seldom, or 
— never, do they bow the 

nee in even the empty formality 
of secret prayer; and they are not 
a little glad, if any circumstance 
occurs to relieve them from the 
irksome attendance on religious 
duties in the family, or in the pub- 
lic services of the Lord’s day. 
This constrained connexion with 
the outward forms of religion is 
the burden of their lives; and they 
look with envy on the bold blas- 
phemer, the avowed libertine, the 
public debauchee. Licentious, 
obscene, and sceptical books or 
le sae especially if clothed in 
ascinating poetry, orrecommended 
by names which the world admires, 
they eagerly obtain, and privatel 
they devour the poisoned food. 
Their object is to get some prin- 
ciple on which they may justify 
their conduct to their consciences, 
and be at ease within, while they 
are adding sin to sin, and rolling 
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wicked pleasures as a sweet morsel 
under their tongues. Infidel opi- 
nions hold forth to them all that 
they desire: The daring asser- 
tions, the unblushing falsehoods, 
the artful sneers, the subtly con- 
trived vbscurities, and the bursts 
of strong ribaldry, which charac- 
terize the seductive books of their 
guides, they lay up in their hearts ; 
and so far as-their ignorance’ of 


‘the argumentative evidences. of 


revelation, or their forgetfulness of 
what they might once have learned, 
will permit, they welcome the se- 
duction, they yield themselves 
most willingly to its force, and, 
to the utmost of their daring, they 
become infidels at heart. 

It is but too possible that some 
one of this description, though un- 
known and unsuspsected, may be 
now perusing this address. If it be 
so, 1 entreat you, my unhappy 
reader, not to turn aside from 
a-sincere and candid remon- 
strance. Allow me to ask, whe- 
ther you are fairly and honestly 
satisfied with your condition; are 
you not really conscious, that 
“the light which is in you is 
darkness?” Have you not at 
times deep misgivings, aud dismal 

ans of conscience, and horrid 
fare in the dark recess of your 
heart? Dare you to say, No? 
Your changeful look, your pallid 
lips, your faultering tongue, betray 
the force which you are putting 
upon them. You know that you 
are not performing a fair and ho- 
nourable part between God and 
yourself. You know that you are 
not acting, in this great cause, as 
au honest juryman, or a faithful 
and upright judge; you give all 
the force, and zeal, and interest of 
your mind to one side of the ques- 
tion; and you are either extremely 
unacquainted with the arguments 
on the other side, or you are con- 
scious of having treated them in 
the most inequitable manner, and 
of having bestowed your pains, 
not seriously to understand, tho- 
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roughly toimagine, and impartially 
to weigh, but only to pervert, 
cavil, and ridicule. What, but 
the consciousness of a bad cause, 
would lead you thus to deal trea- 
cherously with your own reason? 
Have you travelled over the ex- 
tensive field of moral evidence, of 
history and antiquities, of philo- 
logy and natural science, of re- 
searches into the condition of the 
world at the origin of Christianity, 
the circumstances in which it was 
placed, and the causes of its pre- 
servation and prevalence, the ar- 
gument from prophecy, and that 
from the internal characters of the 
system? Perhaps you are con- 
scious of deplorable ignorance 
upon every one of these topics. 
Perhaps you are surprized at being 
told, that from any one of these 
points, taken singly, the friends of 
Christianity have brought proofs 
in favour of its divine origin, 
which have never been answered, 
which have not been even fairl 
met, and which they challenge all 
the strength of infidelity to assail. 
Oh, are you not well aware that 
your strongest argument is the en- 
mity of your heart to holiness, 
that your only real objection to 
the religion of Jesus lies in its 
being incompatible with the love 
and practice of sin, in its being for 
ever irreconcilable with the wicked- 
ness which you love? Are you 
also insensible to the silent elo- 
quence of moral proof, which has 
shone from the holy lives and 
happy deaths of sincere Chris- 
tians; perhaps of your own pa- 
rents, te of your master or 
mistress, perhaps of the very be- 
nefactor who has been the friend 
of your youth, and whom you are 
now repaying with the vilest in- 
gratitude ? 

If your infidelity were honour- 
able and upright, why do you con- 
ceal it? If your motives are pure, 
and you can come into court with 
clean hands, why do you shrink 
back and make your abode in 

3F 
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ambiguity, and perhaps directly 
false professions, to deceive your 
parents or friends? If a Christian 
were to act-a similar part, you 
would call him a hypocrite, and 
justly. But true Christians do 
not so. Myriads of them have 
borne, with meek resignation, the 
anger and abandonment of their 
dearest relatives; have suffered 
the loss of every thing valuable on 
earth—their property, their friends, 
their comfort, their liberty, and 
have submitted to chains and 
dungeons, to the extremity of 
torture, and to deaths the most 
cruel that diabolical invention 
could contrive—rather than re- 
nounce their Saviour, or preva- 
ricate in their testimony of attach- 
ment to him, or violate any of his 
holy commandments. 

Unhappy young man! your 
secret scepticism is not the fruit 
of truth and integrity. You know 
that it has risen from principles 
the very reverse from the love and 
practice of sin. You are self- 
convicted ; your boasted “ light is 
darkness.” You ‘ love darkness 
rather than light, because your 
deeds are evil.” And, Oh, ‘“‘ How 
GREAT is that darkness!” Oh 
that you could be persuaded to 
spend a serious hour in the reflec- 
tion upon it! It is a darkness of 
the blackest and most pestilential 
kind. You pretend to be a dis- 
ciple of REASON; and you are 
violating its best dictates, and 
trampling upon its highest exer- 
cises. You talk of conscientious 
objections aud sincere scruples, 
yet you are acting the part of 
gross insincerity, and are sileucing 
your conscience, and crushing its 
remonstrances. ‘‘ You make lies 
your refuge, and under falsehood 
_ are vainly endeavouring to 

ide yourself.” You boast of li- 
berty of mind, freedom of thought, 
and superiority to prejudice; yet 
are you the veriest slave ; you are 
held in the chain of your sins, and 
under the dominion of the. most 
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criminal lusts and passions. Think 
also, ‘‘ how great is the darkness,” 
of your guilt, You are carrying 
on a system of infamous deception 
towards your earthly friends, from 
whom you are so careful to conceal 
your character and principles, 
You insult the Holy and AL 
mighty God, the gracious Saviour, 
the Spirit of truth and merey, 
You have renounced his word, 
you spurn his precepts; you 
cut yourself off from his precious 
promises ; your only portion in the 
book of heaven lies in its righteous 
and terrible threatenings. And 
Oh, are not those threatenings 
even now beginning to take their 
accomplishment? Are not the 
invisible ministers of vengeance 
already opening their adamantine 
hands to grasp you, and hold yeu 
for ever? ‘*Qh that you were 
wise, that you would consider 
this ;” then hope would _ revive 
concerning you; then might the 
true light shine into your heart; 


the light of mercy, pardon, purity; 


the light of Jesus, whose love and 
power are adequate to save even 
ou! 

The Lord grant that this humble 
expostulation may, by his. omni- 
potent grace, be the means of con- 
viction and true conversion, to the 
wretched unbeliever who walks in 
darkness ! 


Sessa setes 


ON THE WANT OF A_ PUBLIC 
SPIRIT IN MINISTERS OF THE 
GOSPEL. 


‘¢ Our minister is not a man of 4 
public spirit,” are terms of regret 
which your correspondent remem- 
bers to have heard used by a 
respectable member of a Christian 
church. Time, and persons, and 
place, must, of course, remain 
secret. I am well aware that there 
will always remain, even amongst 
good men, while in this state of 
imperfection, a great diversity 

character; nor do I feel at all dis- 
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posed to judge unfavourably as to 
the real state of any individual 
rofessor of religion, where there 
js no avowed renunciation of the 
leading principles of the Gospel, 
nor any course of moral conduct 
aied inconsistent with its ob- 
vious requirements. But notwith- 
standing this, it must, I think, be 
admitted, that a state of mind such 
as that alluded to, ought to put its 
possessor upon very serious and 
scrutinizing examination. Not to 
cherish a public spirit, as to mat- 
ters of religion, it cannot be denied, 
forms a perfect contrast to the 
spirit and conduct of the first pro- 
mulgators of Christianity, and 
particularly as it regards our Lord 


himself, that great examplar of 


“ whatsoever ,things are — pure, 
whatsoever things are lovely, what- 
soever things are of good report.” 
And not to be imitators of him 
“who has left us an example that 
we should follow his steps,” is 
surely no favourable indication of 
real discipleship. It is true that 
the state of this country espe- 
cially, is very different from the 
state of the world at the time at 
which the Saviour made his ap- 
pearance on the earth; but still 
there is much land to be possessed ; 
many souls evidently in an uncon- 
verted state, even in this highly 
favoured kingdom, and many too 
who are not very likely to place 
themselves under the regular mi- 
nistrations of the gospel. When 
a minister, professing evangelical 
sentiments, confines his attention 
to the people who voluntarily 
come under his care, when no in- 
terest, under such circumstances 
as these, seems to be felt in refer- 
ence to objects beyond the strict 
requirements of professional en- 
gagements, might we not, with 
allectionate earnestness, ask the 
uestion, ‘*« What doest thou more 

n others?” The labours even 
of @ minister of the gospel may 
have self-interest as much, and as 


exclasiyely in view, as those of 
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the merchant or the tradesman 
who regularly attends at the ac- 
customed hours of business at his 
shop or warehouse. To be con- 
versant about religion, anda future 
state, by no means excludes the 
possibility -of secular motives. 
They may act, to the exclusion 
of better principles, under the 
cover of a holy calling, and where 
nothing is done but what the pay- 
ment of a certain annual stipend 
renders necessary, is there not 
painful reason for suspicion that 
the mind is worldly, even in the 
exercise of religious and spiritual 
functions ? 

There aré few ministers who 
might not embrace opportunities 
of preaching the gospel beyond 
the bounds of their immediate 
charges, and even where that could 
not be done, much, in general, 
might be accomplished, by en- 
couraging the efforts of others. 
Besides, there are institutions al- 
most innumerable, having for their 
object the promotion, in some way 
or other, of the interests of reli- 
gion, for the success of which a 
minister may, by his influence, 
perform much. In congregations, 
of any denomination, the minister, 
of course, is expected to take the 
lead in every exertion that relates 
to religion, and, in general, where 
he is not disposed to take an active 
part, little or nothing is done. So 
that a minister destitute of a public 
spirit, is often culpable far beyond 
what relates merely to his own 
lack of service. Probably he is 
in some measure responsible for 
all that is not done within the 
sphere of his exertions. It is by 
no means the writer’s intention to 
convey the idea that our ministers 
should always be the foremost 
with their subscriptions. This, 
with a few eyceptions, they have 
not the means eldcings nor is it 
at all necessary that they should 
head the list of contributors of 
pecuniary aid, in order to give suf- 
ficient proof of their possessing a 
3.F 2 
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public spirit. Their business is 
rather to stimulate and direct; 
to excite to acts of holy benefi- 
cence, by the elucidation and en- 
forcement of gospel requisitions 
and motives; and where . they 
really possess the affections of a 
people, enjoying the means of be- 
neficence, if no active interest, or 
but very little, is manifested, with 
regard to the cause of religion 
beyond the bounds of their own 
immediate inclosure, we should 
not risk much in ascribing the 
cause to the want of a public 
spirit in those who minister in holy 
things. n. 
THE CLAIMS OF THE SOCIETY FOR 
THE RELIEF OF AGED AND IN- 
FIRM MINISTERS. 

(To the Editors.) 
GENTLEMEN,—I presume that 
your correspondent J. who is de- 
sirous of establishing a fund for 
the Relief of Aged and Super- 
annuated Ministers, has little in- 
tercourse with the metropolis, or 
he would have heard that some 
eight years since, a society had 
been formed for the express object 
which he has so ably advocated. 
He will, I trust, be happy to learn 
that the appeal which he has 
made to his brethren in the minis- 
try, and his ‘lay-brethren,” has 
been anticipated, and that they 
have already set him an example, 
and have been from year to year, 
and are still inviting his active and 
liberal co-operation in this labour 
of love. Many of his valuable 
remarks have been presented to 
the public in the past reports of 
the Society for the Relief of Aged 
and Infirm Protestant Dissenting 
Ministers, and others of them 
may be advantageously introduced 
in future years. In justice to the 
claims of that Society, and to 
show your worthy correspondent 
that the “disgrace” of which he 
complains has been felt by others, 
as well as by himself, and that 
there exists in this interesting de- 






partment of Christian sympath 
and benevolence an ample field for. 
the exercise of his zeal and gene. 
rosity, I have transmitted the 
following extract from one of its 
reports, with some brief notices of 
its present state, which, 1 doubt 
not, you will readily insert in 
your miscellany. It is almost 
unnecessary to add, that after ren- 


.dering my services to the Insti. 


tution from its formation, it will 
be truly gratifying to me should 
this correspondence be the means 
of making it better known to the 
friends of humanity and religion, 
and of promoting its prosperity. 

I am, Gentlemen 

Very faithfully yours, 

Tuomas Rvssg1. 

Walworth, July 1, 1826. 


Extract from the Second Annual 
Report of the Society for the Re- 
lief of Aged and Infirm Protestant 
Dissenting Ministers. 


‘* Before the formation of this Society, 
it had long been a matter of surprize and 
regret, that, while some provision has been 
made for almost every species of distress, a 
little attention should have been paid to 
the case of Aged Protestant Dissenting 
Ministers, who have spent the greater part 
of their lives in endeavouring to promote 
the best interests of their fellow creatures. 
It is scarcely possible to conceive any 
objects of Christian benevolence having 
stronger claims to our sympathy and aid, 
than are to be found among persons of 
this description. Some are wholly inca- 
pacitated for public service, and in the de- 
cline of life find themselves in a dependant 
and even destitute state; and others, who 
do not wholly discontinue their labours, 
experience, from the loss of friends by 
death, and other causes, a serious dimi- 
nution of their income, when, in conse- 
quence of their growing infirmities, aa 
increase of it is needed ; and, in some in- 
stances, their painful feelings are height- 
ened by the thought, (which will at times 
force itself upon their mind,) that they are 
supposed by mary to retain their station 
for a mere subsistence, when they are 20 
longer useful. The prospect of such an 
issue to a long life devoted to the mi- 
nistry, must excite anxious fears in the 
breasts of young ministers, and have 4 
tendency to damp their zeal. 

“To alleviate these fears, and, at the 
same time, to afford some substantial relief 
to the sufferers themselves, a few indivi 
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duals directed their attention to a plan for 
the assistance of aged and infirm Protes- 
tant Dissenting Ministers in necessitous 
circumstances. After several meetings of 
Dissenters of the Three Denominations, it 
was deemed desirable to unite their efforts, 
asin the ‘‘ Widows’ Fund,”’ to carry this 
design into effect. This Institution was, 
in consequence, formed on the 2d of June, 
1818, and a liberal subscription com- 
menced for the furtherance of its objects.’’ 

With one of the reports, the 
following letter from the Secretary 
was extensively circulated, 

¢ Sin,—I am directed by the Committee 
of the Society for the Relief of Aged and 
Infirm Protestant Dissenting Ministers, to 
enclose you an account of the proceedings 
of that Society. From the Report you 
willlearn the nature, progress, and present 
state of the Institution. I[t will, no doubt, 
be gratifying to you to perceive the mea- 
sure of relief already communicated to 
many respectable, aged, and distressed 
ministers, whose cases have been received 
and approved by the Committee. To carry 
the benevolent intentions of the Society 
into full effect, in meeting the claims of 
new applicants, and increasing the sums 
granted to those whose cases have been 
approved, and who need additional assist- 
ance, they are-desirous of securing your 
co-operation, They respectfully solicit 
that you will avail yourself of the oppor- 
tunities and means you possess of making 
the Society knuwn among your friends, 
and of augmenting its funds, by subscrip- 
tions, donations, or collections. 

“Any communications respecting the 
Society, will be thankfully received by the 
Treasurer, Secretary, or any of the mem- 
bers of the Committee.” 

Signed by the Secretary. 


By a reference to the last printed 
report, it appears that thirty-two 
aged or infirm ministers were re- 
lieved in the preceding year. The 
income of the Society, from annual 
subscriptions, and sermons preach- 
ed on its behalf, are insufficient for 
its expenditure, and consequently 
a considerable part of the late do- 
nations and life subscriptions has 
not been funded, although it is 
evidently desirable that they should 
always be so appropriated. 

I hope you will not deem me 
trespassing too much on your 
pages, by requesting the insertion 
of the following short extracts 
from letters recently received from 
some of the beneficiaries of the 
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Society. They are all of them 
from ministers of the Independent 
denomination. 


March 4, 1826.—** | desire to give the 
warmest praise to God for the existence of 
this Society, for if it had not been for 
relief received from it, my pecuniary dis- 
tress, added to. my bodily affliction, would 
have been of an overwhelming nature.” 

March24,1826.-—“‘Impressed with a sense 
of the greatest gratitude for past favours, 
I am still under the necessity of soliciting 
your kindness this year also. I am now 
entered on my eighty-sixth year; my wife 
is still living, and my daughter, who-is a 
cripple, is with me, and my son’s orphan 
child is under my protection, otherwise it 
must be in the hands of a parish. Gen- 
tlemen, your labour of love will never be 
forgotten, and may every blessing of the 
new covenant rest upon you, with ee! 
blessing of this life, is the sincere wis 
and humble prayer of your unworthy ser- 
vant in Christ.” 

May 22, 1826.--** Permit me now to 
request your kind remembrance of me, 
with your other necessitous friends. What a 
most merciful Institution is your Society. 
At times I endeavour to contrast my pre- 
sent state with what it might have been 
had there been no such relief provided ; 
when it is not easy for me to express my 
feelings of gratitude to my great bene- 
factor, who, by his grace hath stirred up 
so many active and benevolent minds.” 

May 29, 1826.—** You will have the 
goodness to introduce my case to the re- 
collection of the Committee for the Relief 
of Aged and Infirm Protestant Dissenting 
Ministers. Am now in my eightieth year, 
the subject of manifold infirmities, wants, 
and weaknesses. ‘ Troubled, yet not dis- 
tressed, perplexed, not in despair.’ Dur- 
ing the last year have lost several chief 
friends, and am almost forgotten in the 
world.”’ 


~~ 7. 


ON CONGREGATIONAL BRO- 
THERLY SOCIETIES. 
(To the Editors.) 


GENTLEMEN—The age in which 
it is our lot and privilege to live 
is happily characterized by a most 
ardent zeal for the diffusion of 
knowledge. It is truly delightful 
to a philanthropic mind, to observe 
with what eagerness those who 
possess information are seeking to 
impart it. There are but few mi- 
sers in the intellectual world. It 
seems to be ordained, that one 
half of the pleasure of knowledge 
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shall arise from communicating it. 
In this distribution of ideas, the 
lower classes of society come in 
for a large share: hence have 
arisen the systems -of instruction 
established for their benefit. It 
was easy to perceive that the edu- 
cation of the labouring classes 
could not be limited by Sunday 
Schools, or by the British and 
National systems of popular edu- 
cation. A capacity to read is a 
most impulsive faculty, perpetual- 
ly urging on its possessor into those 
regions of facts and ideas which 
he has never yet visited. He is 
endowed with an ability, and 
prompted by curiosity, to travel 
onwards. This is perfectly law- 
ful and natural. If we would 
restrain him, we cannot; and if 
we could, we ought not. If it be 
wrong for a labouring man to pos- 
sess knowledge, he ought not to 
be educated; for by being edu- 
cated, even so far as an ability to 
read goes, he has had the key of 
the treasure put into his hand, 
with an injunction to help himself, 
We need not, then, wonder at the 
present aspirings which we. ob- 
serve amongst the people after 
knowledge; nor need we regret 
them. The end must be good, 
notwithstanding some incidental 
evils which may arise in this 
march of the public mind. Still, 
however, it is our duty, as Chris- 
ans and as ministers, to exert our- 
selves to the uttermost that the 
moral culture of society may 
keep pace with its intellectual 
growth. It is feared by some 
that the public institutions set up 
for the improvement of the artizans 
will not be altogether harmless, 
but will open a door for a covert 
attack upon revealed religion. 
Perhaps their fears are groundless, 
At any rate, we may, in a consi- 
derable measure, provide against 
the mischief, by establishing simi- 
lar associations within the circle 
of our own congregations, and 
thus taking care to combine re- 
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ligion with science ; and the ob. 
ject of my present paper is to 
furnish an account of a very use- 
ful and interesting Society, which 
has been formed in the sphere 
of my ministerial exertion. 

Its designation is the Brotherly 
Society. Its object is to promote 
the religious benefit, general im- 
provement, and brotherly spirit of 
its members, and, at the same 
time, to attach them to the congre- 
gation to which they belong, and 
thereby to assist the prosperity of 
that body. The Society is com- 
posed of young men of all ranks, 
from the sons of our most affluent 
people, down to the elder and 
best-behaved youths in our Sun- 
day School. Its officers are, a 
Patron, President, four Guar- 
dians chosen trom the leading men 
in our congregation, a Committee, 
Secretary, and Treasurer. The 
Society holds a monthly meeting 
in our school-room, when, at 
@ given time, the names are called 
over, and the absentees marked 
and fined; which is done again at 
the close of the meeting, and those 
who have come in since the first 
call have half the fine remitted. 
At this meeting three of the mem- 
bers, taken in alphabetical order, 
read either an original essay, or an 
extract which they may have copied 
from some author, Any member, 
however, may decline reading, if 
he wishes it. 
lowed to make any remark on 
what is read; this rule is intro- 
duced to prevent the Institution 
from ever becoming a debating 
society ; and, to prevent it from 
degenerating into a speechifying 
meeting, every thing delivered 
must be read, and nothing spoken. 
The President has _ unlimited 
power to stop any reader who 
may have made an unsuitable se- 
lection of subject, or who may 
advance any thing erroneous oF 
improper. He has also full li- 
berty to make what remarks he 
may please on what is delivered. 


No member is al- . 
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If any original essay of peculiar 
excellence be real, it is, by the 
yote of the meeting, deposited 
athong the papers of the Society. 
At the monthly meeting, visiters 
are appointed for the ensuing 
month, to visit the sick brethren, 
and also to inquire into any cases 
of immorality, or negligent attend- 
ance, that may have occurred, the 
report of which is delivered at the 
next meeting. A book of records 
is kept, in which the proceedings 
of the Society are entered. When 
a meniber dies, or leaves the town, 
an inquiry is made into his cha- 
racter, which, if it be favourable, 
is preserved at some length in the 
record. We have-already some 
precious memorials of those who 
sleep in Jesus, aud who finished 
their course in honour And in joy. 

Besides the nronthly meetings, 
there is also an annual one, when 
the officers are chosen, and an 
address is delivered by the Patron 
or President. 

In order to extend the benefits 
of the Society, and meet the de- 
mands of the age, we have lately 
appointed an additional meeting, 
to be held a fortnight after the 
usual monthly meeting, at which 
lectures are delivered, either by 
the Patron, President, the Guar- 
dians, or some other friend. An 
honorary member, well versed in 
chemistry, has commenced a 
course of lectures on that science, 
accompanied by illustrative ex- 
periments, One of the Guardians 
has delivered a few lectures, in 
which, by a familiar method, he 
has explained the powers of the 
human mind. The President is 
about to lecture on mechanics. 
The Patron has commenced a 
course of lectures on ecclesiastical 
history. 

It will be obvious from this ac- 
count, that the Society is calcu- 
lated at once to convey instruc- 
tion, and to elicit talent. It may 

supposed, of course, that a re- 
ference to religion is blended with 
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all that is communicated. To aid 
the young men in their pursuit of 
knowledge, a very good library of 
elementary books is formed, which 
they are allowed and recom- 
mended to read. It is not pre- 
tended that we have yet called 
forth much native genius, nor that 
we have received papers worth 
to be embodied with the Philo- 
sophical Transactions; so neither, 
on the other hand, can it be said 
that we have heard nothing at.our 
meetings but puerilities or ab- 
surdities. However humble our 
scientific pursuits, they have been 
invariably conducted with a close 
and sacred regard to the claims of 
religion. Five years’ trial has en- 
abled us to judge of the tendency 
and value of the Society; and 
every successive’ year has en- 
deared it more closely to our 
hearts, and raised it higher in our 
estimation. Our monthly and an- 
nual meetings are seasons of hal- 
lowed delight. Happily we have 
hitherto been preserved in almost 
undisturbed harmony. A storm 
we have never experienced, nor 
have we ever had cause to tremble 
at its dreaded approach ; and if at 
any time a breeze has passed over 
the surface of the peaceful lake, 
it has only raised a ripple, which 
almost immediately fell again into 
the usual calm. This is not a_ 
little to say of a Society which 
now amounts to about a hundred 
and fifty members. The ends of 
the Institution have been answer- 
ed—a spirit of brotherly love has 
been produced ; attachment to the 
congregation in which the Society 
exists has been strengthened ; 
many have found a pleasant circle 
of friends and acquaintance ; piety 
and morals have been guarded; 
and general mental improvement 
has been promoted. I look upan 
the Society with growing delight, 
as an auxiliary to my labours, and 
consider it as a pleasant plant, the 
growth of which I have been ho- 
noured to favour, and the pros- 
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perity of which is a more than am- 
on reward for what little labour I 
ave devoted to its interests. 

- Much of the success of the In- 
stitution is to be traced, under the 
blessing of God, to. the intelli- 
gence, zeal, deep interest, and un- 
wearied perseverance of our Pre- 
sident; and, next to him, to our 
Secretary and one of our Guar- 
dians, who have entered into the 
business with full purpose of heart. 
Without two or three individuals 
of this description, who will take 
up the matter con amore, it is ne- 
ver likely to succeed; but where 
such men can be obtained to form 
the Society, and to conduct it 
with vigour, its benefit will be 
considerable. And in the hope of 
inducing others to make the at- 
tempt, I have been induced to give 
publicity to our success. 

My brethren in the ministry will 
find the scheme no mean auxiliary 
to their success. It will attach 
the younger branches of their 
flocks to them, and to their congre- 
gation ; it will provide all the be- 
nefits of a mechanic’s Institution 
for the labouring class of their 
hearers; and those benefits will 
be afforded in close connection 
with pure and undefiled religion. 

I should have stated also, that 
one part of our plan is to provide 
a Benefit Society, or Sick-club, 
for those members of the Institu- 
tion who choose to avail them- 
selves of its assistance. Provi- 
dent Societies, as they are usually 
conducted among the poor, are 
liable to two objections :—First, 
They are very generally held at 
public houses, which throws the 
members in the way of temptation 
to drinking ; and, Secondly, The 
usually divide their surplus funds 
at Christmas, which is sure, in a 
little time, to occasion their disso- 
lution. Both these evils are avoid- 
ed by our — Although we 
have existed only five years, we 
have .already more than fifty 
pounds in stock; and there is a 
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similar Society in this 
which, having been much lon 
in existence than ours, has fre 
hundred pounds in government 
securities. It is not compulsory 
on all the members of the Bro. 
therly Society to be members of 
the Benefit Society ; but no one 
can belong to the latter who ig 
not associated with the former, 

If I shall have been the means 
of stirring up any to imitate the 
plan here detailed, I shall be am. 
ply repaid for my trouble in mak- 
ing this communication. 

I remain, Gentlemen, 
Your obedient Servant, 
J 


Se ee tied 


ON THE IMPORTANCE OF THE 
SABBATH, CONSIDERED MERE- 
LY AS A CIVIL INSTITUTION, 

(Concluded from page 293.) 


HAVING thus briefly stated some 
of the prominent benefits resulting 
from the Sabbath, considered mere. 
ly as a civil institution, it is pro- 
per we should notice the objection 
sometimes urged against it, that 
the suspension of labour it occa 
sions, impairs the resources of the 
state, and aggravates the poverty 
and distresses of the poor. To give 
weight to the first part of this ob- 
jection, it must be proved that na- 
tional happiness is always propor- 
tionate to national wealth:. and 
that a small addition to the pro- 
ducts of a country conduces more 
to the welfare of its inhabitants, 
than the influence of morality and 
religion. That part of the objec- 
tion which relates to the interests 
of the poor, is wholly delusive. 
The comforts of the poor depend 
not on the amount of their labour, 
but on the compensation they re- 
ceive for it. The labour of one 
man will in this country command 
a larger share of the necessaries of 
life, than that of four men will in 
China. An increase in the supply 
of any article lowers its value, 
when there is no corresponding in- 
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orease in the demand for it. A 
farmer or manufacturer who now 
employs seven men, would, were 
their labour continued on the Sab- 
bath, require only the work of 
six men: of course he would either 
dismiss one, or retain all at reduced 
wages. The addition of Sunday 
to the days of labour, could have 
little or no effect in increasing the 
demand for labour, while it would 
be equivalent to an addition to the 
present supply of one-sixth part of 
the whole labour of the country. 
The consequence of such an addi- 
tion, in reducing the price of labour, 
is obvious. The coffers of the rich 
might indeed be swelled ; but the 
peor would be robbed of their 
weekly rest, without experiencing 
the smallest mitigation of their 
present wants and hardships. To 
banish from society the blessings 


and consolations of religion, and- 


to doom a large portion of its 
members to unceasing toil, in order 
to augment a nation’s wealth, may 
be consistent with the theories of 
an infidel philosophy, which, in 
the pursuit of its own phantoms, 
never stoops to notice the private 
and domestic enjoyments upon 
which it is trampling. But that 
Being whose providence is over 
all his works, did not confine the 
privileges of the Sabbath to the 
wealthy proprietor, and to his sons 
and daughters : but extended them 
to his men servants and his maid 
servants—to his cattle, and to the 
stranger within his gates. 

If we have succeeded in proving 
that the Sabbath, by preserving 
the knowledge and influence of 
religious truth, is essential to 
public virtue, and conducive to 
public order and tranquillity ; and 
that by the quiet which it affords, 
and the habits which it promotes, 
itenlarges the sum of human hap- 
piness, we are surely justified in 
Maintaining, that it ought to be 
countenanced and protected by the 

It may however be urged, 
that the Sabbath, being in its na- 
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ture a religious institution, is be- 
yond the legitimate control of hu- 
man authority; and that our own 
government, being by the very 
grant of its power restricted from 
interfering with religious faith or 
worship, can take no cognizance 
of this day, nor require its citizens 
to observe it. The objection arises 
from a misconception of the true 
grounds on which laws for the 
observance of the Sabbath are 
founded. Mankind are subject 
both to divine and human laws, 
The Deity has affixed to his laws 
their own awtul sanctions; and 
neither requires nor permits his 
frail and erring creatures to assume 
the prerogative of vindicating his 
majesty, by enforcing his com- 
mands, But although the civil 
magistrate may not sit in judg- 
ment on his fellow-men, for acts 
which he may deem displeasing to 
God, he has an unquestionable 
right to transfer to his own code 
such of the divine laws as he may 
think useful to his subjects; and 
having thus made them his own, he 
may properly require obedience to 
them. Thus theft is punished by 
human laws; not because it is for- 
bidden by the decalogue, but be- 
cause it is opposed to the welfare 
of society. Christianity prohibits 
polygamy; but the principles of 
our government do not therefore 
preclude the legislature from visit- 
ing this crime with heavy penalties. 
So also, if blasphemy be deemed 
injurious to society, by its ten- 
dency to deprave the moral sense, 
it may be punished, not as an in- 
sult to the divine majesty, but as 
an offence against the State. 
Hence, likewise, if a periodical 
cessation from labour be regarded 
as advantageous to the general 
good, the legislature may prohibit 
all laborious employments on any 
day they may think proper to se- 
lect. 

Itis futile to argue that the legis- 
lature cannot possess the right we 
are contending for, because it would’ 

3G 
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authorize them, under the plea of 
public utility, to require subscrip- 
tion to creeds, and conformity to 
particular modes of worship. Civil 
society would at once be dissolved, 
if no power were delegated, except 
with a guarantee against its abuse. 
Political as wellas religious rights 
have often been violated under 
pretence of the public good; and 
yet, even in the most popular go- 
veraments, the legislative power is 
necessarily unlimited, except by 
a few constitutional restrictions. 
Few rights are in general more 
dear to mankind than those of 
property ; and yet no government 
is restrained from taxing its sub- 
jects at discretion, through fear 
that the power might be wantonly 
exercised. It cannot be necessary 
to prove, that no law incompatible 
with religious freedom will ever 
be passed, before we can establish 
the right of the legislature to pro- 
tect the Sabbath from profanation 
— it is sufficient, if we prove, that 
the exercise of this right advances 
the welfare of all, without tres- 
passing upon the.just prerogatives 
of any. 

Liberty of conscience consists 
in the free exercise and enjoyment 
of religious profession and wor- 
ship, so far as may not be incon- 
sistent with the public safety and 
tranquillity, and while this liberty 
is enjoyed, no religious right can 
be impaired, Should the legisla- 
ture, for the purpose of cherishing 
and perpetuating a reverence for 
our republican institutions, forbid 
all laborious employments on the 
anniversary of our national inde- 
pendence, they would not certainly 
be guilty of violating the religious 
rights of the community: neither 
are they guilty of such a violation, 
when, in the exercise of a sound 
discretion, they enact laws for the 
observance of the Sabbath. These 
laws do not presume to regulate 
the intercourse between man and 
his Creator; nor to prescribe the 
duties to which the Sabbath is to 





be devoted; but they merely 
suspend on this day the ordin 
occupations and public amuse. 
ments of society. This suspension, 
while it can offend the consciences 
of none, is imperatively demanded 
by the religious faith of the great 
mass of the population. Chris. 
tianity is, in fact, if not in law, the 
religion of our country; and its 
protessors believe it to be their 
duty to abstain on this day from 
all secular employments. If, there- 
fore, the laws did not recognise the 
Sabbath, the Christian might be 
required to spend it in the halls of 
legislation, iu courts of justice, 
in repairing highways, and in 
various other avocations of public 
duty. 

The rights of conscience being 
sacred and inviolable, it is the 
duty of a legislator, not merely 
to respect them himself, but to pro- 
tect them from invasion by others, 
Did the laws permit the ordinary 
business of life to be transacted on 
the Sabbath, the dependent pvor 
would, in a thousand instances, be 
compelled to sacrifice either their 
conscience or their livelihood to 
the cupidity of their employers. 
In vain would the labourer, the 
apprentice, or the slave, ask from 
a heartless master, that repose 
which is at once his right and his 
duty. The request would be an- 
swered by ridicule and reproaches, 
while punishment or dismission 
from his employment would be the 
lot of him who should dare to re- 
spect the command of his Maker 
more than that of his fellow-mor- 
tal. 

The welfare and happiness of 
society, no less than the rights of 
conscience, render it incumbent on 
the government to enforce the ob- 
servance of the Sabbath. A legal 
permission to secularize this day 
would be its virtual abrogation, 
and a rejection of all its proffered 
blessings. The thirst for gain 
would triumph over religious sel- 
timent, and public opinion W 
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ield to the force of example. 
The influence of religion would 
decline, as the occupations of the 
world encroached upon the time 
allotted to her service; and before 
long, the Sabbath would cease to 
be distinguished from ordinary 
days, or distinguished only as a 
season of revelry and licentious- 
vess. The labour of the poor 
would be unrewitted, while its di- 
minished value would aggravate 
their distresses. Deprived of the 
knowledge, they would cease to 
feel either the restraints or the 
consolations of religion ; and alike 
debased and depraved, they would 
be wretched themselves, and dan- 
gerous to social order. The rich 
and enlightened, no longer con- 
trolled by the benevolent precepts 
of Christianity, would pursue their 
own vicious and selfish gratifica- 
tions, regardless of the rights and 
happiness of their fellow men. In- 


‘ fidelity and corruption would gra- 


dually pervade every class, and 
our mild and free institutions, no 
longer supported and strengthened 
by the moral sense of the commu- 
nity, would be found incompetent 
to the protection of property or 
life, and would ultimately give 
place to a government of force 
and terror. 

The voice of history, and our 
own observation, teach us, that in 
every age, and under every form 
of government, the degree of jus- 
tice, security, and liberty enjoyed 
by the subject, is in proportion to 
the virtue of the people. Chris- 
tianity is, in its very nature, hostile 
to oppression and persecution, and 
to every violation of the rights of 
man. This religion is the true and 
only genius of universal emancipa- 
tion ; and wherever it is professed 
in its purity, it proclaims “ liberty 
to the captive, and the opening of 
the prison to them that are bound.” 
Popular institutions, however wise- 
ly contrived and balanced, will 
ever be subverted when assailed 
by the intrigues of ambition, the 
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corruption of wealth, and the mad- . 
ness of passion, if not protected 
by religious sentiment. In vain 
shall we be referred to the free 
states of antiquity, as evidence, 
that liberty and morality are not 
inseparably connected. The down- 
fall of these states, was in every 
instance preceded by the preva- 
lence of luxury and_licentious- 
ness; and even in the fairest 
periods of their history, but little 
regard was shown for buman life 
and happiness. The boasted re- 
publics of Greece and Rome 
afforded less personal security to 
their citizens, than is now enjoyed 
under the most absolute govern- 
ment in Christendom. But why 
resort to the experience of past 
ages, when our own is pregnant 
with instruction? We are our- 
selves familiar with a republic 
which prohibited the observance 
of the Sabbath, proclaimed Chris- 
tianity an imposture, and decreed 
that there was no life beyond 
the grave. We have beheld the 
French people, bursting with con- 
vulsive strength every moral and 
political restraint, and prostrating 
at once the altar and the throne. 
We have witnessed their tremen- 
dous efforts, to eradicate from their 
soil every vestige of monarchy and 
of religion ; tearing from the tomb 
the remains of their kings, and de- 
filing in the dust the volume of 
inspiration. And did they thus 
rear an enduring fabric of civil 
and religious liberty? Were ty- 
ranny and priestcraft for ever ba- 
nished from their land? Did the 
time redeemed from the service 
of God, augment the productive 
industry of the nation? Did the 
maxims of infidelity, substituted 
for the precepts of the Bible, lead 
to socked ebbie and individual hap- 
piness? Alas! the same genera- 
tion which witnessed the birth of 
the terrible republic, beheld also 
its dying agonies. Gorged with 


blood, and exhausted by crime, 
the French nation offered to the 
3G 2 
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world the unparalleled spectacle 
of a whole people, surrendering 
by their own suffrages, all their 
dear-bought liberties into the hands 
of one man; rejoicing in a despo- 
tism that rescued them from the 
horrors of an impious anarchy; 
and thankfully exchanging the 
bloody and abominable rites of 
atheism, for the empty pageantry 
of an intolerant and superstitious 
church, 

Let us learn wisdom from the 
experience of the past. Let us 
cherish and revere the Sabbath, 
as the great instrument provided 
by a beneficent Creator, for pro- 
moting the present and eternal 
welfare of his children. As we 
love our country, and seek her 
glory and prosperity, let us con- 
‘orm to her institutions, as far as 
we are able, to the injunctions of 
Him, who is abundant in wisdom, 
and goodness, and truth, and who 
has declared, “ if thou turn away 
thy foot from the Sabbath, from 
doing thy pleasure on my holy 
day; and call the Sabbath a de- 
light, the holy of the Lord, honour- 
able; not doing thine own ways, 
nor finding thine- own pleasure, 
nor speaking thine own words, 
then shalt thou delight thyself 
in the Lord, and I will cause 
thee to ride upon the high places 
of the earth.” 


BASS VAT AAAS 


LETTERS ON THE TEST AND 
CORPORATION ACTS. 
I.--oN THE APATHY OF PROTESTANT 


DISSENTERS RELATIVE TO THE TEST 
Laws. . 


(To the Editors.) 


GENTLEMEN,—I know of no 
medium through which a few re- 
marks on the nature, influence, and 
operation of the statutes, com- 
monly known by the name of the 
Test Laws, can, with more pro- 
priety, be addressed to my Dis- 
senting brethren, then the columns 
ef the Congregational Magazine. 





I shall, therefore, feel obliged, if 
you will allow me occasional} 
thus to occupy one or two of its 
pages. I will not conceal, that 
my principal object, though ap 
obscure individual, is to endea- 
vour to arouse the Protestant 
Dissenters of this kingdom, to 
whatever denomination they may 
belong, from the apathy into which 
they seem to have fallen on this 
subject; and to convince them, 
that it is their incumbent duty 
to make a vigorous, united, and 
persevering effort to obtain the 
repeal of these intolerant and de- 
grading statutes ;—that there are 
many and cogent reasons, both 
political and religious, why they 
should bestir themselves in this 
matter;—and that there are circum- 
stances which, in the judgment of 
the writer, render the present mo- 
ment peculiarly favourable to such 
a design. 

I have just charged, Gent!emen, 
the Protestant Dissenters, as a 
body, with apathy on a question 
which deeply affects their civil 
and religious interests. Nor is 
that charge rashly and inconsi- 
derately made, though it is readily 
admitted that there are many 
honourable exceptions. It will 
not be difficult to prove, that such 
a feeling, or rather such a want of 
feeling, exists; and that to this it 
is chiefly to be attributed, that 
these odious and degrading sta- 
tutes continue to disgrace this land 
of civil freedom and _ religious 
liberty. On many occasions, it 
has been seen, that sects, which, 
however respectable in themselves, 


have ever been few in number,. 


yet have succeeded by steady, per- 
severing, and constitutional efforts, 
in obtaining for themselves immu- 
nities and privileges, which others, 
incomparably superior in numbers 
and political importance, have 
neglected to seek, and do not yet 
enjoy. It has not unfrequently 
appeared, that the large and in- 
creasing body of Protestant Dis: 
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senters know how to make their 
just claims heard and respected 
by the British legislature. Wit- 
ness the successful appeal made 
a few years since to the senate, 
when the question of the renewal 
of the East India Charter was 


before Parliament, in behalf of 


Christian missions to that country. 
Witness the effectual resistance 
made to the attempt of Lord Sid- 
mouth to introduce a bill, having 
a manifest tendency to abridge 
the rights of Dissenters. Witness 
the sivious impression made on 
both Houses of Parliament during 
the session of 1824, by the nume- 
rous petitions which were poured 
in relative to the iniquitous busi- 
ness at Demerara, the important 
discussion which took place on 
that question, and the decision of 
the legislature concerning it. These 
and many other facts prove, that 
the Dissenters, when once they 
take up a question ‘‘ ex animo,” 
have ever obtained, at least, the 
respectful attention of the ruling 
authorities to their petitions, and 
an investigation of the justice and 
reasonableness of their claims— 
if they have not immediately suc- 
ceeded in carrying their object. 
That they have not made such an 
united and vigorous effort during 
the long space of thirty years, can 
only be accounted for by suppos- 
ing, that they are not alive to the 
magnitude and importance of the 
question. 

There are, Gentlemen, certain 
bodies te which the Protestant 
Dissenters of this country are ac- 
customed to look as a kind of 
natural guardians of their civil 
and religious rights; but these 
have been content, as far, at least, 
as the subject of the Test Laws is 
concerned—to slumber at their 
posts, year after year, without so 
much as attempting to awaken 
general attention to that subject, 
or even communicating informa- 
tion respecting these intolerant 
statutes. 


The Ministers of the Three De- 
nominations mect, as is well known, 
in solemn conclave, at_Red Cross 
Street Library, on certain oeca- 
sions, and are considered, when 
thus assembled, as virtually the 
representatives of their brethren 
throughout the British empire. 
They have often done themselves 
great honour by passing resolu. 
tions expressive of their abhor- 
rence of persecution, their attach- 
ment to the cause of civil and 
religious liberty, and their deter- 
mination to adhere to the principles 
of their puritan forefathers; but 
how is it that they have been so 
apathetic with reference to the 
Test Laws? They may, now and 
then, have presented to Parlia- 
ment petitions for the repeal of 
these laws, to which the signatures 
of their own body are attached ; 
but the writer is not aware that 
they have solicited, or promoted, 
conyregational petitions either within 
or beyond the limits of their own 
association. Yet they cannot but 
know, that the effect in Parlia- 
ment of a single petition, signed 
by a few clerical names, however 
well known and respectable, is 
widely different from that which 
would be produced by general 
congregational petitions throughout 
the empire. 

The Deputies are expressly ap- 
pointed as guardians of the civil 
rights of Dissenters, and have, in 
many respects, well and faithfully 
discharged their trust; but, as far 
as a judgment can be formed from 
their public acts, to the question 
of the repeal of the Test Laws, 
they have been almost indifferent. 
It is true, now and then, at very 
distant intervals, able and well 
written circulars have been issued, 
addressed to the pastors of Dis- 
senting Churches, though with 
what intention the persons re- 
ceiving those circulars were unable 
to divine. Certain it is, that in 
many parts of the country, their 
signal has been expected in. vain 
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for a vigorous and consentaneous 
movement; while session after 
session has been lost in waiting 
for ‘‘ a more convenient season.” 

The Protestant Society is avow- 
edly a popular association, formed 
for similar purposes, and has un- 
questionably rendered important 
services to the cause of religious 
liberty; but while its eloquent 
Secretary has been, year by 
year, amusing large audiences with 
graphic .descriptions of petty acts 
of intolerance and oppression, both 
he and the Committee of that So- 
ciety have neglected to aim an 
effectual blow at the hydra of 
——— by calling upon the 
riends of religious liberty to strive 
for the repeal of those unjust and 
intolerant laws, which are the 
fruitful source of all these vexa- 
tions and hardships. 

There are established in most of 
the counties and provincial dis- 
tricts of this kingdom, associations 
of Protestant Dissenting Ministers 
and Churches, which are accus- 
tomed, at their stated meetings, 
to consider all questions affecting 
their religious interests, and devise 
means best calculated to promote 
the good of the whole; but the 
writer has yet to learn, that at any 
of those meetings, at least of late 
years, the attempt has been made 
to impress on the minds of the 
associated members, the iniquity 
and injustice of these penal sta- 
tutes, or excite them to constitu- 
tional efforts for their repeal. 

From the preceding facts, (for 
such they appear to your present 
correspondent to be, and if they 
are not such, he will be most 
happy to be undeceived and 
corrected,) but one conclusion can 
be drawn, namely, that the Pro- 
testant Dissenters of the present 
day are comparatively, if not com- 
pletely, apathetic on the subject of 
the repeal of the Test Laws. To 
what is this torpor to be attributed ? 
Is it that those statutes are a dead 
letter, and that, by the increasing 





A New Balance, allegorically fitted 
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liberality of the age, they have 


become obsolete? or is it, that. 


the objectitself is no longer deemed 
desirable, and that the descendants 
of men, who once made a noble 
stand for the rights of conscienee, 
consider those rights as no longer 
worth contending for? or, is it 
that they, like some of their 
brethren in the slave colonies, 
have been so long accustomed to 
bear the yoke, as scarcely to feel 
its pressure ? or, is it that, despair. 
ing of success, they are content 
to forego the claim, and tamely 
surrender, in perpetuo, their rights 
as men and Britons? 

This article, Gentlemen, would 
be too extended, if the real causes 
of the apathy now complained of 
were to be investigated ; I shall, 
therefore, reserve the statement 
and refutation of those as the sub- 
ject of my next letter, and remain, 

Yours, &c. 
ANDREW MARVELL. 


Beveeseees 


A NEW BALANCE, ALLEGORI. 
CALLY FITTED FOR THE COM- 
MERCIAL WORLD. 


IN conversing, not long since, with 
a friend, the all-commanding and 
all-absorbing topic was that which 
touched on the late distressing 
embarrassments and bankruptcieg, 
«* Legislature,” said he, ‘* has‘in- 
troduced new weights and mea- 
sures, of which J do not complain; 
but we want some apparatus that 
has the power of ascertaining both 
capital and character, with fa- 
cility and precision. As things 
now stand, if a man had the hun- 
dred eyes of the fabled Argus, it 
were impossible to do business 
with safety. While a house in 
trade goes on, its movements are 
too vast, various, and compli- 
cated to be easily understood; 
and when it stops, a series of years 
is necessary, with all the ac- 
comptants and legal advisers that 
can be summoned to the task, be- 
fore a definite settlement can be 
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made. If, in this age of inven- 
tions, a balance could be con- 
trived (and it is surely within the 
limits of possibility and hope) 
which would promptly discover 
every merchant's and tradesman’s 
real and relative weight, what a 
saving of anxiety and labour would 
there be! The suspended and 

ised chair of the celebrated 
Diastecies, constructed for the 
purposes of health, was of little 
value compared with it. Oh, the 
very thought overpowers the miad 
with delight! I see a thousand, 
yea, ten thousand benefits to the 
pation, to Europe, to the whole 
world, from this single contri- 
vance !” 

My sanguine and somewhat ro- 
mantic friend seemed so warmed 
with the subject, that, after we 
had parted, I fell into a deep re- 
verie, and found myself in a large 
hall of the metropolis, where piles 
of ledgers, iron chests, bags, and 
bills, and desks were scattered 
around, and clerks, notaries, soli- 
citors, agents, and principals were 
pouring in at every door. I could 
see, from the strong expression in 
each countenance, that all this stir 
and ferment could not have been 
_ by an ordinary cause, 

hile 1 was musing, my friend 
came up to me, and, with as much 
rapture as Archimedes ever felt, 
exclaimed, ‘* The balance, the 
wished for balance is found, is ac- 
tually found, and will be forthwith 
tried!” We hastened to a part of 
the hall where the curious appara- 
tus had been fixed. Waving at pre- 
sent any minute description, I shall 
just observe that the beam, in ris- 
ing and falling, touched a long 
graduated plate of brass, called 
the Indicator, on which significant 
characters were engraven. 

The first person who came for- 
ward to the trial, was a banker, 
highly applauded by the friends 
who accompanied him ; for I could 
hear them confidently affirming 
there was enough to pay 
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every one, and a very large sur- 
plus. The books were put into 
one scale, and the weights into the 
other; and the balance instantly 
discovered insolvency, and the as- 
sets could not be made, with the 
muster of every available paper 
and document, to rise above ten 
shillings in the pound. The man 
himself was now to be weighed ; 
and as the brazen Indicator had 
three conspicuous departments, 
marked Negligence, Extravagance, 
and Villany, all were impatient to 
learn which of these would be 
pointed out as the cause of the 
failure. He stepped into the 
scale, and the beam passed through 
all the degrees of Negligence, 
just touching, and now nd then 
surmounting, the line of Extrava- 
gance. ‘* Ah!” said one of the 
forementioned applauding friends, 
“this slight deficiency must be 
attributed to an undue and mista- 
ken contidence reposed in agents ; 


* For oft, though wisdom wakes, suspicion 
sleeps 

At wisdom’s gate, and to simplicity 

Resigns her charge ; while goodness thinks 
no ill 

Where no ill seems. 


The next brought to the test 
was a merchant, of lofty port and 
plump ruddy countenance. The 
concern was soon found to be 
very bad, for his effects did not 
quite amount to a fourth part of 
the lawful demands upon him! 
Yet he appeared little cast down, 
and boldly declared that, if his 
property was gone, it would 
speedily be seen by every one 
that his honour remained. He 
seated himself in the scale, and 
the beam rose to the higher de- 
grees of Extravagance, and vacil- 
lated over the line marked Specu- 
lation. 

A plain country tradesman, 
with modest, but rather pensive 
aspect, was now hurried on by a 
bustling, morose-looking creditor, 
who uttered some most harsh and 
bitter censures against him, which 
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several persons declared to be un- 
merited and unjast. The clamour 
of malignity did not, however, 
continue long, for a clap of exult- 
ation rent the air, when the scales 
proved that he was more than 
solvent. 

The balance now began to gain 

some favour, and two persons, one 
a city shop-keeper, and the other 
a merchant, rushed forth at the 
same time, eagerly demanding the 
next turn. The dispute about pri- 
ority being at length settled, these 
hectoring spirits successiveiy leap- 
ed into the scale, and both rose 
nearly to the summit of Vil- 
lany. 
A full detail of the disclosures 
I witnessed, and the conflict of 
assions caused by them, would 
e tedious ; I must therefore con- 
fine myself to some general re- 
marks, 

Though a very great number of 
persons were weighed, only four 
were found solvent, and none of 
these had been deeply engaged in 
business; and in two cases the 
balance was so nearly even, that 
some difference of opinion pre- 
vailed. In a vast majority of 
instances, the insolvents were 
marked by the ‘clear indications 
of moral delinquency. The trem- 
bling beam played over the sur- 
face of that department of the brass 
plate designated Extravagance ; 
and, after hovering for some time 
about the obscure line termed 
Speculation, frequently sprung, 
by a sudden motion, to the ulti- 
mate point of Villany: yet such 
as were proved to be finished bra- 
voes, had still effrontery enough to 
ridicule those whom they had 
before wronged. 

Some commercial failures ap- 
peared, from the brass Indicator, 
to be occasioned by disaster, de- 
fect-of judgment, want of method, 
or precipitancy. The cause of 
such persons excited sympathy in 
the bosoms of all who had any 
regard to the claims of honour and 
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humanity, and had freed their 
minds from prejudice and party: 
feeling. 
But the new-invented balance 
was far from pleasing the great 
majority of ‘the people. Polis 
ticians said it might endanger the 
state; speculators declared it 
would be hostile to a spirit of en: 
terprize, and ruinous to trade; but 
no class of men spoke so vehe 
mently against it as the lawyers, 
who called it the Pandora’s box of 
the presentage. It was execrated 
as a dangerous innovation, as a 
false standard, by most men; and 
by those who were touched with 
superstition it was regarded asa 
magical machine, which could 
only be constructed by the occult 
principles of the black art. The 
more persons were unmasked and 
detected in their knaveries, the 
greater was the clamour; so that, 
at last, crediiors could hardly get 
any one to submit either his ac- 
counts or his character to the 
dreaded test. It was easy to see 
that the ferment of indignant pas- 
sion was rapidly rising to a crisis, 
A ring of learned lawyers, aftet 
laying their heads together, having 
given some significant hints to 
certain resolute fellows, who had 
great interest in the money-mar- 
ket and the mercantile line, they 
rushed forward in a furious onset, 
attacked the balance with huge 
cudgels and iron bars, suddenly 
reducing it to fragments, and rais- 
ing a shout of triumph. Never 
did starving, irritated artists demo- 
lish spinning-jennies or power- 
looms with half the avidity and 
frantic rage that now broke out, 
and defied all remonstrance and 
opposition. My sanguine friend 
stood aghast and pale at the scene 
of violence before him; but, stepé 
ping up to me, said, “ Be not 
dismayed; there is a model of 
this admirable invention saft 
preserved, and I have no doubt 
the utility of the machine will 
eventually gain a place for it if 


(August, 








—-—-F-  S 26 eee eee ee eee Ce 7 


— S 


 SMSSESTrEss secs 








I 














m6.) 
every trading city and town of the 
empire.” 

It were endless to expatiate on 
the benefits to be derived from 
the balance above-described ; but, 
should it not come into use, some 
advantage might arise from study- 
ing the principles on which it is 


‘ eonstructed, and the results al- 


feady stated. Those who failed 
through negligence, as appeared 
from credible and numerous testi- 
monies, were remarkable for late 
rising, lingering dilatory habits, 
fits of haste and impatience, suc- 
ceeding seasons of lethargy and in- 
action. What properly belonged 
to the principal had been often 
entrusted to subordinate agents. 
When failure sprung from ex- 
fravagance, oral evidence, in am- 
ple ra came in to ratify 
the decision of the balance. One 
had possessed two or three ex- 
pensive houses at the same time ; 
another had figured away in the 
splendid walks of fashion and 
amusement; a third had affected 
to be a connoisseur in the fine arts, 
lavishing out money on the choice 
productions of the finest masters ; 
a fourth had herded with pugi- 
lists, projectors, and gamesters. 
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The tricks and dark contriv- 
ances of villany were so numerous, 
and so dextrously managed, that 
if a narrative of them were faith- 
fully given, it would spread out to 
a great length, and wear the air of 
fiction. 

In a word, by a-careful study 
of the world, as it is, not as it ap- 
pears to the careless eye, every 
man in business may acquire an 
experience which will approxi- 
mate, though never perhaps quite 
equal, the wonderful balance 
above-described. Where he sees 
slothful and self-indulgent habits, 
or finds falsehood, or fraud, he 
may well imagine he beholds the 
beam traversing the various de- 
grees of moral delinquency, and 
should be on his guard. Nor will 
he be often imposed upon by soft 
smiling complaisance, or lofty 
daring pretensions, or subtle crafty 
artifices. His judgment, formed, 
guided, and established by know- 
ledge and experience, is the ha« 
lance in which actions and cha- 
racters are weighed; and though 
these results are not uniformly 
correct, they will seldom be far 
from the truth. J.T. B. 

June 9, 1826. 
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XIX.—Rev. John Fletcher to Mr. 
; Treland, Bristol. 
Madeley, Sept. 21, 1773. 


My very pear Farexn.—TI thank 
‘6u for your last. Ido not hear from my 

er: My views of a journey abroad 
continne the same. I have considered 
what you say about the translation of 
my Appeal ; and, I think, I might from 
it take the hint, and do it some day; 
tay I tried to turn a paragraph or two 
theday after I received your letter, but 
found it would be a difficult, if not. im- 
possible work for me: I am sure I 


could not do it abroad. On a journey 

Tam just like a cask of wine, I am g 

for nothing till T have had some time to 
New Seriszs, No. 20. 


settle. What you say about Mr. Wesley 
adds weight to your kind arguménts; 
but supposing he or the people did not 
alter his mind, this would not sufticiently 
turn the scale in point of conscience, 
though it is already turned in point of 
affection. My spiritual circumstances 
are what I must first look at. I am 
brought to a point; I must have a deli- 
yerance, into the liberty of a higher dis- 
pensation ; I tremble lest outward things 
should hurt me. The multiplicity of 
objects, circumstances, and avocations, 
which attends travelling, is little suited 
to my case. I think that, all things con- 
sidered, I should sin against my con- 
science in going abroad, unless [ had a 
call from necessity or from clearer provi- 
3H 


dences. Should Mr. W. find a desire 
of accompanying you, I think you may 
set out-with a single eye according to 
your light and your faith; and [ trust 
the journey would be of service and 
comfort to both; and in that case my 
heart shall go along with-you. But 
you must haste, for the roads of Bur- 
gundy will soon be broken. My request 
is that you may see your way plain, be 
fully persuaded in your own mind, and 
be led and covered by the cloud of 
divine protection. If you go,.pray-pad 
out and converse with the Convul- 
sionaires. I wrote a letter to dear L. 
H.,* but have not sent it for fear of my 
meaning being mistaken. So long as [ 
am engaged in the controversy, I believe 
She thinks I am fighting against our 
dear Lord. I wrote to Mr. Hill that I 
would send him my manuscript answer 
to his Finishing Stroke ; but he has re- 
fused to see it. I have given it to Mr. 
Fawcett (who called here last week,) for 
his inspection. I had rather the spot of 
M. Chester than Kingswood, both for 
air and situation, but the objection of 
building is to me capital ; there is no end 
of the trouble and expense it will involve 
you in. I hope you and-your dear 
spouse drop a tear of mournful joy over 
a little cherub in glory, without one re- 
pining thought. O my friend, how near 
are we to eternity, how near the Lord ; 
may our eyes and hearts open, that we 
may see the glory that shall be revealed 
without a veil of unbelief. Give my 
kindest love and thanks to Mrs. Piercy, 
and tell her, my best prayers attend her, 
that she may have a full gale to make 
the heavenly harbour. You need pati- 
ence and hope with your son; he may by 
and by return with the prodigal son. 
My kindest love and christian respects 
wait upon Mrs. Ireland, Mrs. Norman, 
and Miss Brain. I hear that your sister 
is settled at Aston, in Staffordshire, 
twelve miles off a place where I preach 
sometimes; she keeps a boarding or 
day. school, and has many scholars. I 
‘remain with brotherly and friendly af- 
fection and gratitude, your's in Jesus. 
J. Fretcner. 
XX.—Rev. R. Pearsall to Rev. 
G. Whitefield. 
Warminster, Feb. 18, 1738-9. 
Rev. Sir,—If my real and intimate 
respect for you will not excuse my 





* Probably Lady Huntingdon, 
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writing to one whom I never had the 
satisfaction of seeing, and the pleasure 
of hearing from the pulpit, I have no 
better apology to make for the giving 
you this trouble. 

I have not only heard much of yon, 
but have seen some of your writings, and 
can’t but adore that providence who 
hath raised you up in the church, I hope 
to be signally useful in your day, and 
particularly to give a revival to doctrines 
almost laughed out of countenance by a 
vain and loose world, and to drooping 
vital religion, which has so sadly and 
apparently sunk into formality and luke- 
warmness. hath) 

[doubt not, but while God raises you 
up manv friends and admirers, and gives 
you abundant encouragement, by favour- 
ing you with nosmall success, you meet 
with some that do all they can by gain- 
sayings to check you in your sacred am- 
bition, and oppose your pious intentions. 
But I hope, pe Sir, none of these things 
move you; you have, I doubt not, sat 
down, and counted the cost, before you 
engaged ; you know very well that the 
cause of God hath, in all ages, met with 
but sorry quarter from a vain and evil- 
minded world ; yet Satan owes them a 
spight that appear vigorously for Ged; 
and sure if they called the master of the 
house Belzebub, much more must they 
expect such treatment that are of his 
household. 

Your sermon upon regeneration gave 
mea pleasing surprise ; I thought it won- 
derful (rara avis in terré), that a 
young clergyman just come from Oxford, 
should see the necessity of preaching that 
doctrine, and should have the courage to 
tell the world, that he believed so stale 
and obsolete a point, what has been for 
so many years banished the. pulpits of 
the generality of the clergy of the Church 
of England. Blessed be the God ‘aod 
Father of our Lord Jesus Christ, the 
Father of lights, and the God ofall 
grace, that hath thus signalized and ho- 
noured you; that a spirit of wisdom and 
revelation, the spirit of knowledge anda 
sound mind have been imparted to you; 
that.he hath revealed his Son in your 
soul, while so many of the aged, the 
wise, and prudent, and the disputersof 
the world, are such babes in knowledge, 
and yo purblind in their conceptions of 
the great mysteries of the gospel; 
that hath touched your heart with a live 
coal from his own altar, and thereby 
warmed and avimated you with a lively 
zeal, to spread the savour of Christs 
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name among the multitudes round about 
you. I sincerely think that God hath 
much more honoured you, than if you 
appeared wrapped in lawn, and were 
raised to the best bishoprick in England. 

I congratulate you, and your friends 
upon your safe return to your native 
country ; I have read your journal, and 
was greatly affected with it; and should 
be highly pleased to have it continued 
from the day you left off, by your land- 
ing at Georgia. Many, I believe, as well 
as myself, long to know how you fonnd 


matters in point of religion, and what 


reception you and the Gospel met with 
iw that infant colony; and whether those 
new planters received the word with 
that gladness, as in some other places, 
and whether the word hath run and been 
glorified there. 

I sinverely rejoice, dear Sir, in your 
good beginnings, and wish you a double 
share 0) the divine anointings, beyond 
what you have experienced both in gift 
and grace, and those refreshing tokens 
of the divine presence, as shall not only 
bear you up under your fatigues and 
discouragements, but carry you on your 
way rejoicing. 

-Go on, dear Sir, to spend and be 
spent in your Lord’s work, and may a 
renewal of bodily and spiritual strength 
still attend you; may your life be much 
lengthened, and your usefulness prove 
very extensive. As you have in one of 
your sermons bespoke the prayers of 
your friends, I desire to join with many 
who, I doubt not, are bearing you upon 
their hearts before the mercy seat, where 
I eptreat you will remember one that 
desires to be, 

. Rev. Sir, 
Your affectionate Friend, Brother, and 
Servant, R. Pearsai. 


I beg the favour of a letter from you, 
a§ soon as your affairs will permit, and 
to have an account of God's kind ap- 
pearances in a way of providence and 
grace, will be very acceptable, and the 
larger the better. 


Stet tetetind 


XXI.— Rev. Thomas Reader to 
Rev. Thomas Charles, of Bala. 


Taunton, Aug. 6th, 1785. 
Rev. anv Dear Sir — Your favour of 
July 6th, put an end to every painful 
fear, whether I had not inadvertently 
offended, where I longed to please and 
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profit. Mr. Newman had also given me 
an idea of your numerous and painfal 
labours in the Gospel; under which I 
doubt rot but that you have more of the 
felt presence of Immanuel than servants 
of God who are less employed ; and that 
his presence occasions your clearer 
views of your personal helplessness, 
than they have who have not God so 
near them: all Christians believe, and 
some of them know, that without Christ 
they can do nothing. He is all in all; 
and burdens upon us prove that we are 
nothing in ourselves. 

I wish every future writer on the 
Revelations a faithful Charles to watch 
his steps, with all the care of intelligent 
benevolence. This has been my happi- 
ness; and my heart thanks you for it. 
At the same time, when my brother 
Charles recollects that the church is 
called a woman, Rev. xii., through all 
the times of the serpent and the dragon, 
and yetthat she is called two witnesses 
a part of their time, chap. xi., I think 
you will see that the woman and the 
witnesses must represent the same 
church, at the same time, and in the 
same state, though not in the same 
employment ; for witnesses testify cou- 
rageously, but the woman is weak, yet 
brings forth children. , 

I had scarcely finished my last pam- 
phlet, before I saw the necessity of 
printing the inclosed twelve pages, to 
complete my plan. I had not, how- 
ever, light sufficient for the inclosed, 
till some time after the pamphlet in 
your hands was finished; to which 
please to sew on these twelve pages, 
which, perhaps, would have been 
more pertect if they had been honoured 
with your corrections. I suppose I 
have now done with printing upon pro- 
phecy ; in which I have met with much 
discouragement, and expect more. 
But whatever is true, faith says, will be 
soon and long popular. If it would 
contribute to the conversion -of- the 
Jews, to arrange the prophecies which 
in future respect that people, under 
their several heads and times, together 
with an explication of them, God will 
stimulate some of his servants to this 
work. I suppose, however, that God 
will not find faith upon the earth, when 
he comes to do this great work. 

At present I am thinking of putting 
a copy of my sermon, entitled The. In- 
curable Abomination ; or God's asserté 
that Popery never did, nor will alter for 
the better, into the hands of about’a 

3H 2 
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hundred of the most thinking of our 
British legislators of both houses of 
Parliament, and into the hands of Con- 
gress, if I can find a method of doing it. 
I design also to stimulate every borough 
in my veighbourhood, to send up a pe- 
tition to Parliament, the next sessions, 
against the infamous Slave Trade, which 
drags about 100,000 miserable Africans 
every year from their native shore; 
which foments wars among them, that 
the dealers may have captives to sell ; 
aud which, when these methods cannot 
furnish them with a sufficient number, 
burns towns and villages, that they may 
drive the defenceless inhabitants, men, 
women, and children, perfectly naked, 
to. stow them on board our ships, where 
10,000 of them die, and another 20,000 
in the seasoning in the country, where 
their hell inspired masters practise every 
form of wanton cruelty upon them. 
God will, however, anon ship off preach- 
ers to Africa, instead of devils to carry 
them into temporal and eternal slavery. 
Help us, Sir, in the above work. Mr. 
Wesley’s Thoughts on Slavery, price 
about 2d., sold by Mr. Astley, at the 
Foundry, London ; and Benezet’s Cau- 
tion against the Slave Trade, may give 
you the needful ideas. Humanity should 
strive to ease itself of this burden as 
soon as it hears of it. 

Whatsoever we do, our successors 
hereafter in the church of Christ must 
indisputably attend to the three fol- 
lowing prophetic thoughts: — viz. 4. 
That God has represented bis -chuych, 
in every period, by one independent 
church and minister; and this is true, 
even if the Epistles are to be under- 
stood only prophetically, not literally ; 
for the prophecy is laid in the above form. 
True, Pee ne that if the Ephesian 
period had not leit its first love, some- 
thing like an apostolic character would 
have presided over every subsequent 
period ; but those professors left it; and 
as God removed their candlestick out of 
his place, men cannot shift it back 
thither, or substitute any thing more 
than a shadow in its place.—2. That 
God never designed that either those 
two olive trees, the magistracy and mi- 
nistry, should ever grow under the sha- 
dow of the other; though, like other 
divine ordinances, they are doubtless 
mutually and equally to protect each 
other. See Rev. xi. 4; Zech, iv. 2, 
3,11.—And, 3. That England, as well 
as the other nine horns of the beast, 
does and will give its power to the 
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beast, till the words which God hag 
spoken upon this subject shall be ful- 
filled, Rev. xvii. 16, 17. In the above 
ideas I have aimed simply to mind no- 
thing but what God says; and if God’s 
works seem to clash with his words, by 
the latter [ wish to regulate my ideas 
about the former. 

I expect Mrs. Reader home from 
London in a few days. May the Lord 
bless your babe and Mrs. Charles, whom 
I respectfully salute. I don’t wonder 
you had pleasure in taking hold of God's 
covenant for your child. I have little 


opinion of religion which is not relative, 


however specious or noisy it may be; 
and the care of children implies hopes 
for them; and the former must be, in 
some measure, proportioned to the lat. 
ter. ButI relieve your patience, when 
I have begged your prayers, and assured 
you that 
I am, dear Sir, 
Your faithful, affectionate Brother 
and Servant, 
Tuomas Reaper. 


weeseseseses 


XXII.— Rev. Augustus Toplady, 
to Mr. Flower, London. 


Broad Hambury, Jan. 10, 1771. 


Very pDear Srr—Your friendship and 
civility have, long ago, made me a letter 
in your debt. 1 should much sooner 
have thankfully acknowledged that addi- 
tional obligation, had not a series of con- 
stant study and parochial duty compelled 
me, in some measure, to trespass.on your 
condescension. I am an enemy, you 
know, to the doctrine of merit; and, as 
such, am constrained to confess that I 
should hardly, even now, have given you 
this trouble, but to answer an end of my 
own. Last Christmas day, I endea- 
voured to retrieve the substance of two 
sermons, formerly preached in town. 
One of ‘em was from part of 1 Tim. 
iii. 16, Seen of angels.” The other, 
from Psalm viii. 4. 1 mean to print 
’em both ; and my bookseller, Mr. Gur- 
ney, applauds the intention. 1 remem- 
ber, dear Sir, that you could repeat a 
good deal of the former of these two 
discourses. If your friendship would 
induce you to take a whole sheet of 
paper, and fill it with the outlines of 
such particulars as occur to your remem- 
branee, I should esteem such a labour 
as no small proof both of your patience 
and esteem. 
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Permit me to enquire after the wel- 
fare of dear Mrs. F. and your most ami- 
able daughter. They do not know how 
much I value them. My affectionate 
respects. and best wishes attend them 
and young Mr. Flower. 

Humbly commending you and yours 
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to the covenant care of Father, Son, and 
Spirit, 
I remain, dear Sir, 2 
Your obliged and obedient Servant, 
Mr. Hitchin has my kind and re- 
spectful remembrance. 


a 
POETRY. | 


ata Ret tet tet tad 


THE VALLEYS OF THE VAUDOIS, 


Yes! thou hast met the sun’s last smile, 
From the haunted bills cof Rome ; 

By many a bright Egean Isle, 
Thou hast seen the billows foam : 

From the silence of the Pyramid, 
Thou hast watched the solemn flow 

Of the Nile, that with his mantle hid 
The ancient realm below : 

Thy beart hath burned as shepherds sang 
Some wild and warlike strain, 

Where the Moorish horn once proudly rang 
Through the pealing hills of Spain : 

And o’er the lonely Grecian streams 
Thou hast heard the laurels moan, 

With a sound yet murmuring in thy 

dreams, 

Of the glory that is gone. 


But go thou to the hamlet vales 
Of the Alpine mountains old, 

If thou wouldst hear immortal tales 
By the wind’s deep whispers told ! 

Go, if thou lov’st the soil to tread 
Where man hath bravely striven, 

And life like incense bath been shed, 
An offering unto heaven ! 

For o’er the snows and round the pines 
Hath swept a noble flood, 

The nurture of the peasant’s vines 

, Hath been the martyr’s blood. 

A spirit, stronger than the sword, 
And loftier than despair, 

Through all th’ heroic region pour’d, 

_ Breathes in the generous air. 


A memory clings to every steep 
Of long enduring faith, 
And the sounding streams glad record keep 
Of courage unto death ! 
Ask of the peasant where bis sires 
For truth and freedom bled; 
Ask, where they lit the torturing fires, 
Where lay the holy dead ? 
And he will tell thee all around, 
On fount, and turf, and stone, 
Far as the chamois’ foot can bound, 
Their ashes have been sown. 
Go, where the Sabbath-bell is heard 
Up through the wilds to float, 
_the dark old wood and caves are 


stirred 
To gladness by the note ; 


When forth along their thousand rills 
The motntain people come; 

Join thou their worship on those hills 
OF glorious martyrdom ! 

And while the song of praise ascends, 
And while the torrent’s voice, 

Like the swell of many an organ blends, 
Then let thy soul rejoice ! . 

Rejoice that human hearts through scorn, 
Through grief, through death, made 

strong, 

Before the rocks and heavens have borne 

Witness of God so long. 
(New Monthly Mag.) 


ett th beta tated 


PARAPHRASE ON REV. xx. 4. 


And God shall wipe away all tears from their 
eyes; and there shull be no more death, 
neither sorrow, mur crying, neither shall 
there be any more pain, for the former 
things are pussed away. 


My soul, with hourly griefs cppress’d, 
Dismiss thy overwhelming fears ; 
Anticipate the heavenly rest, 
Where God shall wipe away thy tears. 


And though between that rest and thee 
The bitter waves of Jordan roar ; 
Cheer up, thy passage safe shall be, 
To realms where death is known no 
more. 


There not a sorrow left uncured, 

Nor mournful cry sball e’er dismay ; 
There not « pain shall be endured, 

‘ The former things are passed away.’ 


weet etetes 


ON THE COVERS OF AN ANCIENT 
BIBLE, FOUND CHAINED AND 
LEAFLESS IN A COUNTRY 
CHURCH, 


Tue Truth and Grace from Heaven re- 
veal’d, 
** Free course’’ at length have found, 
In every land, and language too, 
Is heard the joyful sound. 
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The Word of Life’s in every hand, 
No longer we complain 

Of Bibles in an unknown tongue, 
Or fasten’d with a chain, 


These mould’ring boards and rusty links 
Have now resign’d their charge, 

The Book so close imprison’d once, 
Is seen by us at large. 


How frequent were these lids unclos’d 
By men unskill’d to teach, 

While anxious groups devoutly stood, 
To hear their stammering speech. 


But popish mists are now dispell’d, 
Knowledge is widely dealt ; 
And children can distinctly read 
What their forefathers spelt. 


SVepeseeveses 


THE BROKEN PINNACLE. 


[Those of our readers who have seen a 
view of Cowper’s Summer House at 
Olney, Bucks, will remember that a 
small pinnacle of wood ornamented each 
gable end of its humble roof. One of 
these having been blown down in 1824, 
was given to an Artist, who duly prizing 
the relic, addressed to it the following 
Sonnet, which, by his kindness, we are 
permitted to publish.] 


Since first thy rustic form was rear'd, 
That lowly roof to grace, 

‘What new-born numbers have appear’d, 
And run their mortal race ; 

While tuneful chimes, in yonder tower, 

Heedless announc’d the passing hour. 


And, as the varying seasons roll’d, 
And circling suns declin’d ; 
Who can the miseries unfold, 
That wasted human kind ? 
Whilst Time, pursuing, gradual pace, 
Impress’d deep wrinkles on thy face. 


At length, the-pelting storm has broke, 
With hollow whistling sound, 
Thy Jong resisting heart of oak, 
And dash’d thee to the ground ; 
Whilst tuneful chimes, in yonder tower, 
Unpitying mark’d thy final hour. 


There, tinted rich, with mossy greep, 
To drilling worms a prey, 

That well-known PINNACLE is seen, 
A fragment cast away ; 

No wore the pensive sigh to claim, 

Of votaries to a Poet’s name. 


But long, this sweet, sequester’d scene, 
Where Cowrer woo’d his muse, 
Shall kindred spirits charm, I ween, 
And kindred thoughts infuse ; 
Perchance, till yonder chimes give o'er, 
And time itself shall be no more. 
‘ J. 5. 





JUDEA DESOLATE. 
( From H. Rogers’s Poems.) 
Jerem. Lam. i. 


Sue sits beneath her withering palm, 
With desolation round, 
And Gilead’s self can drop no halm, 
To heal her cureless wound. 
Her hands uphbeid to heaven iu vain, 
Are compass’d with the victor’s chain, 


And Salem’s might is fallen now-- 
The temple razed and strown, 

And, e’en what war had left, laid low, 
Its ruins overthrown. 

Her warriors—siain on battle-day, 

Her danghters—captives far away. 


The fire is burning in her heart, 
Though quench’d within her eye ; 
And though she weeps, those tears impart 
No joy to misery. 
Those tears are like the streams which 
ow 
From tracks of lurking fire below. 


She sits beneath her withering palm, 
In solitary state ; 
With not a hope to cheer or calm 
The horrors of her fate. 
And He who once illumed her path, 
Hath now withdrawn his fate in wrath. 


Beesesases 


THEY TROD IN PEACE THE 
ARAB SAND. 


(From the same.) 
Exodus xl. 36 — 38. 


Tney trod in peace the Arab sand, 
In martial pomp and show, 
With banners spread, and swords in 
hand— 
None dared to be a foe. 
Though wandering o’er the earth’s wide 
face, 
None dared molest the sacred race. 


For o’er the ark still hover'd nigh 
The mystic guide and shield, 
A cloud--when day o ’erspread the sky, 
A flame—when night conceal’d. 
This pointed out their devions way, 
Or told their armies when to stay. 


But, oli! how changed from those glad 
times ! 
That wonder how reversed ! 
They wander still o’er different climes, 
But joyless and accursed ; ’ 
Their remnant scattered far and wide, 
Without a God, without a guide, 














Biblical Researches and Travels in 
Russia; including a Tour in the 
Crimea, and the Passage of the 
Caucasus: with Observations on 
the State of the Rabbinical and 

. Karaite Jews, and the Moham- 
medan and Pagan Tribes, inha- 
biting the Southern Provinces of 
ihe Russian Eimpire. With Maps 
and Plies. By E. Henderson, 
Author of “ Iceland, or the Jour- 
nal of a Residence in that Island.” 
London : Nisbet, 8vo. pp. 538. 
Price 16s.. 

TuE services which Bible and 

Missionary Societies have ren- 

dered to the world are not limited 

to the cause of religion. Science 
and literature aré much more in- 
debted to their labours than many 
are disposed to acknowledge. Al- 
ready Missionaries have explored 
regions hitherto inaccessible to 
human enterprize, and have ob- 
tained a footing, where none of the 

oo esa of this world would 
ave been able toexist. The names 

of Campbell; and Jowett, and Mar- 

tin, and Ellis, and Henderson will 
be enrolled not in the records of 
christian benevolence only, but in 
the annals of nations, now indeed 
in infancy, but fast rising into 
maturity and importance. With- 
out placing them in the first rank 
of travellers, an honour to which 
they do not aspire, we are justified 
in placing them high in the list of 
those whose good sense, discrimi- 
nating observation, and enterpris- 
ing spirit, have brought before us 

a large portion of novel and inte- 

resting information, respecting re- 

Sions either altogether or compara- 

tively unknown. 

With the name of Dr. Hender- 
son, our readers must be well ac- 
quainted. His services in the 
cause of the Bible Society, his 
account of Iceland, and even his 
Turkish Controversy, whatever his 
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REVIEW OF BOOKS. 


BS at te et et eh eh aed 


caustic opponent, Professor Lee, 
may allege, have given him a status 
in the literary and religious world 
of a very enviable kind. Of his 
former labours, we have endea- 
voured to furnish some account}; 
and now address ourselves with 
great pleasure to the interesting 
volume on our table. The two 
first paragraphs of his preface, 
present a modest statement of the 
nature of the work. 


** The following pages contain a narra- 
tive of a journey performed by the author, 
in the years 1821 and 1822, in company 
with his friend Dr. Paterson, and, in part, 
with Mr. Serof, Assistant Secretary to the 
Russian Bible Society. They embrace a 
period of eleven months, and carry the 
reader through twenty governments of the 
Russian empire. 

*¢ The object of the Tour being to ad- 
vance ibe interests of the Bible Society, a 
greater degree of prominence is given to 
its proceedings than is commonly to be 
met with in books of travels. At the 
same time, as much of the detail has 
already appeared in the Eighteenth Report 
of the British and Foreign Bible Society, 
it has been deemed unnecessary to swell 
out the present work by tedious repe- 
tition ; but, in its place, the reader is 
presented with the results of ‘certain in- 
vestigations instituted by the author, du- 
rivg bis residence in Russia, on the sub. 
ject of the Finnish, Karelian, Slavonic, 
Russian, Tatar, Persic, and Georgian 
versions of the Scriptures, which, he 
flatters himself, will, to.a certain extent, 
go to supply a desideratum hitherto found 
to exist in Britain, in reference to this 
department of Biblical literature.” 

pp. ¥- vi. 


While Dr. Henderson admits, 
that many of the places which he 
describes have -been noticed by 
former British travellers, the object 
of his journey necessarily directed 
his attention to many points over- 
looked, or neglected by his prede- 
cessors. The state of religion— 
the character of the Greek Church, 
and especially the translations of 
the Scriptures into the languages 
of the Russian empire, are here 
placed before us in a light in which 
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they have not always been viewed. 
Indeed, biblical information. on 
several subjects of great import- 
ance, which future writers will 
avail theniselves of, constitutes a 
grand leading feature in the work. 
as our pages do not admit of fol- 
lowing our traveller regularly, the 
best thing we can do is, to present 
par readers with a series of ex- 
tracts, which, we doubt not, will 
lead many of them to examine the 
work for themselves, 

Drs. Henderson: and Paterson 
left St. Petersburg on the 2d of 
March, O. S.. 1821; and after 
reaching, by a circuitous route, 
Tiflis, the capital of Georgia, they 
returned to St. Petersburg on the 
Lith of February, 1822. During 
this journey,- Dr. Henderson was 
a good deal affected by illness, 
chiefly ague ; but he appears most 
diligently to have availed himself 
of all the means and opportunities 
of information which he enjoyed, 
The travellers were furnished b 
Prince Galitzin, with letters of in- 
troduction to the principal civil 
and ecclesiastical authorities of 
the Governments throngh which 
they were to pass; and also with 
an open letter, to be used in case 
any obstacles might be thrown in 
their way at any of the posting 
stations. These, with other advan- 
tages connected with the nature of 
their undertaking, afforded them 
every facility in prosecuting their 
journey. The first part of their 
travels led them into the. province 
of Ingria, which is inhabited chiefly 
by Finns. This occasions the fol- 
lowing account of the Fionish 
translations of the Scriptures, 

*€ Into Finnish the New Testament. was 
translated soon after the introduction of 
the. principles of the Reformation into 
Finland, and printed at Stockholm, in 
quarto, 1548. Besides Luther's Preface, 
it cohtains another by ‘the translator, Mi- 
chael Agricola, at that time Bishop of 
Abe; in which he states, that the transla- 
tion was made from the original Greek, 
with the assistance of the Latin Vulgate, 
and the German and ‘Swedish version. 
About the same time, a version of the 
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Psalms was undertaken by Paul Justén, 
rector of the ‘High School in Abo; in 
which work he engaged his scholars, by 
way of exercise, and which, after having 
been revised by Agricola, was published at 
Stockholm. in the year 1551. It contaitis 
a curious address to the reader, composed 
in rhyme, and is, perhaps, the most an- 
cient printed specimen ‘of the kind in the 
Finnish language ; in which a description 
is given of the pagan idolatry of the Fisns, 
especially that practised by the inhabitants 
of. Tavastuhus and Karelia, or that part of 
Fioland which comprehends the govern. 
ments of Viborg and Olonetz, from the 
termination of the Gulph, and the shores 
of the Ladoga, to those of the White Sea, 
** In the course of the same year, seve- 
ral detached portions of the Oid Testa. 
nient left the press; in bis preface to 
which, the Bishop regrets the impossibility 
of his publishing more at that time, owing 
to the want of funds, but pledges himseif 
to proceed with the. translation of the 
remaining books, and to publish them, in 
case he met with encouragement from the 
sale of these editions. In consequeace, 
however, of certain political obstacles, 
nearly a century passed away before the 
natives of Finland were furnished with an 
edition of the entire Bible in their ver: 
nacular language. At length, in the year 
1636, the Finnish clergy petitioned her 
majesty Christina, Queen of Sweden, te 
confer upon them this boon; on which, 
orders were given to prepare an accurate 
version, and the task was committed to 
‘Eschillus Petreus, Divinity Professor in 
Abo, and afterwards Bishop of that see, 
Martin Stodius, Professor of the Orieftal 
Languages, together with Henry Hoffinaa 
and Gregory Favorinus, two Finnish cler- 
gymen, whose general learning, and cri 
tical knowledge of the Finnish language, 
peculiarly qualified them for being associ- 
ated in the work. It was printed, in folio, 
at Stockholm, 1642. Of this version, 
another edition was printed at Turusg 
(Abo), 1683—5, in quarto, chiefly owing 
to the zealous exertions of Bishop Ge- 
zelius, who obtained from government an 
order for the appropriation of this im- 
portant object of certain corn-tythes, which 
have since been known by the name of 
Bibel Tryck Tunnan. 
«¢ Of the New Testament, editions were 
printed, in 173%, in octavo; 1740, 0 
duodecimo; and 1774 and 1776, in C+ 
tavo; but, excepting two quarto éditions, 
printed in 1758, and 1776, the latter of 
which was published by subscription, m0 
further attempt was made to print. the 
entire Scriptures, till the introduction of 
the Bible Society’s operations into Fin- 
land, in the year 1811. For twenty years 
previous to this period, no copies were @&* 
posed for sale; and it is stated, in 
document drawn up at that time by 
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sity, that there was not then a copy to be 
obtained at any price.”—pp. 7, 8. 


Religious divisions are some- 
times very troublesome among us ; 
but that they are not less so even 
jw Rassia, where the authority of 
the church,°and the despotism -of 
the state might be supposed to 
keep every thing quiet; the: fol- 
lowing curious anecdote will show. 
It will also illustrate the influence 
of very trifling circumstances on 
most important events. 


About noon we reached the small 
district town of Krestzi, and stopping in 
the snburb, close to .the post-house, we 
were shewn into a good-looking habita- 
tion, on the opposite side of the street. 
The peasant to whom it belonged was 
absent, but the reception we met with 
from his wife convinced us that we should 
fot have been made more welcome had he 
been at home. With the whole popula- 
tion of the suburb, amounting to upwards 
of 1,000 souls, the family consisted of 
Staroveertzi, or dissenters of the old faith, 
the rigidity of whose principles operates 
as powerfully on their intercourse with all 
whom they consider to be members‘of the 
orthodox Greek church, as the contracted 
etd the ancient Jews did in preventing 

mfrom having any ‘ dealings with the 
Samaritans.’ One of our number bappen- 
ing to have metal buttons on his travelling 
cout, and another having a tobacco-pipe 
in his hand, the prejudices of the mistress 
of the house were alarmed to such a 
degree, thut all the arguments we could 
tise were insufficient to prevail on her to 
make ready some dinner for us. When 
tompelled to do any service of this kind 
to such as are not of their own sect, they 
Consider themselves bound to destroy the 
Utensils used on the occasion; tu prevent 
which loss, thuse who are more exposed 
to the intrusion of strangers generally 
‘keep a set of profane vessels for the pur- 
na As the proprietor of the house we 

entered appeared to be in affluent 

mstances, it is not improbable that 
he might have furnished it with some- 
thing of the kind ; but the tobacco pipe 
proved an insuperable obstacle to their 
use. So great, too, is the aversion of this 
a to snuff, that if a box happen to 

been laid on a table belonging to 
‘them, the part on which it lay must be 
planed out hefore it can be appropriated to 
any further use. They live in a state of 
complete separation from the church; 
Only they cannot marry without a licence 
from the priest, for which they are some- 
‘tines obliged to pays great sum of money. 

New Seriss, No. 20. 
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The sacrament, as it is usually called, 
they never celebrate ; and baptism is only 
administered to such as are near death, on 
the principle adopted by some in the early 
ages of the church, that such as relapse, 
after recciving this rite, are cut off frem 
all hopes of salvation. 

‘* The only copies of the Scriptures 
hitherto in use among them, are of the 
first, or Ostrog edition of the Slavonic 
Bible, printed befure the time of the 
Patriarch Nicon, when the schism, which 
had long been forming, was ultimately 
completed by the alterations which that 
learned eecclesiastic introduced into the 
liturgical and other books of the Greek 
church in Russia. It has been asserted 
that there exist, among the Starovertzi, 
reprints of this Bible, in which every jot 
and tittle is religiously copied ; but the 
pertinacity with which they secure the 
continuance of the old Bibles in their 
families, and transmit them as the most 
precious treasure to their posterity, ren- 
ders it difficult to obtain copies for colla- 
tion. It isa curious fact, and to it per- 
haps may be traced any disposition at 
present existing among this people to co- 
operate in the labours of the Bible So- 
ciety, that whea the first stereotype edi- 
tion of the Slavonic Bible was printed in 
St. Petersburgh, numbers of them, mis 
taking the word stereotype, and pronouncing 
it starotype (old type), supposed that it 
was a new impression of their -ancient 
Bible, and purchased a considerable num- 
ber of copies, at the different depositories. 
Their predilection for copies of the old 
edition has rendered them exceedingly 
scarce in Russia; and when it happens 
that a copy is exposed for sale, it fecches 
several hundred rubles.”’--pp. 25—27, 


In Moscow, Dr. Henderson and 
his ‘companions spent about a 
month, the greater part of which, 
owing to the state of the weather, 
they were confined to the house, 
The most curious affair mentioned 
in their account of this famed city, 
is the preparation of the sacred oil, 
which is used all over the empire. 
What would our Ecclesiastical 
chemists think of the following 
process. 

*‘ The same day we went to the Patri- 
archal Hall, to see the ceremony of the 
preparation of the holy oil. Here, overa 
stove constructed on purpose, we found 
two large kettles, in which the different 
ingredients were mixed, and kept in con- 
stant motion by six deacons, who stirred 
them. with long recs of cviress, the 
es of which were covered with réd 

3 
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velvet. This was the third day since the 
ceremony commenced, and another day 
would still be required ere the oil would 
be ready. This oil, which consists of the 
ingredients prescribed in the Levitical 
law, is not prepared every year, hut only 
every third or fourth. When the fire 
is kindled, and also when the ingredients 
are put into the kettles, the Metropolitan 
is present to give his benediction; and 
this he repeats, in a most solemn manner, 
when the ceremony is about to be com- 
pleted. During the whole time of the 
preparation, a succession of deacons keep 
up the reading of the Gospels; aud 
should they read through the Evangelists, 
they commence afresh. To us, it was 
most interesting to behold a crowd of 

tr people leaning forward over each 
other, and listening te the words of etcr- 
nal life. 

** At the east end of the hall rose a 
stand, resembling that used in rooms for 
receiving flower-pots ; the steps or shelves 
reclining or diminishing as they approached 
the top On these was placed a great 
variety of gold and silver cups, and flagons 
of various sizes, among which, at certain 
distances, was a vast profusion of lighted 
candles, which gave great brilliancy to 
the scene. The most remarkable object 
in this ‘splendid exhibition of sacred uten- 
sils, was a large flagou, made of mother of 

earl, which still contains some of the oil 
rought from Constantinople, on the in- 
troduction of Christianity into Russia, ia 
the tenth century: It is preserved with 
great care, so ‘that when only a few drops 
are taken from it, as on the present occa- 
sion, their place is supplied by some of 
that which had been prepared at a former 
period, by which means its perpetual 
virtue is supposed to be secured. Close 
to the stove we observed an immensely 
large silver urn; and on a table on thé 
opposite side of the hall, sixteen smaller 
ones, resembling the common tea-urn, 
only much larger. The oil thus prepared 
and deposited in these utensils, is sent to 
all parts of the empire, to be used for 
sacramental purposes.”’-- pp. 57—59. 


The fourth chapter of the work 
contains an interesting account of 
the Slavonic Scriptures, a subject 
on which our previous information 
was but very imperfect, but which 
is too long to be extracted, and 
scarcely admits of abridgment. The 
same remark applies to the ac- 
count of the Modern Russ editions 
of the Scriptures in the following 
chapter. We must, however, ex- 
tract the following exposition of 
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the causes, which, in the opinion 


of Dr. Henderson, have led to the — 


painful changes that have takea 
place of late on the biblical opera. 
tions in Russia. Whether he 


satisfactorily accounts for these 


causes, or whether his hopes of 
a revival of the work may be 
realized, it is not for us to say, 
Recent events are discouraging; 
but we console ourselves by the 
conviction, that the Lord reigneth, 


** Tt is not unknown to the reading 
world, that, previous to the institution of 
the Bible Society in St. Petersburgh, the 
Jesuits had made such progress in imbu- 
ing the minds of Russian youths, and 
other members of the orthodox church, 
with strong predilections in favour of the 
dogmas of Rome, as necessarily to excite 
the attention of government, and lead toa 
closer and more unremitting inspection 
to their proceedings. It was not, how- 
ever, till they had succeeded in corrupting 
the principles of a young nobleman of 
distinguished fank, and framed a system 
of intrigue against the Bible Society, that 
measures were taken to expel them from 
the empire. Possessing a magnificent col- 
lege in the Sadovii Street, close to the house 
presented by his Majesty to the Society, 
they were so chagrined at the mark of 
Imperial favour displayed in that gift, 
that they became quite clamorous in their 
opposition to its principles and proceed- 
ings ; in consequence of which, and their 
other delinquencies, an ukase was issued, 
similar in its effects to that of Darius the 
king, in which it was ordered: ‘Now 
therefore ‘I'atnai, Governor beyond the 
river, Shethar-bozuai and your com 
nions, the Apharsachites, which are be- 
yond the river, be ye fur trom thence ; let the 
work of this house of God alone; let the 
Governor of the Jews, and the elders of 
the Jews, build this Louse of God in his 
place.” Ezra vi. 6,7. In less than two 
hours after their college had been sur- 
rounded in the dead of night by the gens- 
d’armes, their papers were secured ; 
being wrapped in sheep-skin shubes, which 
had been provided for them, and placed 
in the sledges in waiting at the door, they 
were speedily conducted over the fron- 
tiers. 

** Conceiving these measures as origi- 
nating with, or at least powerfully sup- 
ported by his Excellency Priace Galitzia, 
then Minister for Ecclesiastical Affairs 
and Public Instruction, the Jesuits formed 
designs of the most deadly hatred against 
that worthy nobleman, and left no method 
untried by which they might lower him ia 
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thé bpinion of his Imperial Majesty, and 

ipitate him fromr those stations of high 
official trust, which he had so long and so 
honourably filled. As the President and 
most cordial supporter of the Bible So- 
diety, he became the object of their insidi- 
ous attacks. Failing in their attempts 
to make any powerful impression’ on 
the minds of the Russian clergy, who, 
jn proportion as they are versed in the 
writings of the Greck Fathers, must per- 
ceive the incongruity of any opposition 
being made to the reading of the Scrip- 
tures by the laity, on the part of those 
who profess so unbounded a reverence 
for these writings, the proscribed sect 
resolved to try what might be effected by 
political intrigue. The revolutionary spi- 
rit which had appeared.in some countries 
of Europe, and the desire so strongly 
expressed in others of having certain 
ancient institutions re-modelled to suit 
the exigencies of modern ties, appeared, 
to their minds, to furnish a powerful 
handle by which to gain their object. 
They now set every engine at work to 
impress the public mind, and especially 
these in power, with the belief, that be- 
tween the members of the Bible Society 
and the Carbonari of Italy, the Burschens- 
chaft of Germany and the English Radi- 
als, there existed a real and systematic 
connection. While these emissaries were 
secretly active in conducting the wheels of 
the machine, by which numbers of the 
students were deluded throughout Pro- 
testant Germany, they were_unremitting 
in their attempts to corrupt the public 
vehicles of information, introducing inu- 
endoes into the statements given of popu- 
Jar movements, and harping on the ten- 
deney of Protestantism and Bible So- 
cieties to foment divisions, and produce 
civil and religious discontent. Nor did 
they stop here. By their agents in Rus- 
sia, with which country they still main- 
tain a powerful, though covert, alliance, 
aad especially through the instrumentality 
of certain leading politicians, at the Con- 
ferences of Laybach and Verona, they did 
every thing in their power. to lodge in the 
mind of Alexander a conviction that Bible 
Societies are politically dangerous ; that 
the reading of the Scriptures by the laity 
cannot fail to disseminate revolutionary 
principles ; an‘ that the real, though con- 
cealed, object of their members and abet- 
tors, is the dismemberment of organized 
a0clety. 

“ The mind of the august Monarch 
Was too enlightened, and he was too well 
acquainted with the distinguished indi- 
Viduals in his own country who had esta- 

d and were carrying on the opera- 
tions of the Society under his own public 
Sanction, to believe that there could be any 
real ground for such accusations. But, as 
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the Jesuits ultimately succeeded in form- 
ing a strong party in the Russian metfo- 
polis, to re-echo their criminations, it 
was deemed politic that the object of 
their inveterate enmity should resign those 
high posts in which he stood peculiarly 
exposed to the shafts of their malice. 
The Institution, by this measure, lost its 
noble and most indetatigable President ; 
but, although its operations have not been 
subsequently carried on as heretofore, 
nothing in the shape of an attempt has 
been made to put it down: not even the 
slightest shadow of evidence against any 
of its members, as desirous of interfering 
with political arrangements, has been 
alleged, and the abettors of the mis-named 
Society of Jesus must first flatter the 
Greek clergy into the belief that they are 
wiser than Chrysostom, Basil, Damascene, 
and others of the Pathers, ere they can 
lead them, as a body, to act in flagrant 
opposition to such high and venerated au- 
thorities. é 

‘** Let the Divine Word only have free 
and unrestricted circulation among man- 
kind, and, besides accomplishing its higher 
and more important design, the eternal 
salvation of the soul, it will secure, by the 
influence. of an Invisible, but Omnipo- 
tent Authority, as a present part of that 
salvation, the conscientious discharge of 
every relative duty. ‘ Submit yourselves to 
every ordinance of man, for the Lord’s 
sake: whether it be to the king, as su- 
preme ; or unto governors, as unto them 
that are sent by him for the punishment 
of evil doers, and for the praise of them 
that do well) For so is the will of God, 
that with well-doing ye may put to silence 
the ignorance of foolish men; as free, 
and not using your liberty for a cloak of 
maliciousness, but as the servants of God. 
Honour all men. Love the brotherhood. 
FEAR GOD. HONOUR THE KING.’ 
1 Pet. ii. 13—17.""--pp. 131—135. 


No part of this volume has in- 
terested us more than Dr. H.’s 
account of the Karaim, or Ka- 
raite Jews, a colony of. which he 
visited, at an ancient fortress, a 
few‘ versts distant from Baghtchi- 
sarai. They appear to be a much 
more respectable class of persons 
than the Rabbinical Jews gene- 
rally are, and in some respects seem 
not far from the kingdom of God. 
We cannot extract either the his- 
tory of this tribe, or the account 
given of their worship; but the 
following passage will convey 
some idea of their character. © ..— 
312 









“*The Karaim are free from’ many of 
the superstitions to be found among the 
Jews in general, such as the transmigration 
of souls, the power of talismans, &c. ; 
and, as might naturally be expected from 
their principles, the stancard and tone of 
morals which their general deportment ex- 
hibits is quite of a different stamp from 
those of the Rabbinists: In their persons 
they are tidy; their domestic discipline 
and arrangements are correct and exem- 
plary; and their dealings with others are 
characterized by probity and integrity. It 
is one of their favourite maxims, that 
* Those things which a man is not willing 
to receive himself, it is not right for him 
todo to his brethren :’ # maxim literally 
corresponding with that which our Lord 
pronounces to be the sum of what the law 
and prophets taught as the duty of man 
to mao, Matt. vii. 12. How far the Ka- 
raim act up to this principle may be ascer- 
tained by the fact, that they are uni- 
versally respected by all who know them ; 
and 1 never yet heard -~ person speak ill 
of them, except he was-a bigotted adherent 
of the Talmud. In the south of Russia, 
where they are best known, their conduct 
is proverbial ; and 1 cannot place it in a 
stronger light than by recording the testi- 
mony borne to it by a Polish gentleman 
in Dubno, who informed me that, while 
the other Jews resident in Lutsk are conti- 
pually embroiled in suits at law, and 
require the utmost vigilance on the part of 
the police, there is not on record a single 
instance of prosecution against the Ka- 
raim for the space of several hundred 

rs, during which they have been settled 

n that place ! . 

** By the Rabbinists they are held in 
perfect abhorrence. Ejisenmenger relates 
that he was eye-witness of this in Frank- 
fort on the Maine, where he found a Ka- 
raite in the Jews’ street, to whom they had 
been kind at first, taking him to be of 
their own sect ; but the moment they dis- 
covered that he was one of the ‘ Sons of 
the Text,’ they hissed him out of the 
street with contempt. In the time of Rabbi 
Benjamin, there existed a literal wall of 
separation between them in Constanti- 
pople: and I] was struck, when. visiting 
them at Lutsk, to find that they lived ina 
separate quarter of the town, altogether 
distinct from the other Jews, who never 
spoke of them without contumely ; and 
they even declared, that. if they saw a 
Christian in danger of being drowned, it 
would be their duty to make a bridge of a 
Karaite in order to rescue him. In short, 
they carry their enmity to such a pitch, 
that they will not receive a Karaite into 
their communion until he has previously 
made a profession of the Mohammedan or 
Christian faith. 

*¢ The Karaim, on the contrary, though 
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they execrate the traditions of the: Rap. 
binists, never speak of their persons 
contempt, but commonly give them the 
fraternal appellation [2°22777 1TH ¢ one 
brethren, the Rabbinists.’ ”’ ; 
Pp. 322324, 


It is gratifying to find, that 
some of these people are disposed 
to read the New Covenant Scri 
tures, as we trust it will not be 
altogether in vain. But wherever 
we find Jews, in whatever for 
their religious sentiments are pre 
sented, we never fail to discover, 
** that blindness hath happened to 
Israel.” The followers of ‘the 
Rabbins, and the rejectors of their 
foeleries unite in rejecting the 
claims of Jesus of Nazareth, and 
seem to bear on their foreheads 
the brand of his displeasure. The 
time will come, we entertain no 
doubt, when this blindness shall 
‘sap away; but whether this shall 

e produced by oidinary or extra- 
ordinary means, or by a combina- 
tion of both, we must leave it to 
futurity to determine. In the city 
in which we write, after the la- 
bours of twenty years, and the 
expenditure of a large sum of 
money—all that has been printed, 
preached, and given, seems to 
have produced as yet no shaking 
even among the dry bones. The 
tenth chapter of Dr. Henderson's 
work contains some important sug- 
gestions on the best mode of con- 
ducting Missionary labours among 
this people. He gives us an ac- 
count of the remains of Atel, a 
few miles distant from Astrakhaa, 
which is represented as originally 
the seat of a people governed by 
a succession of Jewish kings. But 
though Dr. Henderson refers toa 
work of Buxtorf, and some Arabic 
authors on the subject, we are 
very sceptical, at least in regard 
to the story which he extracts 
from them. Should Professor 
Frahn’s elaborate investigation 
reach us, perhaps our unbelief may 
be cured, The account is curious, 
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s* About twelve versts to the north of 
5 the ruins of an an- 


an, we passed 
oe io all probability Atel, part of 


_ the famous metropolis of Kbazaria, from 


the name was transferred to | the 
and is the only one by which it is 
still known to the Turks. These ruins lie 
s¢attered in numerous heaps on a gentle 
eminence of considerable extent, and bave 
likely been still more extensive, previous 
to the-encroachments of the river, which 
pears to have washed away a consider- 
le part of them, Our attention was 
first attracted to them by the discovery of 
hones, fragments of pottery, &c. projecting 
through the perpendicular bank of sand by 
which the river is bounded. It has been 
surrounded by anearthen wall, the remains 
of which are still distinctly visible, espe- 
tially towards the south-west, where the 
bas received an accession of strength 
a small lake which here stretches to 
ashort distance in a westerly direction. 
~ “ According to the Arabic authors, Ibn- 
Foszlan and Ibn-Haukal, in Jakut’s Geo- 
graphical Lexicon, the city was divided by 
the river into two parts; that on the 
eastern bank being chiefly occupied by 
Mohammedans and the merchants who 
resorted thither for purposes of trade ; 
whereas the western division formed the 
residence of the king and his courtiers, 
and was garrisoned by a strong body of 
military. The royal palace stood at some 
distance back from the river, and the en- 
trance to this part of the city, which was 
surrounded by a wall, was by two gates, 
one towards the river, and the other to- 
wards the steppe. The Khazars, of whose 
country Atel formed the metropolis, are 
¢elebrated in history on account of their 
wars, or alliances with the Greeks and 
Russians on the one hand, and the Per- 
sians and Arabs on the other. In the se- 
venth, eighth, and ninth centuries, they 
appear to have been in possession of the 
whole extent of the ancient Sarmatian 
ins, from the Black to the Caspian 
, and from the Don, as their general 
boundary towards the north, to the iron 
of Derbend, which pass was repaired 
ig or Chosroes, in order to 
serve as a bulwark against their incursions 
into Persia. Besides Atel, they bad three 
other principal cities, Bel Semiender, 
| Chamlinge, situated between the 
mouth of the Volga and the southern 
frontier of the kingdom. Of these the 
second still exists, and is known by the 
bame of Endery, exhibiting at this day a 
specimen of the same diversity of popu- 
lation for which the Khazarian kingdom 
was distinguished. 

‘* What creates a peculiar degree of in- 
terest in regard to this people, is the cir- 
cumstance of their being subject to a series 
of Jewish kings, a perfect anomaly in the 
history of the Jews, It is well known to 
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the learned, that Buxtorf . published ‘9 
Hebrew work, accompanied with a Latin 
translation, entitled Sepher Cosri, 
ing to contain adetailed account of cer- 
tain disputations between the king of the 
Khazars and a Jew, on the subject of reli- 
gion, which issued in the conversion of 
the king and a great part of the nation to 
Judaism. The whole has been treated ag 
a fiction; but a more intimate acquaiat- 
ance with the history of this people, as 
given by the Arabic writers, has put it be- 
yond a donbt, that whatever there may be 
of the fictitious in the book, it was origi- 
nated by a knowledge of the various cir- 
cumstances connected with the history and 
geography of these regions, which we 
cannot easily conceive it possible forthe 
Jews of the west to have been d 
of, except on the supposition of some such 
intercourse as that described in the pre~ 
face. It is true, their learned Rabbins 
were’ conversant with Arabie literature, 
and may have read the accounts of the 
Khazarian kingdom ; but the whole state- 
ment bears a stamp so completely different 
from the common style of their writings, 
at the same time that it agrees with fact, 
that we must regard it as drawn from ap 
altogether independent source. King 
Joseph, the thirteenth in the succession of 
Jewish kings, describes his kingdom, and 
the place of his residence, in a manner 
strongly corroborative of the testimonies 
of the writers above referred to. He 
specifies the number of cities to be three, 
but states, that the one he resided in was 
smaller in size, that it was situated near the 
entrances of the river (77737 nywan dp), 
and that the river passed through be- 
tween its walls, which implies the fact 
stated by Ibn-Foszlan, that it was built on 
both sides of the Volga. 
** Though the greater number of this 
people were Mohammedans and Christians, 
yet they suffered their king to profess the 
Jewish religion ; and, as was naturally to 
be expected, his courtiers were addicted to 
the same faith. Multitudes of idolaters 
also abounded in Khazaria; but the pro- 
fessors of the different religions seem to 
have exercised a greater degree of tolera- 
tion towards each other, than might be 
expected in such a remote state ef society, 
The royal title of the monarch was that of 
Chakan, who, by a singular law, was never 
permitted to reign’ more than forty years. 
if he lived a‘day longer, the courtiers and 
citizens conspired to put him te death. 
According to Ibn-Hankal, when a new 
king, or viceroy was elected, a process of 
strangling was commenced with ‘him, 
during which he was asked, how many 
years he wished to preside over the affairs 
of the kingdom ; and whatever period he 
specified in the agony of death, was im- 
metliately registered, and witnesses taken, 
so that when he reached it, -he was not 
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only obliged to lay aside his office, but to 
surrender life itself, probably with the 
view of preventiug him from making any 
use of his acquaintance with public affairs 
to the detriment of his successor. 

** With respect to their language, it has 
been generally affirmed, that it was a dialect 
of the Turkish, but !bn-Foszlan expressly 
declares that the language of the Khazars 
not only differed from that of the Turks, 
but that it had nothing in common with 
the language of any other people. From 
Professor Frahn, whois at present engaged 
in an elaborate investigation of the subject, 
something decisive may, ere long, be ex- 
pected by the learned.” —pp. 415—419. 


It would afford us great pleasure 
to go on with our extracts and 
observations ; but our limits forbid 
our indulging at greater length. 
We could have quoted his ac- 
count of the Armenian and Geor- 
gian Scriptures, and his observa- 
tions on the death and cenotaph 
of Howard, at Cherson, of which 
he has furnished us with an accu- 
rate engraving ; but we must for- 
bear. We have derived much in- 
struction from the work, and enter- 
tain a very high opinion of its 
merits, Our extracts are by no 
means the most interesting por- 
tions of it; for there is an uncom- 
monly well sustained interest kept 
up through the volume. There is 
not much of romantic adventure, 
of hair-breadth escape, or of 
poetical description; but there is 
what is far more valuable, accu- 
rate information, good writing, and 
learned argument. We trust the 
worthy author will live long to fill 
the important situation to which 
he has been appointed in the Mis- 
sionary Academy, and for which 
both his Missionary travels and 
critical learning abundantly qualify 
him. We ought to add, with our 
warmest recommendation of the 
volume, that it contains several 
well executed maps and engrav- 
ings. . 
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The Christian Exodus ; or the De- 
liverance of the Israelites from 
Egypt practically considered, in 
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a Series of Discourses. By the 
Rev. R. P. Buddicom, M.A, 
F.A.S. Minister of St. George's 
Church, org and late Fellow 
of Queen’s College, Cambridge, 
o an 8vo. ea 21s. See. 
ley and Son. 


From the days of Origen to our 
own, there has existed a class of 
expositors who have adopted the 
absurd opinion first propagated by 
that eloquent, imaginative, but 
mistaken father, ‘‘ that the Scrip- 
tures are of little use to those who 
understand them as they are write 
ten.” With these the literal force 
and import of the sacred volume 
are therefore forgotten, and a la- 
borious operation is commenced, to 
extract from the hallowed portion 
before them, as by the tortuous 
process of a spiritual alchemy, its 
mystic, its hidden sense, which is 
prosecuted with sufficient ardour 
to evaporate every particle of ra- 
tionality, and to leave behind a re- 
siduum of disgusting nonsense and 
absurdity. The human mind is 
naturally prone to admire that 
which is occult; and this ten- 
dency is most apparent in minds 
which are most uninformed. This 
explains, theretore, why a system 
at variance with all the ratiomal 
and authorized principles of inter- 
pretation, has-been so extensively 
countenanced by the unlettered 
classes, whose simple ae 
in receiving with implicit conf- 
dence all the crude dogmas and 
extravagant conceptions of their 
teachers, deserved, at least, to be 
rewarded with something better 
than this species of spiritual leger- 
demain. The disgust produced in 
the minds of many young and 
intelligent ministers, by this fanei- 
ful, vulgar, and dangerous method 
of teaching, had excited in them 
a dread of appearing to symbolize 
with this spiritualizing system; 
and they have therefore too much 
neglected the illustration of a large 
portion of that which “ was wnit- 
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ten aforetime” for the learning of. 
the Christian church. There ex- 
jsts, however, no necessary ‘con- 
nection between the just exposi- 
tion of those typical histories, and 
the drivelling fancies of antino- 
mian teachers; and pity is it that 
a portion of the inspired volume, 
so fruitful in evangelical senti- 
ment and practical instruction, 
should be left to those who per- 
yert the one and neglect the other. 
Let a young minister, then, ap- 
roach such a subject as .‘* the 

xodus,” resolved only to assert 
the typical character of those cir- 
cumstances and institutions which 
the writers of the New Testament 
Wave recognized as “‘ shadows of 
geod things to come ;” let him 
cautiously and soberly deduce 
from them doctrinal and practical 
instructions, and he will compose 
sermons, fot, perhaps, so ani- 
mated and eloquent as those be- 
fore us, but, constructed on the 
same principles, they will, like 
them, be evangelical in their sen- 
timent and sober in their applica- 
tion—at once removed from the 

hilosophic coldness of the bald 
iteral expositors, and from the 
fervid extravagance of the alle- 
gorizing interpreters. 

The pious author of these dis- 
courses is already advantageously 
known to the Christian public, by 
two volumes of sermons “ on Im- 
portant Points of Faith and Du- 
: and we hazard little in de- 

faring that the volumes before us 
will increase his reputation. They 
contain forty-three discourses, on 
the following interesting facts of 
the Israelitish history :— 

Vol. I., Sermon 1. The His- 
tory of Israel between Egypt 
and Canaan, typical of the Chris- 
tian life. — 2. The Captivity of 
the Israelites in Egypt, applied to 
the Spiritual Bondage of Men, in 
Nature and Sin—3. ‘The Mercy 
of God towards the Israelites 
when they cried to him for de- 
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liverance.—4, The Miracle of the 
burning Bush, typically and prac- 
tically considered.—5. The typi- 
cal Character of Moses consider- 
ed, as the Deliverer, Mediator, 
Lawgiver, and Guide of [srael_— 
6. The Opposition of Pharaoh to 


the Liberation of Israel ;- and the’ 


Manner in which it was eventu- 
ally overruled. —7. The World 
and Satan opposed to the Chris- 
tian’s spiritual Progress,—8. Dis- 
couragements in Religion produc- 
tive of Unbelief in the Promises 
of God.—9. The Case of Pharaoh 
considered. — 10. The Passover 
instituted. — 11. The Character 
and Conduct of the mixed Multi- 
tude that left Egypt with the 
Children of - Israel —12.._ The ten- 
der Consideration manifested by 
God towards the Israelites.— 
13. The Pillar of the Cloud and 
of Fire.—14. The Deliverance of 
the Israelites, and the Destruction 
of the Egyptians, at the Red Sea. 
—15. The Waters of Marah — 
16. The Fall of Manna typically 
and st gpg! considered.— 17. 
The Rock in Horeb smitten by 
the Rod of Moses.—18. The Bat- 
tle between Israel and Amalek. 
—19. The Law delivered from 
Mount Sinai.—20. The Israelites 
commanded to build the Taber- 
nacle.—21. The idolatrous Wor- 
ship of the Golden Calf.—22. The 
Veil of Moses. ; 

Vol. II., Sermon 1. The Sin 
and Punishment of Nadab and 
Abihu.—2. The Character of the 
Jubilee, and the Mode of its Pro- 
clamation. — 3. The Invitation 
given by Moses to Hobab.—4. 
The Supply of Quails, attended 
with the Wrath of God against 
the Discontent of Israel—5. The 
Report of the Spies after their Re- 
turn from searching out the Land 
of Promise. —6. The Sabbath- 
breaker stoned.—7. The Guilt and 
Punishment of Korah, Dathan, 
and Abiram.—8. Punishment de- 
nounced against Moses and Aaron. 
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—9. The Brazen Serpent.—10, 
Considerations on the Character 
of Balaam.—11. The Reproof of 
Moses to the tribes of Gad and 
Reuben. — 12. Considerations on 
the Cities of Refuge—13. The 
Death of Moses.—14. The Pas- 
gage of Jordan.— 15. Jericho 
taken.—16. The Sin and Punish- 
ment of Achan.—17. The Strata- 
gem and Success of the Gibeon- 
ites, —18. The Victory obtained 
by Joshua over the confederated 
Kings of Canaan.—19. The pro- 
mised Land divided by Lot among 
the Israelites —20. Joshua’s Re- 
monstrance with the Israelites 
upon their want of Exertion, to 
finish the War, and to take Pus- 
session of the promised Land.— 
21.—Joshua’s dying Testimony to 
the Fidelity of God in the Accom- 
plishment of his Promises. 

In a work embracing such a 
variety of topics, selection be- 
eomes difficult. It will, however, 
be most acceptable to our readers, 
and most just to our author, to 
present specimens of the varied 
parts of several discourses, by 
which his style of discussion, ex- 
postulation, or appeal may be 
fairly estimated. The following 
extract from the 9th discourse— 
“The Case of Pharaoh consi- 
dered”—exhibits Mr. B.’s method 
of treating a confessedly difficult 
subject; and its important and 
satisfactory sentiments, and conse- 
cutive character will apologize for 
its length. 

' € Read the history of this self-willed 
fod presumptuous man. How repeatedly 
does God vouchsafe him opportunities 
and occasions for repentance! Every re- 
memerenee rr re Rea gl the ost 
ve 
thé his taad, was « loud and & colema 
eall to the soul of Pharaoh.” Against all 
these solicitations, however, pride, cru- 
elty, avarice, enmity toward Israel, aad 
the God of Isfa¢l, united, and made this 
wretched man stifle all bis good convic- 
tions, aud rush on towards destruction. 
He, absolutely declared war against, the 
Lord : ‘ Who is the Lord, that I should 
obey his voice? I khow mot the Lord, 
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neither will I let Israel go.’ And bei 
recollected, that he made the impious 
challenge long before the sentence of ob. 
duracy was pronounced against him. God 
had indeed declared, that he would 
Pharaoh’s heart, becanse he had foreseeg 
the wilful rebellion of bis guilty instru. 
ment. ‘lam sure the king of Egypt will 
not let you go.” The sentence ‘1 hay 
hardened Pharaoh’s heart’ went not forth, 
until he had resisted every effort fur hig 
instruction and conversion. The Sove. 
reign of the earth declares his will to bis 
creature; the creature positively refuses 
to obey, asserts his independence, rebel 
and traitor as he is, and will act just the 
contrary. Nay, as if to make the unwil- 
lingness of God to cast off Pharaoh fot 
ever, indisputable, we find him .expostu- 
lating with the monarch, even after he is 
said to ‘have hardened his heart; and 
crying, ‘ How long wilt thou refuse te 
humble thyself before me ?’ Surely 

we can hardly consider the dreadful sen- 
tence to have been finally and irreversibly 
passed, and the king absolutely abandoned 
to his impenitence without remedy and 
without hope. ‘ 

** Moses came to Pharaoh, with warn- 
ings given in mercy, and was received 
with denial, menace, and persecution, 
Is it then.wonderful, if he who hath said, 
* Whatsoever a man soweth, that shall he 
also reap,’ should have done according to 
the tyrant’s desire, and judicially aban- 
doned him? The offenders of the old 
world had one hundred and twenty years 
allotted for repentance ; but they sinned 
away the whole time of their probation; 
and then the deluge made repentance im- 
possible. Elijah went tc plead with 
Ahab, and was received with mockery 
and indignation—-‘ Art thou be that trou- 
bleth Israel?’ Is it then strange that he 
was Icft to himself? The prophet | 
to remonstrate with Amaziah, for 
idolatrous reliance upon the gods ‘of 
Edom ; ‘ and it came to pass as he talked 
with bim that the king said unto. him, 
Art thou made of the king’s counsel? 
forbear, why shouldest thou be smitten” 
Is it then to be thought harsh, that the 
prophet should forbear any further effort, 
and say, ‘ | know that God hath deter- 
mined to destroy thee, because thon hast 
done this, and hast not hearkened to 
counsel? My people, saith the 
wonld not hearken to my voice, 
Israel would none of me.’ Was he thea 
unjust in adding, ‘I gave them up unlo 
their own heart’s husts, and they walked ia 
their own counsels? {s God anrighteows 
who thus taketh vengeance? God fom 
bid.’ If .Pharaoh persisted in_believi 
the word of the magicians, rather than t 
word of the Almighty--if the ancient p 
ple of the Most High cried, * Stand asidé, 
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you out of the way, cause the Holy 
of Israel to cease from among us,’ 


is there ground for surprise that the 


dreadful desire of their hearts should have 
been eventually granted, and that the 
it of life, wearied and insulted by their 
resistance, should have forsaken 

them in wrath and judgment ? 
“It seems to have been thus with Pha- 
raoh. God permitted him to reap the 
bitter fruits of his devices-—-to follow the 
bent of his own rebellious nature; and 
thus, although not by a direct act, gave 
rise to that obduracy, which he had la- 
boured, with such a dreadful perversion 
eeemely, to produce in his own heart. 
He already sinned most proudly and 
ernelly. He had oppressed the heritage of 
Jehovah; he had destroyed their chil- 
dren; be had driven the iron deeply into 
their souls ; he had subjected them to the 
urs of a relentless captivity. He was, 
in short, a presumptuous and daring of- 


fender against the law of nature. ‘ He 


ted not in blessing, therefore was it 
far from him: he loved cursing, and it 


‘eame unto him.’ That he hardened his 


own heart, was his sin; that the Lord, in 


“offended justice, gave him up to his own 


will, was his merited and righteous pu- 
nishment. God took away all the mo- 


‘tious of his Spirit, all the pleadings of 


conscience, all the restraints of grace, 


‘from a man who checked, silenced, broke 


through all. The barriers which could 


“alone keep him from the precipice of ruin, 


towards which he rushed with headlong 
speed, were removed, and he fell to rise 
againno more. The enemy of his soul, 
no poet restrained, was permitted to 
assault him. When men donot like to retain 


"God in their knowledge, he gives them over 


fo @ reprobate mind. When they receive 
not the love of the truth, that they may be 
saved, his insulted Spirit ‘sends them 
strong delusions that they should believe 
a lie; that they all might be damned,’ 
{Ltrenible while I give the record,) ‘ who 
e not the truth, but have pleasure in 
ulitighteousness.’ O, presumptuous trans- 
gressor, who art hardening thine heart 
‘against God, marvel not if he withdraw 
very gracious influence from it, and say, 
* Be it done unto thee according ‘to thy 
dreadful wish, and thy perverted purpose.’ 
Marvel not if he retire from thee, and cry, 
a6 the most terrific woe which the voice of 
Almighty wrath will pronounce upon 
thee, on this side death, judgment, and 
eternity, ‘ Ephraim is joined to idols, let 
him alone!’ He was ready to help and 
fave thee; but thou didst put salvation 
thee. He only withdraws that pre- 
tence which thou dost not value; that 
which thou art resisting ; that con- 

jon of the sin and danger of rebellion 
Which thou art endeavouring to wrestle 
down and destroy from its seat of mercy 
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in thy soul. Then it is that he may be 
said to harden the heart, ‘ to make the 
ears of such a people heavy, and to shut 
their eyes; lest they should see with their 
eyes, and hear with their ears, and under- 
stand with their heart, and be converted ; 
and God should heal them. This is the 
condemnation, that light is come into the 
world ; and men love darkness rather than 
light, because their deeds are evil.’ Speak 
to men thus forsaken by the convincing, 
and restraining Spirit of God--speak to 
them of their everlasting state, and they 
regard you not. Tell them of the aggra- 
vated evils of sin, and they smile with 
contempt or incredulity. Tell them of the 
woes by which it will be repaid, and you 
seem to them like Lot to the sinners, upon 
whom the deluge of fire was to fall--as 
one that mocks. Tell them of the infinite 
love of the Father ; of the infinite propiti- 
ation of the Redeemer’s cross; of 

blood shed in their behalf, and of the free 
sovereign pardon which it has offered. 
Tell them of the abundant grace which 
they might possess ; and it will encourage 
them in sin. Tell them of the great gos- 
pel provision; and they make light of it. 
Tell them of the exceeding salvation pre- 
pared for believers in heaven ; and they 
despise it, because they will have their 
portion in this world. Tell them of the 
torments which despite of the Spirit of 
grace will assuredly and eternally produce ; 
and either they feel not, or they fear not, 
the dreadful consummation and recom- 


‘pense of transgression. And if the Lord 


no sooner left Hezekiah for a little mo- 
ment to himself, to try what was in his 
heart, than he fell and sinned ; if even in 
him there dwelt no good thing, indepen- 
dently of the operations of the Holy 
Spirit, they, who like Pharaoh have sold 
themselves to commit evil, will as cer- 
tainly do it with a high hand, and fall 
into obdurate iniquity, as if God had 
actually turned the heart of flesh into a 
heart of stone, and hardened it against the 
things that belong to its eternal peace. 

*¢ This most mournful judgment was in- 
flicted upon Pharaoh, as the consequence, 
not merely of being resigned b to 
the desires of his own wicked ‘Bex, but 
likewise of the removal of every hindrance 
to the commission of those sins which he 
was bent upon perpetrating. He might, 
indeed, have been effectually checked in 
his career. His way of death might haye 
been hedged up with thorns, that he 
should not pass along it. God, instead of 
chastising him, might have taken away all 
the power of his mighty empire; and 
thus have effectually prevented him from 
injuring Israel. He might have restrained 
such impious rage, and compelled Pha- 
raoh to let them go without a struggle ; 
but this measure would have been an act 
of mercy which the king despised, and to 
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which he could advance no claim. Warn- 
ings and denunciations were still given 
him, that God in all things might be 
justified ; but the way by which he might 
harass Israel was left open; the gate that 
led to his own ruin was unbarred; and he 
was permitted to go through it to return 
no more. Little does the impenitent 
transgressor consider how he may be in- 
debted to a restraining providence, which 
holds him back by 2a resistless, though 
invisible hand from adding sin to sin; and 
thus from heaping an increased weight of 
condemnation upon himself, and charging 
his soul with a still heavier burden of the 
wrath of God.”—Vol. I. pp. 172—179. 


The remarks made upon the pu- 
nishment of exclusion from Canaan, 
denounced against Moses and 
Aaron, impressed us as practical 
and judicious; we can only spare 
room for the following useful sen- 
timents, which we wish were em- 
balmed in the memories of all who 
minister at the altar of our God. 


*¢T. View the offence with reference to 
the Israelites, and judge, whether it did 
not look towards them with an aspect of 
injurious tendency? Moses was placed 
among them, asa city set upon a hill, to 
exhibit an illustrious pattern of meekness, 
faith, and patience, and to call upon the 
people in the hour of trial, to be still, 
and to know that Jehovah was God. In- 
stead of such a manifestation of the power 
of religion, we behold him exhibiting an 
undue and causeless anger, ‘ Hear now, 
ye rebels.” He had used this term on 
other occasions; but in a chastised and 
gentle spirit. That he was zealous for his 
God cannot be doubted ; and that as the 
fire kindled he spake accordingly, is 
equally evident. But it was the strange 
flame of an uuhallowed burning. It re- 
sembled the mistaken zeal of the brethren, 
who would have called down fire from 
heaven upon the village that denied en- 
trance and rest to their wearied Saviour. 
‘Israel provoked his spirit, so that he 
spake unadvisedly with his lips. Alas, 
we know not what manner of spirit we 
are of! The wrath of man, however 
sacred the cause in which it may be ex- 
cited, worketh not the righteousness of 
God. His great and glorions cause can 
never want the assistance of that warmth 
which is untempered by love, and of that 
zeal whieh occupies the mind, to the ex- 
clusion of some measure of that patience 
and long-suffering, which are continually 
exercised by God, in all his dealings with 
sinful men. ‘God is love. He who dwel- 
leth in love dwelleth in God, and God in 
him.’ In such a spirit should every mem- 
beg of the family above stand forward, to 





[ August, 
defend the honour of his heavenly Pather, 
That is the only justifiable reproof which 
is administered with the mind that was in 
Christ Jesus, who, while he condemned 
sin in the flesh, came filled with holy loye 
for sinners. He bore with their contra. 
diction. ‘When he was reviled, he re. 
viled not again; when he suffered, he 
threatened not; but committed himself 
to him that judgeth uprightly.’ He 
prayed for his murderers on the cross; and 
his purchased salvation, among its first 
acts of mercy, ov the day of pentecost, 
converted above three thousand of those 
who had been instrumental in crucifying 
the Lord of glory. Behold then, O Chris. 
tian, thy propitiation, in ‘the Lamb of 
God that taketh away the sins of the 
world!’ Behold thy pattern, in that 
meek and lowly Saviour, who hath invited 
thee to learn of him! Few temptations 
are more dangerous to magistrates, and 
ministers of religion, than that which 
prompts them to address offenders in an- 
ger, instead of endeavouring ‘to restore 
such in the spirit of meekness.’ Nor, 
do occasions often arise to their eé 
rience, in which they will not find it need- 
ful to offer up the Psalmist’s prayer, ‘Set 
a watch, O Lord, upon my mouth, and 
keep the door of my lips. t the words 
of my mouth, and the meditations of my 
heart, be always acceptable in thy sight, 
O Lord, my strength and my Redeemer.’ 
** Hitherto the people had beheld in 
Moses the meekest man upon the face 
of the earth; a man whom no wrongs, no 
contumely, no scorn, could rouse to indig- 
nation. Sorrow he had often felt, when 
he saw the obdurate rebellion with which 
they provoked God, But that sorrow 
led him to plead in their behalf, and to in- 
tercede for them, that they died not. 
Alas, ‘how is the gold become dim, how 
is the most fine gold changed!’ That 
heart which once bore Isracl upon it, in 
prayer to the throne of God, is now filled 
with wrath against the congregation. 
That voice which never spake to them, or 
of them, except in tenderness and love, 
is now loud in reproach and wrath. Moses 
should have been an ensainple to the flock. 
How, if they follow it? How, if his 
rank, his high standing in religion, bis 
nearness to the counsels, his acquaintance 
with the divine mysteries should sanctify 
his anger in their regard, and make them 
imagine it lawful to imitate him? Would 
to God, that all men who are placed in 
high situations were visited with a spirit of 
reflection, and would consider the present 
and eternal consequences which may fol- 
low from their example! Would to God, 
that those especially, who have felt the 
gracious influences of his Holy Spirit, 
would remember, tbat sinners will 
themselves in iniquity, by the authori of 
their failure, be encouraged to defy 
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bring condemnation upon themselves 
the habitual commission of sin for 

they will plead and magnify the 
least departure of a Christian from the 
law of his God, and the mind of his Sa- 
viour. The authority of example and 
influence ia one of the most formidable 
hindrances to a young pilgrim, in his way 
from darkness to light, and from Satan to 
God, As the sails of a ship may be filled 
with a favourable wind, while the rapi- 
dity of the current arrests her progress, so 
inay the heart be much occupied by holy 
desires,:while worldly opinion, and the 
sanction which professing Christians af- 
ford to evil by thoughtiessness and sin, 
may greatly prevent its access to God, aud 
detain it’ in the conflict of uncertainty be- 
tween earth and heaven. It should be the 
desire of every man’s heart who feels his 
weight of obligation to the Saviour, as 
the author of his redemption and his hope, 
to address all who see him—not indeed in 
the high mindedness of a pharisaical lan- 
guage, but in the silent pleading of a holy 
consistent, blameless life; « Be ye followers 
of me, as I also am of Christ.’ ’’--Vol. 11. 
pp. 159 --163. 


and 


Joshua’s remonstrance with the 
Israelites, How long are ye slack 
to go to possess the land which the 
Lord God of your fathers hath given 
you? suggests the following strain 
of heart-stirring expostulation, 


* “Task you then, my brethren, who pro- 
fess to have entered within the spiritual 
boundaries of the kingdom of heaven, but 
who, instead of going on towards per- 
fection, are loitering in self-indulgence and 
worldliness, does no analogy exist between 
your case, and that of the ungrateful, 
thoughtless Israelites? Hath not the 
Lord God of your fathers freely given you 
Atitle to the country of peace and rest in 
heaven? May not ‘an entrance be admi- 
nistered unto you abundantly into the 
everlasting kingdom of our Lord and Sa- 
viour Jesus Christ?’ His hand broke 
asunder your chains, when ye lay helpless 
in the land of your spiritual bondage-—- 
when Satan was your, task-master, sin 
your service, and death your wages. He 
id the full ransom of your deliverance. 
made a way for you to escape, when 
you were beset with difficulties, as impas- 
sable in your own strength, as were the 
mountains and forts, the Red Sea, and the 
ptians, when Israel was shut up among 
them in the wilderness. The pillar of the 
cloud has led you in the day of prospe- 
- Sag its light of fire in the gloom of 
liction. The bounty of a gracious God 
has largely ministered to your spiritual 
Reed, in sacramental mercies, as he poured 
from heaven, and made water gush 
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from the rock of Horeb, to follow his 
fainting heritage through the desert. Ye 
have engaged with your enemies, wiile 
your great Intercessor was praying for 
you on the hill--while infinite love and 
almighty power held up his hands, that ye 
might conquer. Often endangered, and 
even worsted, ye have not been destroyed. 
The same hand which took you forth from 
the captivity and death of sin, has still led 
you onward, cheered with increasing hope 
of reposing in the kingdom and glory of 
Jesus Christ. As your day, so has your 
strength been. When ye have been dis- 
posed to faint beneath your warfare, and to 
shrink from the difficulties of the combat, 
have ye not heard within your hearts the 
animating voice of that God and Saviour 
who appoints your station in this holy 
war, ‘ To him that overcometh will 1 give 
to sit upon my throne; even as I also 
overcame, and am set down with my Fa- 
ther upon his throne?’ ‘ Now is your 
salvation nearer than when ye believed.’ 
While ye are in the midst of the spiritual 
blessings which the gospel opens to the 
need of lost and dying transgressors-- 
while the seriptures and the public ordi- 
nances of religion are as widely opened to 
your approach, as the porches of the pool 
of Bethesda to the sick of old, will ye 
refuse to profit by the mercy? While 
your Redeemer stands at the door of your 
hearts, and knocks for admission--while 
the pardon of God, his peace which pass- 
eth all understanding, the sure and certain 
hope of a resurrection to eternal life, and 
the unfathomable depths of joy and glory 
which it will open to the soul, are placed 
within your reach by the rich bounty of 
your heavealy Father, will ye be coatented 
to remain at a distance, as strangers and 
foreigners, instead of becoming ‘ fellow- 
citizens with the saints, and of the house- 
hold of God?’ The feast is spread, the 
voice is spoken, ‘ All things are now 
ready, come ye to the marriage.’ Is there 
then, in the little circle of perishing en- 
joyments around you, is there, even among 
the present spiritual privileges, with which 
divine love has invested you, any thing 
sufficiently great to satisfy the aspirations 
of one who looks for the mercy of our 
Lord Jesus Christ unto eternal life? Bless- 
ings temporal and for ever await your ac- 
ceptauce ; and will ye rest short of their 
full possession? Will ye not aim to ob- 
tain an interest in them for both worlds ? 
Will ye not appropriate them to your- 
selves; and say of him, in whose goodness 
they originate, ‘This God is my God, for 
ever and ever?’ Others have already en- 
tered into present rest, by believing the 
gospel, and fulfilling the demands of that 
spiritual kingdom which is righteousness, 
peace, and joy in the Holy Ghost. Behold 
the fair inheritance which they possess, in 
the abundant mercies of your common Sa- 
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viour ; and hasten onwards to the same 
distinctions. A great cloud of witnesses 
encompasses you. Having fought the 
good fight of faith, they are now sur- 
rounding the throne of their Leader and 
Saviour, with ceaseless songs of adoring 
loge apd wonder. Will ye linger here, 
when mansions of their rest are also 
thrown open for your reception: and 
when you, like them, may join the armies 
of the living God, in the service of his 
eternal temple? ‘ We desire that every 
one of you do shew the same diligence, to 
the full assurance of hope unto the end—- 
that ye be not slothful, but followers of 
them, who, through faith and patience, 
inberit the promises.’ You march be- 
neath the banner which led them to vic- 
tory. You have resources in the same 
all-sufficient Spirit which supplied their 
necessities. By the grace of God they 
only are what you may be. ‘ Arise then 

behold the land, for it is very good : 
and are ye still? Be not slothful to 
go, and to enter to possess the land.’ ”-- 
pp. 425--429. 

These quotations satisfactorily 
prove how compatible the fair 
discussion of the historical types, 
is with doctrinal accuracy and 
practical appeal, and the success- 
ful attempt of the able preacher 
before us, will encourage, we trust, 
many others thus to employ the 
narratives of the Old Testament, 
for the purposes of evangelical in- 
struction. 

We cannot congratulate Mr. 
Buddicom upon the construction 
of his divisions, which, though 
sufficienty accurate for the pur- 
poses of discussion, have a ve 
trite and meagre air; indeed, 
on looking through the forty-three 
discourses in reference to this sub- 
ject, we were surprised at the 
wearisome monotony, and great 
poverty of invention which his 
leading heads of arrangement dis- 
cover. We are not the advocates 
of complicated plans and jingling 
alliterations, but we have often 
observed a powerful effect pro- 
duced on an audience by the an- 
nouncement of an. elegant and 
perspicuous scheme, at once dis- 
closing in harmonious agreement 
all the parts of the subject under 
discussion. This is a defect Mr. 
B, can easily correct, and as there 






isfound in his style of composition 
so many of those ques which 
constitute a finished sermon, it is 
most desirable. that he should 
avoid that which gives a negligent 
air to the outline of almost every 
discourse. 

We take leave of Mr. Buddi- 
cum with feelings of sincere 
respect, and rejoice in the provi- 
dential suggestion which led to the 
composition of these Sermons, 
which, under the divine blessing, 
we doubt not, will reward him ina 
large degree with that recompence 
after which he evidently aspires— 
usefulness. These handsome vo- 
lumes are inscribed by permission 
to Dr. Blomfield, the Bishop of 
Chester, and we ardently wish 
that every pulpit of his Lordship’s 
diocese echoed with discourses 
like those now on our table. 
Narrative of a Tour of Hawaii, or 

Ohwyhee ; with remarks om the 

History, Traditions, Manners, 

Customs, and Language of the 

Inhabitants of the Sandwich Is- 

lands. By William Ellis, Mis- 

sionary. 8vo. pp. 442. Fisher 

and Co. Price 12s. 

(Concluded from page 260.) 

THE arrival of the late king and 
o of the Sandwich Islands in 
this country, excited no poy 
degree of interest amongst all 
classes of the friends of missions. 
Those who are in the habit of 
forming right views of the influ- 
ence and danger of worldly asso- 
eiations; who know how much 
there is to deplore in this nomi- 
nally Christian land, respecting 
the principles and manners of | the 
great majority of its population, 
and who regard the public amuse- 
ments and fashionable dissipations 
of the metropolis as prolific sources 
of vice and misery, could not but 
feel the deepest — at the cir- 
cumstances in whic 


of Hawaii, and his consort 4 
attendants were placed, during 
their short and melancholy resi 
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dence in England. The journals 
of the day informed us of their 
mwovementsand their gratifications; 
and, we doubt not, every thing 
which was deemed conducive to 
their enjoyment was readily and 
courteously adopted by those who 
ministered to their pleasures; but 
who, with any measure of Chris- 
tian feelings, could forget, that not 
long before they embarked for this 
country, they had been visited 
by the “servants of the Most High 
God,” who were anxious not only 
for the civilization, but for the 
moral interests and eternal happi- 
ness of the population over whom 
they presided? Who could forget 
that it was the high and sacred 
object of that “ band of men, 
whose hearts God had touched,” 
to erect the standard of the cross, 
to establish the principles of ‘« pure 
and undefiled religion,” and to lay 
the foundation of a new order of 
things in the laws and institutions 
of that spiritual kingdom, which 
is “ righteousness, peace, and joy 
in the Holy Ghost?” By suc 
men it would naturally be regarded 
asone of the direct and immediate 
results of their benevolent enter- 
prise, that in proportion to their 
success, the people of Hawaii 
would be induced to abandon not 
only the ‘‘abominable idolatries” 
by which they and their forefathers 
had been fascinated and seduced, 
but all those scenes of revelry and 
dissipation with which they were 
associated. Imagine then, that 
with the distinct remembrance of 
the solemn dehortations with which 
a Christian Missionary would de- 
nounce and condemn the sensual 
and polluting festivities of the 
Sandwich islanders—under the 
impression that they were precisely 
of the same order, and had the 
same tendency with the cwua, the 
“revellings, and such like,” for- 
bi by an inspired apostle; 
Imagine, if such were the remem- 
and impressions of Riho- 
tho, and his attendants, what 


must have been the effect produced 
on their minds, by the circum- 
stances and connexions which sur- 
rounded them on their arrival in 
this country! ‘ What,” the 
would naturally exclaim, “is ¢ 
that land of Christians, of whieh 
we so often heard our good in- 
structors speak, in our native isles? 
are these scenes of mirth and vo- 
luptuous gratification compatible 
with the profession and the prin- 
ciples of the new religion ? ay 
we introduce to our people on our 
return to them, the amusements 
and the dissipations of this great 
Christian country, without fear of 
being told by the Missionaries, on 
our arrival, that they who “live 
in pleasure are dead while they 
live!’ For where is the essential 
difference in point of tendency and 
effect, between the festivities of our 
idolatrous ancestors, and the revel- 
lings of this Christian land? We 
are not a whit the less indisposed 
by their influence, to all that is 
‘ earthly, sensual, and devilish!’ ” 
If such. must have been the 
thoughts and feelings of these vi- 
sitors, supposing them capable of 
thinking and feeling at all on the 
subject, then it must be must se- 
riously regretted that they wit- 
nessed no better specimens of the 
influence of Christian principles ; 
and that no higher iftustrations 
of their practical effect were 
presented to their notice, dur- 
ing their short residence in our 
country. We know not, indeed, 
what were the “ reasons of state” 
that prevented these interesting 
personages from being introduced 
to a direct intercourse with those 
classes of society in which some- 
thing like the tendency and effect 
of true Christianity would have 
been contemplated. But we think 
it would have afforded more grate- 
ful materials for recollection, if 
the influential members of our 
Missionary Societies, aig ee of 
the petty and worthless formalities 


of etiquette, had used all practicable 
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means of effecting an immediate in- 
troduction to the party on their ar- 
rival—had endeavoured to encircle 
them by Christian associations— 
and had been as anxious about 
their knowing something of the 
religion of Britain, as others were 
to initiate them into the mysteries 
of its follies and its pleasures, 
But the opportunity of doing 
them good, has passed away for 
ever; and Rihoriho and his queen 
have been cited before the Judge of 
** quickand dead!” May it appear 
another day, that this country has 
not contributed to their condem- 
nation! It may have been the in- 
terposition of mercy on behalf of 
their country, that they were not 
suffered to return. 

These remarks have detained 
our readers from Mr. Ellis’s inte- 
resting account of the late king 
and queen. We shall now present 
all that he has communicated 
respecting them. __ 

*¢ The late king of the Sandwich Islands 
was the son of Tamehameba, former king, 
and Keopuolani, daughter of Kauikeouili, 
and Kakuiapoiwa. He was born in the 
eastern part of Hawaii, in the year 1795 or 
1796. The name by which he was gene- 
rally known was Rihoriho, which was only 
a contraction of Kulaninuirihoriho, lite- 
rally, the heavens great black—from Ka 
lani, the heavens, nui, great, and rihoriho, 
applied to any thing burnt to blackness. 
On public occasions, he was sometimes 
called Tamebameha, after his father, 
though names are not always hereditary. 
Besides these, he had a variety of other 
names, the. most common of which was 
Iolani, The word Jani, heaven or sky, 
formed a component part in the name of 
most chiefs of distinction. 

*¢ The early habits of Rihoriho did not 
warrant any great expectations. His na- 
tural disposition was frank and humane. 
The natives always spoke of him as good- 
natured, except when he was under the 
influence of ardent spirits; his manners 
were perfectly free, at the same time dig- 
nified, aud always agreeable to those who 
were about him. His mind was natu- 
rally inquisitive. The questions he usu- 
ally presented to foreigners were by no 
means trifling; and his memory was re- 
tentive. His general knowledge of the 
world was much greater than could have 
been expected. I have heard him enter- 
tain a party of chiefs for hours together, 
with accounts of the different parts of the 





earth, describing the extensive lakes 
mountains, and mines of North and 
America ; the elephants and inhabjtan| 
of India ; the houses, manufactures, &e, 
of England, with no small accuracy, ¢on- 
sidering he had never seen them, He 
had a great thirst for knowledge, and 
was Giligent in his studies. I recollect 
his remarking one day, when he opened 
his writing-desk, that he expected more 
advantage from that desk, than from a 
fine brig belonging to him, lying at anchor 
opposite the house in which we were sit- 
ting. Mr. Bingham and myself were his 
daily teachers, and have often been sur- 
prised at his unwearied perseverance, I 
have sat beside him at his desk sometimes 
from nine or ten o’clock in the morning, 
till neatly sun-set, during which his pen 
has not been ont of his hand more than 
three-quarters of an hour, while he was at 
dinner. 

‘© We do not know that Christianity 
exerted any decisive influence on his 
heart. He was willing to receive the mis- 
sionaries on ‘their first arrival, availed 
himself of their knowledge to increase his 
own, and, during the latter years of his 
life, was decidedly favourable to their 
object; declared his conviction of the 
truth of Christianity ; attended public 
worship himself on the Sabbath, and re- 
commended the same to his people. 

*« His moral character was not marked 
by that cruelty, rapacity, and insensibility 
to the sufferings of the people, which fre- 
quently distinguish the arbitrary chiefs of 
uncivilized nations. He appears in gene- 
ral to have been kind; and, in se 
places on our tour, the mothers shewed us 
their children, and told us, that when 
Rihoriho had passed that way, he had 
kissed them—a coudescension they seemed 
to think much of, and which they will 
probably remember to the end of their 
days. But, though generous in his dispo- 
sition, he was addicted to intoxication; 
whether from natural inclination, or the 
influence and example of others, is not 
now to be determined ; frequently, to my 
own knowledge, it has been entirely from 
the latter. Had he, in early life, been 
privileged to associate with individuals 
whose conduct and principles were fa- 
vourable to virtue and religion, there is 
every reason to suppose his moral che 
racter, with respect at least to this vice, 
would have been as irreproachable as 
his mental habits were commendable. 
But, aias for him! it was quite the re- 
verse. 

‘¢ Though not distinguished by the ar- 
dour and strength of character so conspl- 
cuous in his father, he possessed both 
decision and enterprise: the abolition of 
the national idolatry was a striking im- 
stance of the former; and his voyage ta 
England, of the latter. te 
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«¢ The motives by which he was induced 
to uhdertake that long and hazardous 
voyage were highly commendable. They 
were--& desire to sec, for himself, countries 
of which he had beard such various and 
interesting accounts—a wish to have a 
personal interview with his majesty the 
king of Great Britain, or the chief mem- 
bers of the British government, for the 

mrpose Of confirming the cession of 
the Sandwich Islands, and placing him- 
self and his dominions under British pro- 
tection. 

“It was also his intention to make 
himself acquainted with the tenor and 
forms of administering justice in the 
courts of law—the principles of commerce 
—and other subjects which seemed impor- 
tant to the welfare of the islands. 

“ Although the melancholy death of 
the king and of his queen prevented the 
accomplishment of these objects so fully as 
might have been wished, yet no unfriendly 
feeling is likely to be entertained by the 
people, as to the cause of it. The account 
the survivors will convey to their country- 
men, of the generous reception they met ; 
the hospitable manner in which they were 
entertained, while they lived; the high 
respect paid to their remains, and other 
tokens of friendship, will not only prevent 
suspicion, but combine to confirm that 

nt and confidence which they 
have so long felt towards England. 

**No disturbance of the general tran- 
quillity, or change in the government, 
is to be apprehended from this event. 
Riboriho left a younger brother, Kuui- 
keoule, about ten years of age, who will 
be his successor. A regency will govern 
during his minority, and the executive 
authority will probably continue to be 
exercised by Karaimoku, and the other 
chiefs with whom Rihoriho left it, when 
he embarked for England. 

*€ The queen who accompanied him, and 
who died at the same time, and left « fond 
mother and an affectionate people to la- 
ment her loss, was the daughter of Tamc- 
hameha and Kalakua; she was born about 
the year 1797 or “1798, being two years 
younger than Rihoriho, and about twenty- 
six years of age when she left the is!ands, 
Like all the persons of distinction, she 
had many names ; but that by which she 
Was generally known, was Kamehamaru, 
(shade of Kamea,) from kameha, a contrac- 
ticn of ber father’s name, and maru, shade. 
She was distinguished for good nature, 
and was much beloved by all her subjects. 

poor people, when unable to pay 
their rent, or under the displeasure of the 
king and chiefs, or embarrassed on any 
other account, frequently repaircd to her, 
and found a friend whose aid was never 
refused. She was also kind to those fo- 
Tewners who might be distressed in the 
islands ; and though she never harboured 
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any, or countenanced their absconding 
from their ships, she has often fed them 
when hungry, and given them native tapa 
for clothing. 

** Kamehamara was at all times livel 
and agreeable in company; and though 
her application to her book and her pen 
was equal to that of the king, her improve- 
ment was more gradual, and her know- 
ledge less extensive. 

** She excelled, however in the manage- 
ment of his domestic affairs, which were 
conducted by her with great judgment and 
address ; and though formerly accustomed 
to use ardent spirits, from the time she 
put herself under christian instruction, she 
entirely discontinued that, and every other 
practice inconsistent with her profession 
of Christianity. Her attendance on the 
duties of religion was maintained with 
commendable regularity. 

‘* Her disposition was affectionate. I 
have seen her and the king sitting beside 
the couch of Keopuolani, her mother-in- 
law, day after day, when the latter has 
been ill; and, on these occasions, though 
there might be several servants in con- 
stant attendance, she would allow no in- 
dividual but her husband or herself to 
hand to the patient any thing she might 
waut, or even to fan flies from her per- 
son, 

*¢ The circumstances attending her de- 
parture from the islands was peculiarly 
affecting. The king had gone on board 
the L’Aigle; the boat was waiting. to 
convey her to the ship. She arose, em- 
braced her mother and other relations 
most affectionately, and passed through 
the crowd towards the boat. The people 
fell down on their knees as she walked 
along, pressing and saluting her feet, fre- 
quently bathing them with tears of un- 
feigned sorrow, and making loud wailings, 
in which they were joined by the thou- 
sands who thronged the sea-shore. 

*¢ When she reached the water-side, she 
turned, and beckoned to the people to 
cease their cries. As soon as they were 
silent, she said, ‘ I am going to a distant 
land, and perhaps we shall not meet 
again. Let us pray to Jehovah, that he 
may preserve us on the water, and you on 
the shore.’ She then called Auna, a na- 
tive teacher from the Society Islands, and 
requested him to pray. He did so; at 
the conclusion, she waved her hand to the 
people, and said, ‘ Arohé nui oukou:’ 
(Attachment great to you:) She then 
stepped into the boat, evidently much 
affected. The multitude followed her, 
not only to the beach, but into the sea, 
where many, wading into the water, stood 
waving their hands, exhibiting every atti- 
tude of sorrow, and uttering their loud 
u-e! u-e! (alas! alas!) till the boat had 
pulled far out to sea.”—pp. 424--430, 









We could easily prolong our 
notice of this highly interesting 
work, by additional extracts on 
various subjects illustrative of the 
history and manners of these Is- 
landers. But we forbear; per- 
suaded that few of our redtiers will 
deprive themselves of the pleasure 
and advantage of perusing the vo- 
lume. 

Since the former part of this ar- 
ticle appeared, many of the lite- 
rary pis | religious journals have 
honoured Mr. Ellis’s narrative 
with their notice and approbation. 
This circumstance we regard as a 
decisive proof of its excellence, 
and an evidence of the increasing 
influence of Christian liberality. 
1f in any cause such liberality 
ought to be evinced, and sectarian 
feelings proscribed and renounced, 
it should be in the sacred cause of 
missions. At home our several 
interests, though not really dis- 
cordant, are sometimes apparently 
so. The “‘ carnality” which leads 
to unhallowed preferences, and 
the imperfection which produces 
diversity of thinking, will neces- 
sarily exert their influence in the 
periodical publications which are 
the organs of the respective par- 
ties. Each section of the great 
commonwealth of Christianity has 
its heralds, its reporters, and its 
advocates; and too often where 
general interests and common prin- 
ciples ought to predominate, we 
find the most unworthy prejudices 
allowed to operate. It has af- 
forded us no small gratification to 
find that the esteemed author of the 
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volume before us, has no reason 
to complain of the unhellowed in. 
fluence of such feelings. We wish 
to regard the fact as an indication 
of the progress of kind and liberal 
sentiments. Why, indeed, should 
it be otherwise? A Christian 
Missionary, whatever may be his 
immediate connexions, has attained 
a higher grade than any of ou 
little distinctions could have cre. 
ated. He belongs to the true and 
legitimate aristocracy ; the apiso 
in “faith, hope, and charity,” 
Such men are above us; they in. 
habit a higher region, and are per- 
vaded by a more celestial influence, 
We feel our insignificance when 
we contemplate their motives, their 
objects, and their achievements, 
While the millions of perishing 
heathen are befure the vision of 
their minds, in all the necessities 
of their condition, and all the aw- 
fulness of their destiny; we are 
too often ‘falling out by the 
way” in the humbler sphere of oar 
labours, vexed by the cares that 
our weak passions have engen- 
dered, and harassed by the contea- 
tions that our trivial distinctions 
have fostered. But these holy 
men seem to be looking down 
upon us with grief and surprise 
that we have any energy to eéx- 
pend, any ardour to exhaust, ex- 
cept in that cause which alone 
«* demands our life, our souls, our 
all!” We consider the work of 
Mr. Ellis as eminently calculated 
to advance the interests of this 
cause, and shall rejoice to hear of 
his future success in its promotion. 
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Cureistian Memoriats of the Nine- 
teenth Century; or Select Evangelical 
Biography for the last be dijied ears. 
Collected and condensed by Alfred 
12me. pp. 376. Price 6s. Holdsworth.— 
The opening of the nineteenth century 





Bishop. 





has been distinguished by the zealous 
efforts of many holy persons who, in 
the spirit of primitive Christianity, have 
laboured to mitigate human wre 
ness, and to diffuse the blessings of the 
Gospel throughout the world. 
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Many of these devoted labourers now 
rest from their benevolent toils, and 
their record is on high; but they have 
left ‘us an example, which we shall do 
well to study and imitate. Mr. Bishop 
has therefore served the cause .of piety, 
we conceive, in presenting to the public 
this very pleasing memorial of their zeal, 
‘wisdom, and holiness, which, we trust, 
may stimulate their descendants to emu- 
late their deeds of Christian heroism. 
This very neat volume contains a col- 
lection of forty-one memoirs of eminent 
Christians of both sexes, and of various 
communions, in Great Britain and Ame- 
rica. 

In compiling such a work, he has 
necessarily laid under tribute the peri- 
odical literature of the day ; and we are 
happy to see that the Congregational 
Magazine has contributed a fair quota 
to the general stock. In justice to Mr. 
B., it should be stated that, in many 
cases, he furnishes his readers with the 
substance of a large volume very ju- 
diciously condensed. Indeed, the whole 
is. executed with so much pious feeling 
and good taste, that we cordially re- 
commend it as a very pleasing and in- 
structive volume. ; 


A Petition to tHE Unitep As- 
sociate Synop for a Review of the 
Proceedings in the Case of the Rev. 


Alexander Fletcher, late Minister of 


Albion Chapel, London. By C. Stewart. 
Stirling. 8vo. pp. 28.— Mr. Stewart, it ap- 
pears, is a surgeon at Dunblane, and, as 
amember of the Associate Presbyterian 
church, felt it his daty toaddress a petition 
tothe Reverend Moderator and Synod, at 
their late convocation in Edinburgh, in- 
treating them to review their celebrated 
oe in the case of Dick versus 
letchér. 

Tt may be asked, why has this indi- 
vidual Petitioner taken so much concern 
about an affair with which be can be only 
very remotely connected? He answers, 
that it is a worthless finger or toe that 
¢areth not for those nobler organs from 
which it derives its life and health. 

‘¢ This individual fecls for the injured, 
and for them who do an injury; he feels 
for him who has been surreptitiously de- 
Prived of the fruits of his labours, and for 
them who have been robbed of a house 
which they built at their own expense ; 
he feels for the fathers in that Synod, by 
Whoin judgment was given ere the cause 
Was heard; and his own interests being 
thereby put in danger, he fears for himself, 
and acts for himself. He is the agent or 
apologist of no party. With Mr. F. he 
haS only a very slight personal acquaint- 
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ance; and, although he resided a number 
of years in the neighbourhood of that gen- 
tleman, he has seldom heard him preach. 
What, therefore, he bas done in this case, 
was done, not for friendship, but for truth, 
‘ He believed, and therefore he spake.’ ’” 


We cannot go over all the topics dis- 
cussed in the petition; but Mr. 8. closes 
it by submitting, ' 


‘¢ First, That there was no cause regularly 
before the Synod when the said sentence 
of suspension was passed. 

** Secondly, That the evidence was to- 
tally insufficient to support the conclusions 
that rested thereon. 

‘© Thirdly, That the sentences pro- 
nounced were unwarrantably severe. 4 

** Fourthly, That the proceedings have 
been irregular and arbitrary, and have led 
to consequences oppressive and vexatious. 

‘* Fifthly, That the tendency of these 
proceedings is to place the property and 
privileges of the members of the Seces- 
sion Church in a most dangerous situ- 
ation. 

‘« Lastly, As these measures have tend- 
ed, in no small degree, to drive Mr. 
Fletcher and his congregation away from 
our communion, so they stand as insur- 
mountable barriers in the way of their 
return.” 


These are grave charges. One of 


them is thus sustained :— 


‘¢ The judgment founded on the afore- 
said evidence ultimately affected, in no 
small degree, the pecuniary interests of 
Mr. Fleteher and his congregation. By 
his energetic and successful labours, in 
the hand of divine providence, that con- 
gregation was formed and organized ; and 
by them the Albion Chapel was built. 
Many contributed to the work from their 
attachment to the minister, while yet they 
knew little of Presbytery, and perhaps 
cared as little about it ; and it is much to 
be feared, that the knowledge they have 
now got will not greatly have increased 
their love of it. Some of these contribu- 
tors, of course, were in communion, and, 
consequently, were under Presbyterian 
jurisdiction; but many were only seat 
holders, and many more were neither 
members nor seat-holders. These differ- 
ent classes united their efforts in building 
the chapel, under the impression that Mr. 
Fletcher should occupy it as minister, and, 
at all events, that no one should occupy 
it, in that capacity, for any space of time, 
who was not the object of their own 
choice ; and, for the greater security of 
this point, the trust-deed seems to have 
been executed in favour of those who 
might, or actually did, adhere to the 
Synod. 

‘* The Synod was considered to be 
composed of Mr. Fletcher’s friends, and, 
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consequently, both members and seat- 
holders, and even those who were neither 
members nor seat-holders, trusted their pro- 
perty, bond fide, under the guarantee or 
superintendence of that house. When the 
trust-deed was executed, no one could fore- 
see what has since taken place; yet the 
design and intent of that deed is abun- 
dantly evident ; namely, that they might, 
thereby, be secured in the use of that 
house, for a place of public worship, un- 
der the minister of their own choice. 
Now, according to the sworn affidavits of 
the plaintiffs in the Chancery suit, that 
house cost upwards of £8,000 sterling, 
and was built at the expense of the con- 
gregation ; and is it not well known that 
the congregation did not acquiesce in the 
sentence of the Synod, but remained with 
their minister? And it ought to be known, 
that those four plaintiffs, who ultimately 
Obtained possession of the chapel, which 
cost upwards of £8,000., never advanced 
or paid £50. sterling in aid of its erection. 
Does not every empty pew in that house, 
while it stares the stranger in the face, 
ewer with a loud voice, that this 

ouse is neither built by nor for the ex- 
clusive use of its present occupants? By 
what process, then, has the result of Mr. 
Fletcher’s indefatigable and exemplary 
labours, the liberal contributions made 
from the hard earnings of many hundreds 
of members and seat-holders, and the 
free-will offerings of many more, who were 
neither members nor seat-holders, be- 
come the exclusive right of a few individu- 
als, whose contributious to the building 
were as a drop in the bucket, or the 
smal! dust in the balance? How is the 
right of the property transferred from the 
many to the few ; from those who laboured 
for it, to those who laboured not? May 
it not truly be said of the latter, that they 
are like the lilies who toiled not, neither 
did they spin ? yet they are protected in 
the possession of that house, while those 
who did both are excluded. In the eye of 
the eternal law of righteousness, has not 
that trust-deed been violated; has not the 
object thereof been subverted ; and have 
not those who have taken part with them 
who have done so, made themselves par- 
takers of their sin ?” 


Our readers will not be surprised, 
after this, to learn that, although Mr. 
Stewart was permitted to attend the 
Synod, “and to support his petition, 
vivé voce, in the presence of that learned 
and reverend body, not one member of 
which permitted a single breath to 
escape, calculated to embarrass the 
speaker, or to interrupt him in his sim- 
ple oration,” yet, “on a motion being 
made that the petition be dismissed 
without discussion, it was agreed, dis- 
miss, nemine contra dicente.” We have 
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long since recorded our opinion of this 
unhappy case, which the lapse of 
months, and the abatement of public 
interest respecting it, have not al- 
tered. 

Sezrect Sermons. Vol. I. Contain. 
ing fifteen Sermons on various important 
Subjects. 12mo. Half-bound. 

Bunyan’s Heart’s Ease in Heart 
Trouble, §c. 18mo. Boards. 1s. 

SrorieS FROM SWITZERLAND, from 
the French of the Author of “ the Two 
Old Men.” Half-bound. 

A Present FOR THE YOUNG, Half- 
bound. 

These little volumes are from the 
Religious Tract Society’s press. How 
far the Committee of that Institution 
are justified in departing from the sim- 
ple object of its institution, by the pub- 
lication of books, is too grave a question 
for us to discuss in this passing manner, 

The work of Bunyan needs not our 
commendation.—- The “ Select Sermons” 
are from the discourses of eloquent and 
evangelical divines ; but we doubt whe- 
ther they are, in point of length and 
style, quite adapted to the class of read- 
ers for which, we presume, they are 
designed. 

The books for children please us bet- 
ter, and are embellished with spirited 
wood-engravings, and are, altogether, 
“ got up” in a very attractive form, well 
calculated to please their little readers. 

PREPARING FOR PUBLICATION. 

Memoirs of the late Rev. John Town- 
send, upwards of forty years minister of 
Jamaica-Row Chapel, Bermondsey. Writ- 
ten by Himself. In one thick 8vo. vo- 
lume, price 12s. These Memoirs will 
consist of Original Documents left in the 
hand-writing of the deceased, the details 
of which commence with his entrance into 
Christ’s Hospital, and come down almost 
to the close of his valuable life. They 
will be found to contain highly instructive 
notices of the rise and progress of most 
of the Religious and Charitable Institu- 
tions of the age.—A History of the Re- 
volution in Ireland, in 1688-9; party 
from Materials hitherto unpublished, 
with an introductory Chapter. By John 
O’Driscol, Esq.—A Picturesque 4 
highly-finished Engraving, representing 
the North-West Front of the newly erect- 
ed College at Highbury. The building 
will be accurately delineated from the ori 
ginal drawings of the Architect, John 
Davies, Esq. The Plate to be executed in 
the line manner, by Messrs. Storers; size 
13 inches by 8 inches. To be inscribed, by 
permission, to Thomas Wilson, Esq. Trea 
surer of the College. Price to Subscribers 
8s. Proofs un India Paper 12s. 
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RELIGIOUS INTELLIGENCE. 


St eh aed 


SUSPENSION OF THE BIBLE SOCIETY IN 
RUsSIA, 


We are afflicted to learn, that the Em- 

r Nicholas has ordered, by a decree 

of the 24th of April, that the proceedings 

of the Bible Society be suspended till 

forther orders, that au exact account shall 

be made of their real and personal pro- 

ty, and a report made upon it. The 

sale of Bibles in Sclavonian, Russian, and 

other languages spoken in the empire, is, 
liowever, still permitted. 


EXILED SWISS MINISTERS, 


The communication on this interesting 
subject came too late for insertion. We 
propose to give it next month. We have 
only room for the statement of sums 
received. 

Acknowledged in the last 
number +--+++++-+- eee -f£1 — sa 
D, Edwards, Esq., Newport, 








Monmouth.--+ee-e+-- 5 0 0 
Mr. Dowle, Newport---+-+-- 010 0 
£118 17 2 
THE RIGHTS OF PRESBYTERIAN 
SOLDIERS. 


In the month of August last, a Major 
of the 72d regiment, quartered at Belfast, 
communicated to Dr. Hanna, (minister of 
one of the presbyterian congregations in 
that place,) their desire to attend his 
meeting-house, and to consider him as 
their chaplain, He accordingly had a se- 

rate service for them; attended their 
ospital and school ; hada Sunday School 
inthe barracks, and applied to the Cap- 
tains to give certificates to such of the 
men as they thought proper to be ad- 
mitted to the sacrament. Things conti- 
nued in this state till the end of January. 
About the beginning of February, copies 
of certain letters were received by the offi- 
cer commanding the regiment; one was 
from the Chaplain General, addressed to 
Sir H. Torrens; another from the Adju- 
tant General’s office, in Dublin, addressed 
to General Thornton, Armagh. 

The Chapiain General states, that 
“the 72d regiment, now quartered in 
Belfast, upon the plea of its being a 
Scotch, and consequently a presbyterian 
corps, have attended divine service at Dr. 
Hanna’s meeting, instead of going to the 
parish church, or to the place where the 
Tegular parochial minister, as his letter 
states, was prepared at the usual hour, to 

& separate service, according to 
rites of the Church of England.” He 


then refers to the ‘* General regulations of 
the army.’’ under the head of ‘* Attend- 
ance of regiments and detachments, &c.” 
He quotes a clause, ‘‘that no soldier 
professing the Roman Catholic religion, 
shall be compelled to attend the divine 
worship of the Church of England, but 
that every such soldier shall be at full li- 
berty to attend the worship of Almighty 
God according to the forms prescribed by 
his religion:’’ He adds ;—** This ex- 
ception, however, in favour of the Roman 
Catholics, is the only one I find; and all 
other cases, if I mistake not, are to be 
understood as falling under the general re- 
gulation :’’ Officers commanding detach- 
ments and parties are responsible for the 
due attendance of the men under their 
orders at the parish churches nearest to 
their quarters.’” He considers every pres- 
byterian meeting in England or Ireland as 
‘*a dissenting mecting ;’’ and suggests 
** the expediency of enforcing the regula. 
tion.” 

The Adjutant General, in his letter to 
General Thornton, after referring to the 
letter of the Chaplain General, says: 
**His R.H. the Commander ian Chief 
entirely concurs therein; and directs, that 
the 72d, in common with other regiments 
similarly circumstanced, attend the parish 
church of Belfast: the arrangement, 
whereby it was permitted to attend the 
Presbyterian church having necessarily 
terminated with its removal from dcot- 
land,” 

On the ensuing Sunday, the 72d regi- 
ment, in which there are only 71 officers 
and men of the English Established 
Church, and 681 officers and men who are 
Presbyterians, was marched to the parish 
church. 

Upon this, Dr. Hanna addressed a letter 
to the Duke of York, in which he re- 
cited the circumstances of the settlement 
of Presbyterians in Ulster, to show that 
they have not seceded from the Established 
Church, to which they never belonged ; 
but are a branch of the Church of Scot- 
land, a sister church to the Church of 
England. ‘* Though they are Noncon- 
formists, they are not Dissenters;”” and 
** every Presbyterian Meeting, is not a 
Dissenting Mecting.” He stated, that 
the practice has bitherto been, when the 
principal part of a regiment or detach- 
ment have been Presbyterians, they have, 
in all places in Ireland, attended public 
worship in Presbyterian meeting-houses, 
and the ministers have received the usual 
allowance granted to Chaplains, which 
must have been well known to the public 
offices. This was, hc believed, the first in- 
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stance, in which a Presbyterian regiment 
in Ireland was removed from a Presby- 
terian place of worship, and ordered to go 
to the parish church. 

The general enforcement of this regu- 
lation, he added, would subject English 
regiments in Scotland to the necessity of 
marching to the parish kirks nearest 
their quarters. Lastly, he stated the ex- 
citement that this proceeding must occa- 
sion ; which would lead the Presbyterians 
to take every constitutional mode of ob- 
taining redress, both here and in Scot- 
land; and the impolicy of risking dis- 
content and disunion among Protestants 
in Ireland, 

Dr. Hanna also wrote to the Chaplain- 
General, Dr. Hodgson, Dean of Carlisle, 
(Feb. 18.) to the same general purport 
with the above, but more at large on 
the consequences of the regulation; the 
harmony subsisting between the Presby- 
terian and Episcopal churches ; the conse- 
quences of division among Protestants, 
and the practicability of accommodating 
both. After stating the various dutics 
that he performed for the regiment, he 
adds, ‘* While thus employed, two docu- 
ments were sent to me for signature, 
about the 26th Dec., containing returns of 
the attendance of the soldiers, certified 
by Colonel Calvert, and an application, I 
presume, in the usual manner, for the al- 
lowance granted to acting Chaplaias; 
these I signed and transmitted to you. IL 
have not been honoured with any reply. 
May I request your attention to this, and 
an answer to these applications. It is 
no part of my design to gain any emo- 
Jumeut to myself or my brethren. We 
think nothing of any emolument, com- 
pared with an invaluable religious privi- 
lege. All we ask is, that Presbyterians 
in the army may be allowed to worship 
God according to their consciences, and 
that Presbyterian ministers may have the 
privilege of preaching and administering 
the ordinances to those of their commu- 
nion in Presbyterian regiments.” 

In his reply to Dr. Hanna’s communi- 
cation, (March 21,) Dr. Hodgson inclosed 
copies of the two regulations, and ex- 
pressed his opinion that ‘‘ much irregu- 
larity and confusion would ensue if a dif- 
ferent principle were adopted.’’ ‘* The 
certificates (he said) were forwarded with- 
out delay to the Secretary at War, with a 
recommendation for payment, and that 
they were still under the consideration of 
his Lordship.” 

The Regvlations are as follows :— 

23d Sept. 1796. 

1. The Commanding Officer of every 
separate regiment in quarters will attend 
with his regiment at some parish church, 
or employ a neighbouring clergyman to 
perform divine service tu the men. 

Vide collection of Regulations, dated 
War Office, 25th April, 1807. 
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2. Officers commanding detachments 
and parties are responsible for the due at. 
tendanee of the men under their orders at 
the parish churches nearest to their quar. 
ters. 


Vide General Regulations and Orders 
Jor the Army, dated Horse Guards, 
ist January, 1822, 


On March 4, 1826, Sir H. Taylor wrote 
to Dr. Hanna that the Commander in 
Chief had communicated with the Chap. 
lain-General, in consequence of Dr, 
Hanna’s letter, and seen the letter from 
the Dean of Carlisle, and refers to its con- 
tents, as being in strict conformity to his 
own sentiments. 

On the 13th or 14th of March, Dr, 
Hanna called a meeting of the Presby- 
terian ministers in Belfast, who appointed 
him, and two other ministers, to prepare 
materials to be submitted to a further 
meeting on the 16th. The intention was 
to have a general meeting of the Presby- 
terians of the town and neighbourhood, 
to consider what should be done; but the 
intervention of the Antrim and Down as- 
sizes occasioned that meeting to be de- 
ferred. It was also thought advisable to 
wait for answers to letters, which it was 
understood had been written to men in 
office, by the agent for the distribution of 
His Majesty’s Royal Bounty to the Pres- 
byterian body, and by the Moderator of 
the Synod of Ulster. 

At a subsequent meeting, April 3, it was 
thought prudent to prolong the time, and 
three ministers were deputed to confer 
with Mr. Brownlow, Colonel Forde, and 
Lord A. Hill, Members of Parliament for 
the counties of Armagh and Down, who 
arrived in Belfast next day. They ex- 
pressed themselves very willing to forward 
the wishes of the ministers on their ar- 
rival in London ; but shortly after a com- 
munication was received, intimating that 
the subject had been taken into consider- 
ation at Head Quarters, and that the same 
liberty was granted to the Presbyterians as 
to the Roman Catholics, but that nomoney 
could be issued, except to established mi- 
nisters. - 

Thus has this point been settled, much 
to the satisfaction of the Presbyterians 
and the honour of Government. It was 
one in which not only the Scotch regi- 
ments, when quartered in Ireland, were 
deeply interested, but also the soldiers en- 
listed in the North of Ireland, who form 
a very numerous body ; and likewise the 
militia regiments of Ulster, which are 
principally composed of Presbyterians. 
The agitation of this business in the Ge- 
neral Synod of Ulster, the Secession 
Synod of Ircland, and the General Assem- 
bly of the Church of Scotland, which 
would have been followed by petitions to 
both Houses of Parliament, has thus beea 
happily prevented ; and the good under- 











-Ta go 


rT. 








1626. ] Religious Intelligence :— Miscellaneous. 


standing at present prevailing between the 
Proubyterian and Episcopal Churches con- 
tinues without interruption. 


THE ANNUAL MEETING OF THE SOCIETY 
FOR PROMOTING CHRISTIAN INSTRUC- 
TION IN LONDON AND ITS VICINITY. 


The first Anniversary of this important 
Society, was held at the City of London 
Tavern, on Tuesday evening, June 27th, 
when W. A. Hankey, Esq. took the Chair. 
The business of the evening having been 
opened by prayer, Mr. J. Pitman, one of 
the Secretaries, read an interesting re- 
port, from which it appears that eight 
Associations are now united to promote 
the objects of this Society, viz. At Bar- 
bican Chapel, Claremont Chapel, Tun- 
bridge Chapel, Eagle Street Chapel, Gate 
Street Chapel, White Row, Saffron Hill, 
and Keatish Town. That by the members 
of these Associations 3,500 families are vi- 
sited at least once a fortnight, and reli- 
gious tracts and books are regularly lent to 
them. Thatin connection with these As- 
sociations, there are in the most destitute 
neighbourhoods twelve- rooms engaged for 
weekly prayer-meetings and preaching, 
whicn are well attended by very poor 
people, amongst whom some cheering in- 
stances of usefulness have occurred. 

That the Home Missionary Society has 
presented to this Institution the Three 
Tents formerly employed by them, and 
which are now pitched in White Conduit 
Fields, the Commercial Road, and the 
Kent Road, on the Lord’s day, where there 
is gratuitous preaching by ministers and 
students to very large and attentive con- 
grezations. 

That the Committee obtained, at the 
close of the last winter, the gratuitous 
services of twelve respectable ministers, 
who delivered a course of weekly lectures 
to mechanics on the Evidences of Chris- 
tianity, which was attended throughout by 
crowds of interesting and deeply attentive 
hearers. 

The cash account was then presented by 
Mr. Challis, the Treasurer, when we were 
surprised to learn that the receipts of the 
year have not reached £120. 

Dr. J. P. Smith moved, and Dr. J. 
Styles seconded the customary resolutions 
for adopting and printing the Report. The 
Rev. J. Dyer, Secretary to the Baptist 
Missionary Society moved, and Thomas 
Wilson, Esq. seconded a resolution of 
thanks to the ministers, students, and 
other agents for their gratuitous services. 
The Rey. H.F. Burder, M. A. moved, and 
the Rev. F. Ellaby, B.A. minister of the 
Free Episcopal Chapel, St. Giles’s, se- 
conded the usual thanks to the officers. 
The Rey. John Clayton, jun. M.A. moved, 
and the Kev. G. S. Evans seconded the 
following resolution, in which we fully 
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concur-—‘* That this meeting hears with 
pleasure of the effective agency of Con- 
gregational Associations, in furtherance of 
the objects of this Society, and desires to 
urge upon the pastors and churches of the 
metropolis, the importance of forming si- 
milar Auxiliaries for promoting the bene- 
ficial influence of this Institution in their 
own immediate neighbourhoods.” The 
Rey. S. Curwen, of Barbican Chapel, and 
the Rev. J. Blackburn, supported the mo- 
tion of thanks to the Chair. After which 
the numerous audience retired much grati- 
fied with the business of the evening, and 
with the success and prospects of the So- 
ciety. 

Subscriptionsand Donations, also books, 
magazines, and tracts, will ‘be thankfully 
received by Thomas Challis, Esq. Trea- 
surer, 24, Artillery Place, Finsbury 
Square, or by the Secretaries, the Rev. 
Join Blackburn, and Mr. John Pitman, 
Pentonville, to whom communications may 
be addressed. 


HOMERTON COLLEGE, 


The anniversary of this Institution took 
place on Tuesday, Wednesday, and Thurs- 
day the 27th, 28th, and 29th of June. 

On Tuesday the examination of the 
Students in the Latin, Greek, Hebrew, 
and Chaldee languages was conducted by 
the Rev. Wm. Ward, of Stowmarket, and 
the Rev. John Yockney, of Islington. 
This examination extended, as usual, to 
the entire readings of the session just 
terminated, and drew from the gentle- 
men who presided at it, a very ample 
and satisfactory testimony to the pro- 
gress made by the students in this de- 
partment of study. 

On Wednesday morning the general 
business of the Institution was transacted 
at the King’s Head Tavern, Wm. Hale, 
Esq. Treasurer, in the Chair, when the 
Report of the Committee was presented, 
a statement of the account was delivered 
by the anditors, and the customary altera- 
tions in the members of the Committee 
were made. On the evening of. the same 
day, a sermon appropriate to the objects 
of the anniversary was delivered by the 
Rev. Richard Alliott, of Nottingham, at 
the Meeting-house in New Broad Street, 
before the friends and patrons of the 
Institution. 

The concluding meeting was holden at 
the College on Thursday morning, when 
the examination of the students in Theo- 
logy, Ecclesiastical History, and Christian 
Ethics took place, at which the Rev. 
Richard Alliott presided, and which ter- 
minated in a manner highly satisfactory 
to a large company of the most respect- 
able friends of the Institution, who after- 
wards partook of a cold collation, and 
who universally expressed the pleasure 
they had experienced, from witnessing 
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the attainments and qualifications of the 
students, and the prospects thus presented 
of the future prosperity and usefulness of 
the College. 

At the several meetings which took 
place in the course of this anniversary, 
many encouraging pledges were given of 
increased exertion on the part of the gen- 
tlemen present, to increase the funds of 
the Institution; and though it is an- 
nounced, not without some anxious feel- 
ing, that the annual expenditure exceeds 
the revenue by not less than £350. it is 
confidently hoped, in accordance with 
these pledges, aided by the strenuous and 
persevering endeavours of the active and 
respectable Treasurer, that this deficiency 
will, at no very distant period, be made 
up, and that the friends of this long esta- 
blished and valuable Institution will be 
cheered by the removal of this sole dis- 
couragement. 

NEWPORT PAGNELL EVANGELICAL 

INSTITUTION, 

At the anniversary of this Institution, 
which was held at the Rev. T. P. Bull’s 
Mecting-house at Newport Pagnell, the 
Tast Wednesday in April, a lively interest 
was excited by the appropriate sermons 
preached on the occasion, morning and 
evening, by the Rev. T. Lewis, of Isling- 
ton, and the Rev. J. Morison, of Bromp- 
ton; as well as by the speeches of the 
various ministers and gentlemen, who 
severally addressed the meeting for busi- 
ness in the afternoon, The numerous and 
respectable attendance evinced a growing 
conviction of the utility of the Institu- 
tion, and of the importance of the u: ioa 
Of solid and useful learning with genuine 
piety to the acceptable and efficient dis- 
charge of ministerial duty—objects which 
this Institution is designed to promote, 
and which for more than half a century it 
has been instrumental in accomplishing to 
a considerable extent. 


HOXTON ACADEMY. 


The annual examination of the students 
took place on the 27th of June, when the 
Rev. W. Orme presided in the Theological 
and Oriental department, the Rev. John 
Humphreys in the Classical, and the Rev. 
James Stratten in the Philosophical de- 
partment. 

The students of the first year were 
examined in the odes of Horace, Esop’s 
Fables, in Anacreon, and in the Greek 
Testament. They also read specimens of 
English composition. 

The students of the second year were 
examiued in the Carmen Seculare of 
Horace, in the Orations of Cicero, and in 
Homer's Iliad. ‘They were examined also 
in the third book of Euclid’s Elements, 
and they read essays on subjects con- 
nected with Intellectual Philosophy. 

The students of the third year were 
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examined in Livy, in Juvenal, in D, 
thenes, and in Hebrew in the beara 
Job. They also gave specimens of their 
studies in systematic Theology, and in the 
Philosophy of the New Testament. 

The class of the fourth year were exa- 
mined in Persius, in the Antigone of 
Sophocles, in the Syriac New Testament 
Acts.of the Apostles, chap. Ist, and in the 
Chaldee of the Book of Daniel. They 
also gave specimens of their proficiency 
in their theological and philosophical 
studies, 

The ministers who took part in the 
examination, expressed themselves highly 
satisfied with the diligence and progress 
of the students, as reflecting honour not 
only on. the permanent tutors, but also 
on the Rev. John Hoppus, A.M. the 
Classical Tutor pro tempore, who invited 
an examination into any parts of the 
books, which had been read during the 
period of his tuition. 

On the evening of Wednesday, the 28th 
of June, three of the senior students de. 
livered short discourses at Claremont Cha« 
pel, Pentonville : — Mr. Barling, on the 
Conversion of ‘timothy ; Mr. Everett, ca 
the Conversion of Lydia ; and Mr. Crump, 
on the Conversion of the Jailer; after 
which Rev. Dr. Philip addressed the nu- 
merous congregation, and closed the ser- 
vice in prayer. 

The annual meeting of the Subscribers 
to the Institution, is to be held at the 
opening of Highbury College, early in 
September, when it is intended also that 
there should be the annual meeting of the 
ministers of the Hoxton Association, of 
which notice will be given in the next 
number. 

ANNUAL EXAMINATION AT THE CON- 
GREGATIONAL SCHOOL. 

On Thursday, June 29, 1826, the annual 
examination of the pupils in the Congre- 
gational School, at Lewisham, Kent, under 
the superintendence of the Rev. W. J. 
Hope, took place, in the presence of seve- 
ral members and friends ot the Institution. 
The Rev. J. Hoppus, M. A. presided. 

In classics, the pupils were examined in 
Ballantyne’s Exercises, Lyne’s Primer, 
Cornelius Nepos, Virgil’s Eclognes, and ia 
the first book of the Iliad of Homer. 
They were also examined in common and 
decimal Arithmetic, in the Elements of 
Euclid, Trigonometry, Conic Sections, 
and Fluxions. In the classical depart- 
ment the pupils were strictly examined in 
the syntax and prosody of the languages, 
and answered the questions proposed to 
them with a promptness and correctness 
which gave peculiar satisfaction; and im 
the mathematics the pupils did themselves 
and their teachers great credit. After the 
examination, a senior of the chemical 
class read an Essay on Water, composed 
by himself, which evinced an extensive ac- 
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qnuaintance with his subject, and consider- 
able neatness of composition. He illus- 
trated the facts stated in the Essay by se- 
veral appropriate experiments. The. bu- 
siness of the day was closed with a very 
animated repetition of the Parliamentary 
debate on the subject of the demolition 
of the Methodist Chapel at Barbadoes. 
The speakers on that occasion were well 
represented, and their speeches given at 
length by the senior boys. A suitable ad- 
dress was delivered by the Rev. Mr. Press, 
of Heathfield, who cuncluded with prayer. 
The venerable parent of two young men 
who had been educated at this school, was 
present, and with much feeling acknow- 
ledged, on their behalf and his own, the 
greatest obligation to this Institution. It 
was his happiness, he observed, to see his 
two affectionate and dutiful lads qualified 
by an attendance at this school, to move in 
the more respectable walks of life, whereas, 
had they depended for education solely on 
the means which be possessed, they must 
have gone forth into the world with an im- 
perfect education, and their prospeets must 
necessarily have been limited to the reward 
of agricultural or other labour, in a part of 
England where labour is remunerated with 
avery scanty income. We cordially re- 
commend this useful, and we are now 
happy to say, flourishing Institution, to 
the attention and support of the Christian 
public. 


RECENT DPATHs. 


Died, on Friday, 30th of June, at his 
residence in Bedford Square, London, 
aged 56, Josren Burrerwortn, Esy., 
late M.P. for the town of Dover, Kent. 
This pious and philanthropic gentleman 
was a native of Coventry, where his father 
lived and died pastor of the Baptist con- 
gregation in that city. 

Mr. Butterworth was, for many years, 
an eminent Law Bookseller, in Fleet 
Street, from which, we believe, he retired, 
upon his being returned to Parliament as 
the representative of his native city. He 
was, at the election of 1820, chosen mem- 
ber for Dover, and distinguished himself 
in the House of Commons for his deter- 
mined opposition to the Roman Catholic 
claims. He went to the late election at 
Dover with rather impaired health ; and 
it is said that his exposure to the uncloud- 
ed sun, and to the fatigue of a contested 
election, together with the annoyance 
which its unfavourable close produced, so 
affected Mr. B. that, on his return home, 
his vigour sank under the combined at- 
tack, and, after a short illness, he died. 
Mr. B. was closely connected with the So- 
ciety of the Wesleyan Methodists, to whose 
Missionary Society he was ‘Treasurer ; 
but, we learn, he communed in the Church 
of-England. He was, in private life, un- 
Weariedly engaged in works of Christian 
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benevolence and piety ; and we believe that 
the religious public have much greater 
cause to deplore bis loss as a philanthro- 
pist than as a senator. 


On Saturday, July 1, in the 72d year of 
his age, the Rev Gaireirn WiLLiAMs, mi- 
nister of Gate Street Chapel, Lincoln’s 
Inn Fields, London. He was a native of 
Wales, and when called by divine grace, 
was unable to speak the English language. 
Anxious to engage in the work of the mi- 
nistry, he placed himself, about the year 
1780, under the instruction of the Rev, 
Ellis Williams, of Kidwellyn, to acquire 
the English and other languages. After 
about six mouths, he left that residence, 
and being patronised by Lady Huntingdon, 
he was received as a student at her col- 
lege, Trevecca. He was stationed at 
Glastonbury in about 1784, or 1785, where 
he laboured, and in the villages around, 
with great diligence, and suffered much 
persecution from the people. He preached 
in the Countess’s connection till 1790, 
when he took the premises which now form 
Gate Street Chapel, then in a very dilapie 
dated state, where he succeeded incollect+ 
ing acongregation, over which he presided 
with much affection and success for36 years, 
He was seized on Thursday, June 29th, at 
noon, with an inflamation of the chest, and 
died on Saturday noon, to the great surprise 
and grief of a large circle of friends. He 
was calm and tranquil in death, fully ile 
lustrating the words of the Psalmist, 
‘* Mark the perfect man, and behold the 
upright, for the end of that man is peace.” 


Died at his mansion at High Wood, on 
Wednesday, July 5, in the 45th year of 
his age, Sir Tuomas STAMFORD RAFFLES, 
Kant. F.R. and A.S. This distinguished 
friend of science and Christianity was 
born at sea, on the 6th of July, 1781. 
His father, Benjamin Raffles, was one of 
the oldest Captains in the West India 
trade from the port of London. Sir 
Stamford having received his education 
principally under Dr. Anderson, of Ham- 
mersmith, entered at an early age into 
the service of the East India Company, in 
which he so distinguished himself by his 
talents and industry as to secure the con- 
fidence of the Secretary, the late W. Ram- 
say, Esq. by whose recommendation he 
was appointed in 1805, Assistant Secretary 
to the Government in the Prince of, 
Wales’s Island, where he had not long re- 
sided, when be succeeded to the office of 
Chief Secretary. He now studied the 
Malay and other languages of the Eastern 
Archipelago, with the aid of his learned 
friend the late lamented Dr. Leyden, and 
such was bis success, that he was appointed 
Malay translator to the Government, and 
on his visit to Calcutta, Lord Minto, in 
one of his anniversary discourses to the 
members of the College, honoured him 
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with special notice. He accompanied that 
enlightened, nobleman in 1811, in the ex- 
pedition against Java, as private Secretary, 
and in October he was appointed Lieute- 
nant-Governor of that Island and its de- 
pendencies. Happy would it have been 
for the Javanese, had his paternal govern- 
ment been continued over them. Domestic 
bereavement and personal affliction brought 
him to England in the autumn of 1816, 
bringing with him a Javanese Prince, and 
a splendid collection of specimens in na- 
tural history, &c. &c. ‘The Prince Regent 
honoured him with knighthood, permitted 
him to inscribe his History of Java to him, 
and confirmed his appointment to Ben- 
coolen, in Sumatra, with the title of Lieu- 
tenant Governor. 

Whilst Governor at Batavia, Sir Stam- 
ford shewed great attention to our Mis- 
sionaries Kam, Supper, Bruckner, and 
Milne, but it was upon his appointment to 
Sumatra, that he appeared as the distin- 
guished patron of our Chinese Mission. 

In 1823, Dr. Morrison was favoured 
with several interviews with Sir Stamford, 
upon the plan of an Anglo-Chinese Col- 
lege, which negociations at length *termi- 
nated in a meeting of the principal’ inha- 
bitants of Singapore, at the Residency 
House, at which Sir Stamford presided, 
who explained the object to the assembly, 
and submitted, in the form of a minute, his 
ideas on that important establishment. 
The plans being arranged, Sir Stamford 
laid the foundation stone of the ‘new Col- 
lege on the 4th of August in that year. 
Whilst his enlightened Government was 
diffusing the blessings of free trade, equi- 
table laws, and pure Christianity amongst 
the inhabitants of that interesting archi- 
pelago, he was warned by the loss of his 

rsonal friends, and the death of three of 

is children, to leave a malignant climate, 
which had also impaired the health of his 
Lady and himself to an affecting degree. 
He prepared for England a vessel stored 
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with an unrivalled collection of Specimens, 
in every department of natural history, 
and with MSS. of untold value, in which 
also he and his family embarked, but from 
which, by a mysterious providence, they 
were compelled to escape, the vessel, with 
ajl its treasures, being destroyed by fire, 
whilst yet in sight of the land. 

Oo his arrival in England, Sir Stam. 
ford appeared at the Anniversary of the 
Bible Society ; became a Vice-President 
of the Language Institution, and Patronof 
the Zoological Society, which promises so 
much gratification to the lovers of -scj- 
ence. _ His health continued infirm, but he 
was not alarmingly ill. Though indis- 
posed with a bilious attack, he was in the 
bosom of his family, and reccived a visit 
from his attached relative, Dr. Rafiles, the 
day before his death. He retired to rest on 
Tuesday at his usual hour, and the next 
morning it was discovered. that he had 
left his bed-room earlier than usual, when 
Lady Raffles rose, and found him lying, ina 
state of insensibility, at the foot of a 
flight of stairs. Medical aid was sought 
in vain. Sir Everard Home pronounced it 
an apoplectic attack ; one of which had 
caused him to fall in the street but a few 
months before. Thus died, in the midst 
of his days, an ardent lover of science and 
literature, an able statesman, and an en- 
lightened patron of pure religion, 

APPOINTMENTS. 

Dr. Henderson is appoirited, by the Di- 
rectors of the Missiovary Society, the Re- 
sident and Theological Tutor of the New 
Missionary-Seminary at Hoxton, and Mr. 
Bishop, a senior student of Homerton 
College, is chosen to the classical depart- 
mient. 

The Rev. Robert Halley, of St. Neot’s, 
has accepted the office of Classical and 
Resident ‘Lutor to Highbury College, and 
will enter upon his duties at the opening of 
that Institution in September. 
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ComMUNICATIONS have been received during the past month from the Rev. Robert 
Aehton—Dr. J. P. Smith—Thomas Guyer—Thomas Russell—Joseph Morison—W. 


Orme--Joseph Fletcher. 


Also from W. Ellaby--J. Storer—T. Thompson—J. Slade—J. S, Fenner—A Deacon 


~-Eliza 8.—John Wickliffe--An Enquirer. 





Thomas Thompson, Esq. has requested us to inform our esteemed correspondent J- 
of the benevolent intention of a lady to give.a donation of Fifty Guineas to a Society 
for the Relief of Superannuated Ministers, should such an Institution be established. 
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